SIS WESFA §F IR INSY NN

It's do or die

for Vernon club

The entire season goes on Lhe line
tonight at Vernon Civic arena. There's
no tomorrow for Vernon Lakers if they
don't defeat Kelowna Packers.

Lakers trall Kelowna 3-2 in their
best-of-seven B.C. Junlor Hockey
League Interior Division Champlon-
ship series. Game six takes place
tonight at the local arena with game
seven, il necessary, scheduled for Sun-
day night at Kelowna Memorial arena.

The Vernon club was in the driver’s
seal early in the series following back-
to-back victories over Packers in
games two and three which also includ-
ed a splendid 52 win over the much-
[avored Packers at the Kelowna arena.
However, Packers rebounded to win
game four, in overtime, at Civic arena
and followed up with a resounding 94
victory over the injury-laden Lakers
Wednesday night in Kelowna.

Injuries have played a significant
role in the latter games in Lhe series
although both clubs have been hit by
them in the series. The Vernon squad is
currently without the services of high-
scoring veterans Al Young, Doug
Spooner and Kevin Scott while they
also lost the services of starting
goaltender Jason Palmer.

Palmer was injured in warm-up
prior 1o the start of game four last
Wednesday when a slapshot hit him on
the inside of his knee. The injury caus-
ed internal bieeding in the muscle with
resulting soreness and stiffening of the
limb for Palmer who has been am-
bulatory since then but needs the aid of
a single crutch to help support his body
weight.

However, Iin his absence, back-up
goaltender Mike Sutherland has step-
ped in and done a remarkable job
though he hasn't recorded a victory in
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Other members of the club are nurs-
ing less serious injuries than the four
mentioned here.

Young and Scott out of the lineup
means that the club is without their
first and second string centre icemen
which leaves the team at a tremendous
disadvantage as far as carrying the
puck out of their own end. In order to
com te for the inuuries, Head
Coach Ernie Gare has had to shuffle
lorwards, and even defenceman to cen-
tre and up from the blueline to take the
places of fallen teammates.

“You don't mind losing Il you can
lose with all your horses,” explained
Lakers' owner and General Manager
Mel Lis. “'It's unfortunate that we lost
them at this time of the season.”

Packers, too, are suffering from the
injury bug though they haven't been
devastated like Lakers have. Missing
from the Kelowna lineup is winger
Kevin Talllefer who is one-third of the
high-scoring Kelowna first line which
also includes Kerry Russell and Brent
Mowery. Taillefer did dress for game
four and managed to score the first
goal but Jeft the game soon alter due to
the injury. Taillefer sulfered a severe
cut to his elbow which required exten-
sive stitching to close.

Lakers were consulting with team
hysicians this morning at press time
Eut were still unable to confirm
whether or not any of the injured
players in question would be able to
dress for tonight’s encounter.
Following game four, Assistant
Coach George Fargher suggested that
every other member of the local club
would have to put in a much-improved
team effort if they were to expect to
win this series.
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Editor— DON KENDALL

Visiting media

are overc

We had a phone call Wednesday
morning [rom the Managing Editor
of a Kelowna who wanted

to know if the Daily News would be
interested in having their reporter
file stories on Kelowna Packers from

Richmond if their hockey club won
the B C. Junior H League In-
terior Division Championship. Of
course all we had to do for our part

was agree (o split the cost of sending
their reporter to Richmond.
(zlve me a break.

Luckily I wasn't able lo contact the
gentleman that day to offer my
equally pugnacious y but had I
been able I would have politely
declined but would have graciously
offered to send him a postcard from
Bill Vander Zalm’s front yard.

A cocky attitude by the Kelowna
media is certainly nothing new. 1
recall last week before the series
began that every media source in the
Orchard City was calling for a four-

fameswaq:hytheh ers against

Naturally they had to change their
tune somewhat after game two, but

only slightly. While waiting in the
media lounge at Memorial arena 1
had to endure a half dozen radio non-
ties quibling about whether

ernon would even come close to
winning another game. Of course |
didn't olfer my own of the
Situation but ofthandediy | mention
ed that nobody had picked Lakers to
win the semi- serles :ﬁnlmt
Penticton Knights either. It failed to
create a ripple of dessention,

however,

Later that night, after Lakers had
mopped the ice with their beloved
Packers it was a dilferent story once
again. “Enjoy Richmond" they all

bid to me as | hastened out of the
. press box and down to ice level for a

ew Interviews.

In game four in Vernon their
moods ranged from a cocky high
after the first period (4-0 Packers) to
a low similar to the one they ex-
perienced after game three when the
second period had ended (54
Packers).

Unfortunately, the mood swings of
the Kelowna media has been almost
a true reflection of the swing in for-
tunes of the two teams on the ice.
Rarely have | managed to sit
through a series that shifted {rom
one side of the field to the other so
often and so quickly at times.

Al present one might suggest
Lakers are finished for the season
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|||||||||||||||||

onfident

y of Kelowna media

ust say that the curtain hasn’t gone
down on the stage quile yet.

We have to assume that since

Lakers were equal to the task of
defeating Packers in their own

types, let's

building that are more than
equal to the task of defeating them at
least one more time on their own ice
surface.

From what 1've observed through
the first five games of this series
there is only one major difference
between these two hockey clubs and
lsn't anything to do with which team
has more talent than the other on the
ice.

The big difference has been
ru:llli:s. clubs have extreme-
y potent power-play units and each
has carved the other to pieces on
power-play situations.

Lakers have scored 10 times while
al a man advantage, five of those in
game four alone, One might point

out that the local club lost that out

in !{ﬁieta of the five goals they

on the power-play but when you con-
sider that they spotted Packers a
four-goal lead to start with, losing in
overtime is closer to winning than
some of the other games they've
played in.

Another Is
just the mental mm
conditioning it takes to check
Kelowna into the ice every shift of
the game. Ba , lorecheck-
ing, hemming them up in their own

defensive zone and not lllnwuz
them to use the added advantage
their tremendous skating ability and

passing plays is the key.

This also means using a heaping
helping of physical contact —
finishing off every check in both ends
of the rink.

Perhaps Lakers are down three
games to two in this best-of-seven
series but there's one other way lo
look at it. The club is 63 in nine
Ell}-uli games which means they

ave a 667 winning percentage. The
way | see it that means they have at
leuuﬁ?purmttumuufwtnnh;
Imlght':ciumu and even though I'm
not much of a gambling man
anymore, I'd have to admit thal
those are pret odds.

Butmn?cthtinm else right
now, I'd just like to get back to
Kelowna Sunday night to walch a lot

ntgnuph in & press box.
emmh there's been very
little love lost over the course ol the
season Vernon Lakers could do me
and the rest of the media-Lype per
sons in this community a big laver
Go out and kick some but!
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