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COY CUP PLAYOFFS

Smoke Eaters grab early lead
and hang on to earn 4-2 win

Vernon Cougars are
Just one game away from
being eliminated”™ from
Coy Cup playoff conten-
tion following a 4-2 loss at

in the best-of-three p.m. The third game, if
Quarter-final series bel-
ween the two clubs.

As {ar as coach George

necessary, will take place
Sunday in Vernon
“We're definitely going

"‘We just couldn't get on
track in the first period
and we got into a hole we
couldn't get out of."

{ 2 Fargher is concerned, to win tonight,” sug-
geelha_nda of Trail Smoke however., the series is gcsted Fargher althoug
alers Friday night at about to turn around Cougars’ seasonal record

Civic arena.
The victory gives
Smoke Eaters a 14 lead

following

game of the series which
takes place tonight at 8

the second

things to come

against the Trail squad is
no indication of betler

Cougars trailed 3-0 at
the end of the first period
and were still trailing by
a three-goal margin after
40 minutes with Smoke

Vernon Cougars’ netminder
Pat Murphy and defenceman
Jim Stanley (17) combine to
halt a scorning attack by Trail
Smoke Eaters during action

Friday night at Vernon Civic
arena. The Smoke Eaters
doubled Cougars 4-2 to take a
1-0 lead in this best-of-three
Coy Cup piayoff - series with

HIGH SCHOOL “"AA” CHAMPIONSHIP

the second game and third, if

necessary, also scheduled to
be played this weekend in
Vemnon. (Daily News Photo)

Panthers hold lead
to earn narrow victory

It was no laughing matter for
John Oliver Jokers of Vancouver
Friday in the Boys High School
“AA" Basketball Championship
as Vernon panthers defeated them
82-79

Panthers enjoyed a 13-point lead
heading into the final 10 minutes of
play but barely hung on to earn the
victory over the Vancouver hoop

e e

e e 2
the bench because of foul trouble,
Panthers had fo stave off the late
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coach Dave Jackson in the pro-
cess.
“He’s probably the best offen-

sive guard i lheﬂ;wlnc&
géeied.lad:’om “He’s only 55{15;

e 35 points Epondulan had
35 poi

Friday against Panthers gave the
talented guard 93 points for the

. Meanwhile, Jackson was [op

formance. Kruger added 16,

. Edm-ls, and Ted Vanderwal  because
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In other action at the "AA"

" this~ presti

].',‘m."'f.' 58
ance  In tonight’s cham final,

of North Vancouver 89-68 as Kerry
Rokosh and Simon Dykstra each
scored 28 points.

Panthers face D. W. Poppy
Pioneers this afternoon in a battle
that will determine fifth and
eighth positions. Although Pan-
thers are confident they can pull
out a victory they will be cautious
of three big men for Pioneers.

Altlw:‘:l' !heevh wf;ﬂﬂg like tl::»
finish no lower:than “place
: s championship,
Panthers are feeling no, pressure
2 they are guaranteed to

place in the tournament now. -
*“The worst we can do is place,”
explained jackson. “They place
* the winners down 1o eighth posi-
_tion and after that it’s just partici-

Tl

Centaurs have
their hands full going up against
Richmond Colts

“bered ¢ ... I think it
would be a very big upset if
Centennial won."

Eaters enjoying a 4-1
lead.

Les Creelman's single
in the third period ac-
counted for the only scor-
ing but it was too little,
too late to save the game
for Vernon

Veteran winger Gary
Gilchrist accounted for
the other Cougars’ goal

1 didn't think the for-
wards back-checked
enough in the first half of
the game,"” Fargher ex-
lained. “‘We gave up a
ot of three-on-one and
three-on-two situations in
the first half and it made
it kind of tough on our
defense.”

Defensively, Cougars
turned in one of their best
performances of the
season with Oliver native
Pat Murphy backs!oppinﬁ
the local squad an
veteran blueliner Lyle
Brewer playing a very
steady game.

Ken Kinley, in net for
Trail, also turned in an
outstanding performance
and was the major reason
Cougars’ comeback bid
fell short.

“We out-played. them
but we just couldn’t get
the goals when we ed
them,"” added Fargher.

Vikings
post
comeback

HALIFAX (CP) —
Coach Ken Shields was
still shaking his head
Friday about the way his
Victoria Vikings pulled
off a comeback worlhy of
a team Lhat has won five
straight national univer-
sity basketball titles.

“Things were lookin|
very bleak,” Shields sai
of Thursday's game. “No

hases of our game were
in shape. We re
and came out with a new
approach. The difference
was night and day.”

In their Thursday night
semifinal, the Vikings
rallied from an 18-point
halitime deficit to beat
Manitoba Bisons 79-70 in
overtime. Victoria moves
on to the final today
against the Waterloo

arriors in Halifax.

The Warriors, mean-
while, started slowly
against St. Francis
Xavier X-men in the other
semifinal but came on
strong at the end for a 87-
79 win

Manitoba and St. FX
meet in a consolation
game today before the
national final.

Shields insists the Vie-
toria leﬁy was not the
motivation for this year's
team.

Perhaps
next year?
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Thursday night’s ri?';al encounu:‘l;5 beft:gele:sslfgbég;g_.
e Cenlcnnials[hi]lq ““ltahgilezll:lg}?er?vever it wasn't
i tit fell jus -How s ¢
;Lr::?lo’;'l[:lnbigc that t]he game was Jacking from a Ver

int of view.
no{:fﬁ?] a crowd of more than 1500 on hanlr; é:::!v t‘lvt?:}E
tend to think the rtogrﬁu%l;ltl lc:;:e;lolféég% gﬂsite Nt
jastic support bul in

ihlﬁl :lih‘e lljg gr so Merritt fans who tqrned ogll;lot;léﬂ
port their club virtually owned the building wil
vocal outbursts. 7

(\E-'hm was particularly distressing was tlhmv":f;:
was little or no response from Vernon people € ’l?h .
Merritt fans chanted *‘Vernonsucks™ in umsqn‘ tfrl;
were certainly enough people on hand to drown out the
few Merritt voices but nothing happened. R

ave been particularly disappointin t
L.III‘(e"::?L 'Ihink Lhai% few people from the opposing
club’s home town could make life miserable for them
even in their own rink. I{ you pay your admission you
i s well cheer. ;

mlhgahx!e::ms t it was a hell of a series between these
two clubs. Although Centennials will certainly earn the
title of most improved club in the league this season
they had some help aion? the way, especially in the

injury to Vernon players.

mwz‘;?c!hir{g?rnm the sigelines Thursday night were
the top four defencemen {rom the Yernon squad along
with their Lwo top centremen. Blueliner Shawn Lofroth
who impressed everyone this season with his speed,
finesse and pack sense would have been at least one
single major improvement to the effort by Lakers
' ay night. J
Ihlt’:;?grt{ma%gly Lofroth was on crutches, nursing a
swollen knee that he couldn’t bend, nor even see for the
swelling. Like a quarterback, Lofroth was a principal
man on the Lakers’ offensive attack, particularly dur-
i rer-play situations. :
R s? ;\is?sec{ though he sat out almost the entire
season, was Chris Saunders. Saunders saw very
limited action this season though the few games he did
play he added speed and mobility to the Vernon defen-
sive corps. It's the second consecutive season that
Saunders has watched from the sidelines but you can
bet he'll turn in a full season next year and Vernon
fans will have an opportunity to witness his gracefully
fluid yet powerful skating and incredible puck control.
He and Lofroth will anchor next year’s blueline squad.

STEADY

Missing also from the backline corps was sturdy Jim
Scott. Scott is the kind of player who turns in a steady
game each time out . . . nothing fancy, but he’s always
back where he belongs and deals out punishing checks
as a way of life.

Freshman defenceman Stacy Hartnell was also con-
spicuously absent from Thursday's game. hartnell,
just 17, is good with the puck and likes to lay on the
body in his own end.

Scott was also on crutches while Hartnell narrowly
avoided more serious injury when he ran headlong into
the boards in game [ive of the series.

The most noteworthy absences, however, were those
of Nick Kapicki and Gord Simpson. Both 20-year old
velerans in the BCJHL, the two have tremendous
speed and puck control up the centre. Inevitably, it
seems, the team with the strongest skaters up the cen-
tre win the crucial games.

Kapicki has turned in three outstanding seasons
with the local club while Simpson was in his fourth
year in the BCJHL and his third season with Vernon.

Both players accel at play around the front of the net
and that ingredient alone could have been a major dif-
ference in game seven when there were many re-
Ighouuds available but nobody around to capitalize on

em.

Looking back on their season, Lakers turned in a
stellar performance from start to finish. With only a
handful of veteran players Lakers were originally tag-
ged as one of the weaker teams in the Interior Divi-
sion. They clearly established themselves as a force lo
be reckoned with early in the year, however.

lr::tziew of the Iconstﬁml disruptions in the team's
coaching personal you have lo give these guys a
credit for going as far as they di%l. L

Over the course of the 1984-85 season Lakers went
throuh two head coaches before settling down with
Don Moores, and five assistant coaches along with two
trainers and a number of changes in the General
el ol 1l

season has [inally come to an
But there's always next gear. s S keI,




