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NCAA rules leave muchto be desired
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hockey at that age, He opted, like
most 16-year olds would, to stay
home with his parents, play junior B
hockey in his hometown and attend
the local college.

What he didn’t know then, but cer-
tainly does now, Is that his NCAA
“‘clock” began turning at the mo-
ment he became a full-time student
at the junior college in Cranbrook.

When the NCAA found out about
this, they unceremoniously informed
Biff that he had used up three years
of his five-year NCAA eligibility. It
didn't matter a hoot if every univer-
sity in the U.S. wanted to sign him
for four years. The NCAA decreed
that he had but two left to offer.

Somewhat disiliusioned now, Bla-
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In the meantime, his NCAA eligibi-
lity would run out completely but he
would still have the Canadian Inter
Athletic Union (CIAU) — the Cana-
dian version of the NCAA, ahead of

him.

Then too, there is the strong
possibility that he might get a tryout
with a pro club in the interim —
especially if he had a meaningful
season with the Winter Hawks.

Biafore's case is actually unique,
in all fairness. The ruling only ap-
plies (o players who full-time
in a junior college. And, it's very
seldom that a 16-year-old player
enrolls full time in a college.

Just the same, it's important to in-
form youngsters of these NCAA in-
fractions early in their high school
years so that they won't make hasty
decisions that could impair -their
educational and/or athletic future.




