LEAD PLAYOFF SERIES 1-0

Lakers prove too tough f

By JIM JUDD
Daily News Sports

An early Jead and strong, disciplined
team play helped Vernon Lakers to a
relatively easy 62 victory over Pen-
ticton Knights in the opening game of
their best-of-seven B.C. Junlor Hockey
League Interior Division semi-final
matchup Tuesday at Civic Arena

Lakers combined a polent olfensive
altack with a solid defensive game
from the goaltender outward to hand
the visitors the loss and lake an all-
important 1-0 lead in the series which
featurés home-lce advantage for the
local club

Elsewhere in Interior Division
Bll}'nﬂarlinn Tuesday night, Kelowna

ackers whipped Merritt Warriors 11:1
to take a 1-0 lead In that best-of-seven
series

“Getting that early lead Is important
— that was the key lonight (Tues-
day)," said Lakers' Head Coach Ernle
Gare. ""We gol ahead and we didn't let

up.

Lakers, in fact, put their first goal on
the board just 26 seconds into thé con
test when Doug Spooner cleaned up a
loose puck during a goalmouth scram-
ble in front of Knights' Jamie Loewen
Kevin Scott and Mark Greyeyes, who
along with Spooner proved lo be an
unstoppable combination against Pen-
ticton, drew assists on Spooner’s open-
ing goal and it was just a hint of what
was to come {rom Lhe productive trio
on the night

The three combined for four goals
and 11 points with Greye[yos pleking up
two goals and a pair of assists while
Scoll had a goal and three helpers
Spooner added a pair of assists to his
early goal for a three-point night.

Though the Lakers' top line carried
the bulk of the scoring they weren't the
only productive unit on the ice Tuesday
night. Veteran centre Al Young scored
a pair of goals to round out the scoring.
His first goal was a short-handed effort
at 4:04 of the Ins frame, giving
Lakers two-goal lead. Young, who
turned In one of the most sparkling per:
formances of his four-year career with
{he club, and certainly his best playolf

rformance, stole the puck at nl%hls

lueline and undressed Loewen before
pulting the puck high into the net,

The score stood al 2-0 aller one
miod of play but Knights got on Lhe

rd early in the second frame witha
power-play marker just 39 seconds Into
the stanza, Jackson Penny gave
Knights thelr first goal while another
power-play marker by John Depom;i
late in the period sandwiched a pair

s by Lakers. Greyeyes, with his
irst of the night, and t scored the
second perlod lallies for Vernon. Both
second period Vernon goals were dur-
ing man-advantage situations while
the two unanswered third period goals
by Vernon were also pawer-play goals
giving the local club four on the night,

Greyeyes added his second goal just
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one minute into the third frame glvin
Vernon a 52 lead and Young's secon
goal just 34 seconds later put the cing
on the cake. Both goals came while
Knights' badman CIif Furnsetth was
sitting out a double minor.

Lalc;;wecm{:leng and baum
ing helj take pressure
Velmm defensive unit which turned in
the most defensive _‘per!nrmlnce of the
season to bool. To top It ail off.
goaltender Jason Palmer, who made
25 saves on the night, made a number
of outstanding and key saves (o keep
Knights al bay.

“They (Knights) weren't getling
good clean shots,” suggested Gare.
“Our defence kept them flo the
perimeter and anything that ot
through Jason handled.”

Meanwhile, Gare was equally im-
pressed with the performance of his
top line, sighting Scolt's play as the
key Lo their success

“It's pretly hard to defend against
them,"* he sajd, **Scoll just seems to in-
timidate them with his speed — he's
got such good acceleration.”

Al the other end of the rink, Knights’
Head Coach Duane Pentland was
unimpressed with the play of his
Knights but he gave Lakers full credit
for their win.

“They (Lakers) came oul and
played hockey and we gol away from
our game plan,” he explained. I think
they (Lakers) keyed on our style —

or Knights

they seemed to know how we come out
of our end . . . all that will change by
the next game.”"

The next game is tonight in Pen-
ticton but Gare is confident his club
will meet with equal success there
since they have been successful in Pen-
ticton Memorial Arena this season.

“I'm positive about tomorrow night
becsuse we've played well in their
bulding this season,” Gare said Tues-
day

In Kelowna, linemates Kevin
Talllefer, Kerry Russell and Brent
Mowery accounted for six goals and 15
points for the Packers. Taillefer had
four goals and one assist, Russell
scored once and had six assists and
Mowery had one goal and two assists.
Other Kelowna scorers were Jason
Rufl, Jay Luknowsky, Pat Mangold,
Jamie Kurki and Rob Steeie

The Merritt marksman was Steve
Manuel. Packer goaltender Lucien
Carignan stopped 14 shots for Kelowna
which held period leads of 3-0 and &-1.
Warriors netminder Randy
Beekhuizen made 35 saves

In other BCJHL playoff action Tues-
day night, Richmond Sockeyes
registered a 7 overtime win over
Nanaimo Clippers.

In action tonight, both Interior Divi-
sion series resume in Merritt and Pen-
ticton while on the Coast Richmond is
at Delta while Nanaimo Is In Rich-
mond.

Vernon Lakers’ forward lan Alger (16) forces Knights” Jackson Penny off
the puck in Lakers’ zone Tuesday night dunng game one of their best-of-
seven playol series. Serious checking such as this heiped Lakers sem a
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Morris Vardabasso scored 40 points

Jackson and Kruger
meet in college final
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In other games, Scenic Valley will face each other in the Canada West Unhm;slz
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crushed Fingard Shooting Stars 110-80.

Semi-finals are scheduled next Mon-
day with first place Shuswap Lakers
meeting Nor Kor and Scenic Valley
tangling with Apple Lane

Vardabasso collecled 28 of his 40
points in the second hall, He was five-
for-five from the foul line and three-

and forward Brian Kruger is a
of Victoria Vikings.

Jackson led the Thunderbirds lo a 9575 win over the
University of Saskatchewan Huskies in semi-final action,
Saturday night. UBC swept the best-of-three series in two.

mes.

, led all scorers with 20 ts. He con-
d, including a

ly," Enns said. “Lalonde was a standout fight from the
start. i1 took J.D. a while longer, but he has certainly ad-
justed now."’

The bestol-three final series starts Friday, at UBC.

. Enns admits his team’s 21-9 record and the berth in the
Western {inal has exceeded his wildest 1
don’t think anyone, including myself, expected us to do this
well," he said.
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Vernon defencemen

games.
Jackson, a rookie,
nected on five of seven shots {rom the

-
a p’easant surprlse for-five on three-point atlempls. three-pointer, and seven of nine free throws.
Lorne Babiuk added 16 points for Nor “It's just great to be a part of it because everybody was  Meanwhile, Oliver’s Spencer McKay scored 19 points lo
To watch Vernon Lakers defersive Kor. so down on UBC,"" Jackson said lead UVic to an 81-79 win over Alberta Golden Bears, Sun-
Dale Olson Jed Waddy’s Restaurant UB('s appearance in post-season play s its first since  day. Victoria, the di lonal p won the
197576, And Jackson's contribution is one of Ihe reasons best-of-three series2-1,

corps was one of the most suspect
amoag the league's top clubs,

with 26 points, including 22 in Lhe se-
cond half. Owen Schoenberger added
20 in a losing cause.

Nor Kor beld a 31-30 edge at hall-
teams were deadlocked

660 late in the secorid hall. .. o

the team has. respectability.

T-Birds’ Coach Bruce

nns said Jackson is playing bet-

Kruger, in his second season with Vikings, saw limited
duty during the semi-finals.
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