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- stupid penal

The Vernon Lakers, are struggl-
ing. They are mired in third place in
Interior Division B.C. Junior Hockey
League standings with a team that
has the talent to be in first place.

So what’s wrong? It all starts in
goal and the Lakers have absolutely
awful this year between the pipes.
Actually, they've been awful behind
their own blueline so it’s unfair to lay
all the blame on the goalies.

Mostly what’s wrong, in my opi-
nion, is the team is not getting the
leadership it needs. Not on the ice
and not behind the bench. The

Lakers started the year with five 20- °

year-olds with the likes of Campbell
Blair, Darryl Dickens, Al Young, Ed
Tuckwood and the recently-departed
Wes Gentles. Since the start of the
year, Lakers have added to their
roster a 20-year-old rearguard nam-
ed Lorne Cummings.

It's the coach’s job to keep the
goals against down. Head coach Er-
nie Gare has not done that so he must
take a large part of the blame for the
relatively poor showing by the club
to date. However, what really upsets
me about this Laker team is the way
they seem to accept failure. It looks
to me like they subconsciously look
for ways to fail. And that’s where the
20-year-olds come in. It’s up to the
older guys to take the lead. They
have to whip the club into shape in
the privacy of the dressing room.
Young guys look to the older players
to set the tone. The only real leader
I've seen so far this year is
Tuckwood, although I don't like the
ties he sometimes takes.
But he hustles on the ice. He's a rah-
rah type of guy, and it looks to me
like he cares about the outcome of
the games.
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of beating the Lakers. It’s a point of
view I agree with.

The Penticton players I spoke with
told me they thought the Lakers pro-
blem was basically between the
pipes. I haven't talked to anybody
disagrees with that. The Lakers
goaltending this year has been lousy.
There is no nice way of putting it. It
stinks.

So why is coach Gare pussyfooting
around? Gas somebody, Ernie. 1
asked Gare why he hasn’t done that
so far and he told me he was trying to
find a goalie, and when he found one
that was better than what he had, he
would be making a move. Fair
enough.

Muzz MacPherson of Langley
made the absolute worst trade of the
year when he settled for Gentles
even up for goalie Jason Palmer.
Gentles is a 20-year-old who is going
nowhere fast. Why Muzz would give
up a promising 18-year-old for
somebody like that is beyond me.

So, okay. It looks like Palmer will
be .the answer for Lakers. That
leaves me with a question. What'’s
wrong with Darryl Dickens? He

- played well last year. Is the fire all

gone? 1 have found that talent -
doesn’'t deteriorate. But desire
sometimes does. And that’'s what I
think is wrong with the Lakers deep
down. They don't have 20 guys who
show up to play every night. They
need 20 guys who have some pride

- when they pull on that jersey. And

right now I can't see any evidence of
that kind of pride.

Next time they play the Packers
they have to decide that, come hell
or high water, they are going to take
the two points, regardless of the cost.
And until the Lkers make up their
minds to do just that, pay whatever
price it takes, they have no chance to



