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Laker prospects impress
TALENT BETTER THAN LAST YEAR SAYS GARE

Vernon Lakers head coach Ernie
Gare says the level of talent at train-
ing camp this season is superior to
what was at camp last year.

“I think the ’
overall level of
talent is a little
better than last
year,”’ said
Gare. “‘There
are some real
good pro
s pleic't g
especially in
the 72 group”
(those born in § :
l%e saying  ERNIE GARE
it is too early to start singling out
players, this is only day three of the
rookie camp, Gare says he is happy

with the way things are going so far.

“Yesterday (Wednesday) we did
some fitness testing, evaluation
drills and skill development,” said
Gare. “Then last night we had our
first scrimmage and there was good
intensity in that.”

Today and Friday there will be
more of the same as the rookie camp
winds down and the Lakers head for
main camp Tuesday.

“We’ll take what we feel are the
top 10 to 15 players to our main
camp,”’ said Gare. ‘‘Most of the peo-
ple we wanted to come here, about 90
per cent of the prospects we were
after, are here.”

Gare said local players will be
given every opportunity to make the
team this season.

“Actually, they’ll get maybe a lit-

tle more of an equal opportunity
because they are local,” said Gare.
“If we have a local kid who has the
ability to play at this level we cer-
tainly want to give him every op-

portunity to do so.”

Most of the local kids trying out for
the team this season are in the 1971
group (17 year olds) and Gare says
they are ‘‘holding their own’’ so far.

The Lakers are searching for
goaltenders to replace Glenn Fry
and Barry Rycz and Gare says a
couple of older goalies are looking
good in the early going.

“It’s too early to start naming
names but generally, I am happy
with the level of talent I see out
there,” he said. “There are definite-
ly some real good prospects out
there.”
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New rules will be put to test

One way or another Bruce
Allison is going to forge a name for
himself in the anals of amateur

eydom.

It’s & matter now of waiting to
See il his first acts of governing the
BCJHL pay dividends or leave the
league with a bad taste in its
mouth and egg on their faces.

Allison introduced some
%amm lh:tt may prove im-

' popular to many while
also belng unpopular with
others — particularly the owners
of certain junior “A™ franchises
within the league.

The BCJHL's newest president
decreed ll:t”ml lthlrfdi number of
overage players ng their way
to the Junior “A" ranks in m?s
league was going to meet with
some restrictions beginning this

season,

This isn't to suggest that the
number of overage juniors on any
one club is to be reduced however.
What it means is that no more than
three :'oi-i'ear olds from the
Western Hockey League can be

Imported to bolster a team's
lineup.

1f the overage players start the
year and play the entire season
with their respective BCJHL clubs
then they’ll be exempt from the

ing.

Currently, BCJHL teams can
have as many as 15 20-year olds in
their lineup, Many teams, par-
ticularly those in the BCJHL
Coastal Division, often walted un-
til late in the seas‘;:-en before air

ing any number of players
Into thelr lineup. Of course it not
only gave them a distinct edge
come playolf time, but it also
meant that y knew for cer-
tain who would eventually win the
division. Early season play meant
little if nothing to the eventual out-
come,

The trouble with the system was
that not all teams could afford the
process. Let's face it, you don't en-
tice an overage player out of the
WHL and into a Junior ‘A" camp
simply by rmmising to buy him a
new pair of skates. Sometimes the

by
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offs were exorbitant. In fact
here are horror storles that
abound conctmlnghglwse transac-

:‘l,%m but that’s a whole other story

Most of the clubs within the B.C.
league haven't got the financial
resources to duplicate the process
which meant that the rich got
richer and the poor just . . . well,
you know the old story,

Allison, however, has imposed a
restriction which should, in
essence, at least ensure teams
that begin the season strongly, will
malintain & reasonable chance of

finishing the year In similar
fashion. This, in turn, helps to
bolster the players' confidence
and it helps to keep the fans in the
rinks a little later in the season.

On the other hand, none of the
other Junlor “A" leagues across
thé country have made any
similar move which means that
come Centennial Cup time, the
BCJHL representatives may be
left out In the cold. Of course,
there's never any Elaruntea that
the national t:h.m:m;l nghip belongs
fo the team which has the most
ove refugees from Canadian
major junlor leagues,

or Instance, last secason the
Notre Dame Hounds won the
coveted Centennlal Cup with
players 18 years of age and
fou er on their roster exclusive-
li' Mind you, there's a story there
at has never come to light as
well but as I mentioned previous-
ly, that’s another story.

More applaudable than (his
move, was the promise by Allison
that he would personally see to it

that the league cleans up its ‘act,

Le. taking away theviolence apd

mlng way for a better brand of
e

B
It's too bad that Allison hadn't
been around last season when the
Vernon Lakers swept through the
league with their brand of ex-
tremely fast, high-tech hockey.
Wwas no room for anythin,
but good clean hockey as many of
thelr opponents found out.
It must have become very ap-
parent to the teams they dis)
of (hat theirs was the brand of
hockey that would rule the future
of the game In the BCJHL. In
order to be competitive, teams
will have to rethink their style
more along the lines of the team
that Mel and Ernle Gare con-
structed from ashes last season.
However, Allison is determined
to remove more of the chippy play
and stickwork from the game and
like 1 sald, his attitude should be
applauded.
ut, we've heard this varly tune
before. Two years ago the league

made moves to clean up Its act and
the result was a dramatic Increase
in the pumber of Infractions
whistled down by the officials. At
least that was the case early In the
season,

By the time the year wore on,
less and less was heard of the iden
until, by playoff time, it was
business as usual around the
league. The tough teams got away
with murder and the smaller,
ﬁ:llcker teams pald the price for

elr nalvety.

So, whal it all bolls down to Is
that neither of the acts brought
about by Allison will effect
Vernon Lakers too much. They've
already &l their sights set on big-

r and better things for next spr-

ng and It just so happens ‘that
their plans fall In keeping with
Alllson's newest guidelines

aYy.
a"X;«fm‘ the rest of the league, well
time will tell if the measures will
be fondly remembered or if it will
simply business as usual by
March.




