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DOMINATES LAKERS' AWARDS

Kowal hits milestone mark

Greg Kowal and Nick
Kapicki owe nothing lo
junior hockey in the city
of Vernon, Over the past
three seasons the pair of
diminutive hockey spark

Lakers'

spirational player and

player during team awards ceremonies
It was also learned the

Tuesday night

captain Greg Kowal, centre,
received team awards as both most in

plugs gave more than 100
percent to Vernon Lakers
both on and off the ice

It was only litting, then,
that the two longtime
friends and leam-males

most  valuable

Christie,
Nick Kapicki, team high scorer, Kowal,

should cop half the team's
awards Wednesday night
al Lakers’ leam bangquel
and awards night held at
Coldstream Hotel

Though the presenia-

fiesty winger became the first Laker to
score 50 goals in a single season, Also
recelving awards were, from left; Tony

most  sportsmanlike

tion ol trophies to Lthe two
resented no  surprise,
‘ernon coach Don
Moores did have one giant
surprise in store for the
unsuspecting Kowal

most

valuable,
Shawn Lofroth, best defenceman, and
Wes Gentles, rookie of the year award.

Moores, in presentin
the Lakers’ red-hair
caplain with awards as
both mosi valuable and
mast inspirational player,
also announced Lhat when

most inspirational,

player, Lakers look forward to having 14
players return to the lineup next
season (Daily News Photol

Junior clubs losers in draft

By The Canadian Press

Major junior hockey
operators have been (he
big losers since Lhe
National Hockey League
began drafting raw-boned
18-year-olds six years ago
and in many cases turn-
ing them professional
immediately

While compeling for
leenage talent with
American college
recruiters, Lhe major
uniors also have been
osing star flaycrs to the
professionals and gate

- receipts have dwindled

One of the hardest-hit
teams is Portiand Winter
Hawks of the Western

Hockey League, the 1583
Memorial Cur champions

and one of only two major
unior teams based in the
nited States,

The Winter Hawks lost
much of their identity last
season when several
players — most notably
Allie Turcotte, Cam Nee-
ly and Richard Kromm —
were taken up by NHL
teams when they still had
junior eligiblity

remaining.
Crowds d con-
siderably at Memorial

Coliseum and general
manager Brian Shaw
fumed while his cham-
pionship team crumbled.

“You tx and develop
17-year-olds so they can
be your star attractlons
when they're 18 and 19,
says Shaw. “Then you
lose them lo the pros and
some NHL teams just sit
them on the bench,

“It's not good for
hockey. It's a chain reac-
tion because we in turn
are destoying midget
hockey br playing 15 and
16-year-olds in junior. It's
just not fair for everyone
In hockey,

“The pros were Eushed
into this situation by giv-
ing in to some agents. It's
devastated junior hockey
and cost the owners

Bultitude leads
Longshots to win

Kathy Bultitude's

18-point

per-

Nobody hit double figures for Rebels

with

formance helped power Longshots o &
devastating 74-26 victory over Rebels in
one of two games played Tuesday night
in Vernon Major Women's Buskelball

League semi-{inals al Seaton School
gym.
In the only other game played Tues-

but mary Mielnichuk was tops
seven points. Longshots led 30-12 al
halftime.
Ginger Davidson also turned in an 18-
int performance in a winning cause
gwmrnﬂody 5§ . Team-male Geordy
Grazier added 16 for the winners.

day Body
52-36.

Christine Hallman netted 14
while Laurie Amiel add-
ed 10 points and every other member of

for

the team hit the scoresheel.

ppers defeated Lumby

Carol Campbell was lop scorer for

Ints

cond half.

Lumby with 13 points. Body S
led 34:10 at half time although Lumby
outscored the winners 26-20 In [he se-

millions of dollars in the
three major junior
leagues."”

Shaw is realistic
enough Lo know (hat the
NHL will continue to take
18-year-olds in the annual
enlry draft each Junme.
Player agents threaten-
ing h.-g; action have
pushed NHL owners into
a corner and the pros
desperately want lo stay
oul of the court system

The Portland- general
manager claims junior
hockey should not be
criticized for not properly
developing players
because ‘‘in° most cases
.we don'L have the players
long enough Lo do the pro-
per job.”

“We're always hearing
about how the American
colleges are doing a bet-
ter with developing
players,” Shaw says,
‘and the same
who are eritical n.rl:
ones laking your players
before you can possibly
finish the job with them.

“There's a big dif-
ference between
an 18 or even 1%-year-ol
out of {}:nlor and putling
him in the NHL ﬂmfalde
a four-year college player
attheageof220r23.""

Shaw would like the
NHL' to stop signing

players until after the
players have completed
their junior eligiblity, or
reached the age of 20. He
claims NHL teams often
hinder ynunf players
more than helping them
by signing them at the
ageol 18,

One pla
couldn’t e Lhe situa-
tion this season in
Portland was Jell
Rohlicek, the Chicago-
born forward drafled in
the second round by Van-
couver Canucks in 1984,

“Jeff went to the Van-

couver training camp and
scored [our goals in four

er who

exhibition _games before

he came back to us,” says
Shaw,

JUDD'S JOURNAL

the final tally ol game
sheels had N COm-
jeled, it showed that
owal had scored 50 goals
for the season. It marked
the first time in which a
member of Vernon
Lakers has scored 50
goals in a season. Il was
reviously thought that
owal's goal total was
halted at 49.

Unfortunalely, even
with the 50-goal oulburst
this season, the team
scoring title went to
Kowal's good [riend and
line-mate Kapicki who
checked In with 92 points,
The total only slightly
shaded Kowals 90.

All members of Lakers'
coaching staff and team
management expressed
their disappointment In
having 1o bid a farewell lo
the pair of local players.
Kowal and Kapicki, both
20 years of age, have now,
graduated from the ranks
of junior hockey. Each
one has spent three (ull
seasons with the Vernon
club

Meanwhile, gradualing
defenceman Tony
Christie received the
leam award as the most
sportsmanlike player on
tra: squad while Quesnel
native Wes Genlies was

chosen rookie of the year
Best defenceman award
was presented to
speedster Shawn Lofroth
to complete the awards
presentations for the
evening

Co-owner of the Vernon
team Carl Enemark
dispelled current rumors
of his selling the local
club when he indicated
his eager anticipation of
next season when the club
will welcome 14 returning
players to the lineup.

Included among these
are 18-year old goaltender
Frank Romeo who has
already played three full
seasons of junior A
hockey across Weslern
Canada, In addition o
Romeo are defencemen
shawn Hartnell, Chris
Saunders, Jim Scott, and
Lofroth along with for-
wards Gentles, Frank
Dutoff, Murray Baron,
Darryl Weinberger, Greg
Guest, Jason Phillips,
Stacy Hartnell, Troy
Mick, and Alan Young.

Lakers bid farewell to
seven graduating
members of the club in-
cluding Kapickl, Kowal,
and Christie as well as
Secott Young, Brian Burl-
ingame, Jim Young, and
Gord Simpson.

Teams close
to series sweep

The Canadlan Press
Penticton Knights and Burnaby Bluehawks each are
within one game of swu-pl;}_g u:elir I;esl-;fawmm B.C.
Junior Hockey League semifinals in four
Penticton nwnegd“:lemu Centennlals 8-4 Tuesday
night, while Burnaby scored eight goals in the second
period and beat Abbotsford Flyers 12-2.

Al

Penticton, Joe Murphy scored three for the

Knights, and singles came from Derek Mayer, lan
Kidd, Murray Winnicki, Rod Ware and Cal Brown.
Pat Ryan had a pair for the Centennials, who trailed

2-0 after the first

riod and were behind 42 after two.

Kelth Chase and Kevin Cheveldave added singles,
With their own goaltenders out with injuries, the
Centennials were forced to call on Dean Garnett of

Summerland Buckaroos. He
Grant McPhall made 22 saves for

44 shots, while
ticton.’

Game four In the series will be played Thursday in

Merritt.

At Abbotsford, the Biuehawks took a 1-0 edge in the
first period, then blasted to a 91 lead in the next 20
minutes The Bluehawks have outscored the F1 -

7 in three games, after s

ing Langley Ea four

straight in the opening playolf.

Derrick Ru

Bluehawks, who had a 43-21 advanta
goal. Ken Jorgensen, Paul Bifano and

ppel scored three goals Tuesday for the

In shots on
el Caswell

each scored twice, and Pat Austin, Tim Ziola and Dar-
rin Zinger added one apiece.
Doug McFaul and Sean Harder got the goals for the

Flyers.

'he serles continues tonight, again at Abbotsord.

Success can be

T o

W

skip, Anna Brewer,

Ladies’ curling champs

Winners of the Ladies’ Curling  third, Denise Forsberg, se-

Club Monday night A-square cond, and Anita Rowland, third, Jan WVaneck, second,
above, left to right: Kay lead. Below, winners of B- and Sharan Christensen,
Belanger, square, left to right, Lord  |ead

‘White,

skip, Diana Crommer,

(Daily News Photos)

tough to handle

JIM JUDD
y News

There's no clear-cut formula for suc-
cess ex for the talent and hard
work fo you there. Even
tougher than getting there however, is
staying there

It seems It takes a good deal more in-
ner strength to remain a star than it
takes lo achieve such status.

A few examples of what a lack of such
Inner strength can lead to have come to
readers’ attention lately. One is a Jook-
back 10 years which cronicles the

menal success of Don Murdoch.
Murdoch was o former junior hoc;eg
plazer with Vernon Vikings of the BC-
JHL before becoming a star with
Medicine Hat Tigers of the WHL and
eventually attainlng super-star status
with New York Rangers of the NHL.

“Things couldn't be much rosier
these days for Don Murdoch'' read the
Vernon News Flashback, In a classie
case of irony

PHENOMENOM

Murdoch became one of those
strange though not $0 uncommon sports
phenomenons wha literally **threw it all
away'' because they couldn’t deal with
the sudden a tion of star status
and the Lerritory that goes along with it.

The phenomenon isn't limited to
hockey of course. Another story this
week lold of Denny McLain, former
super-star pitcher of Lhe Detroit Tigers
of the American League,

In 1968 McLain had it made in the
shade as they say. He was a two-time
Cy Young Award winner, had won an
unprecidented 31 games as a right-
handed starter with the Tigers and was
earning an incredible 150,000 dollars
per season in the Major Leagues . . .
equivalent to a million dollar contract
by 1968 standards.

Last week McLain,- now 41 and
boasting a 300 on his
once athletic form, was ordered held
without bond by a federal judge in
[-‘Inrlottlu “Ilr:ruer?i was convicted { a
ury ol rac ng, conspiracy, exlor-
ilm and cociline possession.

He faces a maximum sentence of 75
years on these lF:s and when he
doessntnlnﬂamhe' enter a penniless
e adtd e,

non
gum cards of the mid-60's.
. @;"eac?w 3 astmilariy lof
was 1 rom a similarly lofty
e in the National Hockey League
y a conviction of cocaine possession In
the late 1970's.

IRONIC END
1t's a pathetic and ironle end to befall
such sporting personalities. You have
to wonder with the athletes getling
and r and thelr con-
iracLs getting larger all the time, how
many more will fall victim to such a
trend in the fulure.

Another example is Derek Sander-
son. “Tur i;an;is was ailg:.lhualgly
known as younger days, was
rookie of the year n 1967 with Boston
Bruins. He then signed a million dollar
contract and had media eating out
of his hand with his personality and
charisma

Today Sanderson walks with the aid
?fm cnr.:tdthes. hhb;llp ints d}zle:-ionﬂ
0 njec
himsel{ m mm"?e’ was playing
hockey. The drugs, however, were only
the tip of the Iceberg during Sander-

son's days of debauchery.
nv‘ﬁ,““"?ui“ﬂ?ms""“‘:“mmm“ <
g wi or

he's unable to work for ving. In
terms of whal he slood for in 1967, it
could be viewed as a fale worse than
death.

Fortunately, cases such as the ones
cronicled above are Lhe
rather than the rule In the sporting
world. Unfortunately, the list continues
lo as the years pass and there are
still stars as yet uncovered who will sul-
fer the same (ale in the years to come.

BEAT THE ODDS

Bul for every Derek Sanderson there
has been a Clark, for every Mur-
doch there Is a Wayne Gretzky, and for
every guy like McLain there has
been @ player like Carl Yastrzemski,
These are players who challenged the
call to super-star stalus and beat the
odds . . . Lthey have and always will re-
maln super-stars.

Perhaps It's because each of them
had the strength of mind lo see thelr
way around these pitfalls. Clark, for ex-

D eotiatiod with p"r’.‘dl‘é&“ CRives
renegot yers,
showed his charac C common
sense in spreading Lhe money over a 25-
year j he did so that he
would have a secure and safe future in
case his health falled him, or his
lievelihood was suddenly Laken away.

Ditto Gretzky who spread his
weall.g, albelt as Il]_ail::lgl as It might be
spread, over a time right up
until the earmﬁ.

More just being able to cope
with the material aspect of their status,
however, these players never lost tough

as wis

uFLn rantford, Ont., Clark remained a
similarly shy, wholesome person In
spite of his esteem. Yastrzmeskl lived
out a career so long and illustrious It
would take volumes of books to put it all
Into perspective.

Unlike the McLains, the Murdochs
and the Sandersons, these athletes
learned early In thelr careers that
everything In life has a price and that
everyone, without exception, has

:"fﬁ



