. MERRITT WINS SERIES

Lakers run out of steam

By JIM JUDD
Daily News Sports

In the climatic game of a gruell-
ing seven game series with Merritt
Centennials, Vernon Lakers had
just one good period of hockey left
in them, Unfortunately it wasn't
enough to combat the doggedly
determined Centennials who
managed a convincing 10-4 victory
over Lakers Thursday night at
Civic arena

The victory enables Merritt to
advance to the BCJHL semifinal
series against Penticton Knights
for the Interior Division cham-
pionship.

Lakers were masters at the
helm for the first 20 minutes of
Thursday’s encounter, outshooting
Centennials 18-7, out-hustling the
visitors and out-hitting them. They
promptly ran out of steam early in
the second frame, however, leav-
ing Centennials to expend the last
of their failing energy in securing
their first playoff series victory in
almost 10 years.

Lakers trailed the visitors 2-1
after 20 minutes, a fact which, in
view of the way they outplayed
Centennials, broke their spirit to
go on as much as their drained
bodies refused to enable them.

Centennials left the ice with a 5-2
lead after 40 minutes and added
four quick goals to their lead early
in the third period to put the game
out of reach.

_Given their due, however, Mer-
ritt came to play hockey Thursday
night and proved they deserved
their victory with their hard work
and absence of the chippy style of
play which has' been their
characteristic since the series
began.

The hard-hitting pace of the
seven games proved to work in the
visitors’ favor by Thursday night.
It was obvious that Lakers had
simply run out of steam by the
time the second period rolled
around.

“We didn’'t quit,” sighed Lakers’
coach Don Moores in retrospect of
the series. “We took a lot of crap in
this series and we stayed in it to
theend.

“We dominated the first period
but we were down 2-1 and it was
really nobody’s fault,” added
Moores. ““Things got bad and then
they got progressively worse.”

Lakers went out with dignity too.
Vernon captain Greg Kowal,
always a relentless worker, scored
twice in the late going to provide a
small spark of hope for the 1500

fans on hand. It was too little, lO‘f
Ia?es, but the courage an etc;g_
mination Kowal exhibited sum ®
ed up the attitude of the tearr:,en
forcing the series into se
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lrﬁg‘hen Tent, one of the few Mer;m
natives with the club, scored twice
as did veteran Pat Ryan. Othe;
Centennials’ marksmen include
Kevin Cheveldave, Brad Smiley,
Neil Eisenhut, Drew Turko, Randy
McFarlane, and Mark
Bogoslowski.

Jgim Young and Frank Romeo
combined to block 37 or 47 drives
while Bob Romano made 39 saves
for Merritt.

In other BCJHL action Thursday
night, Abbotsford Flyers won t]_lEll’
best-of-seven series with Rich-
mond Flyers by defeating the
hometown Richmond squad 2-1.

Chris Anderson and Rod Sum-
mers scored for Abbotsford and
Don Rintala had the lone Rich-
mond goal. Flyers go on to meet
Burnaby Bluehawks in the Coastal
Division final matchup.
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BRIAN KRUGER
.. .scored 21

Panthers had a tight
Elame against Prince

upert, trailing 44-43 at
the half before opening up
a little breathing space
later in the game.

“We oixened it up more
in the third quarter but it
was fairly close all the
way,"” said Jackson.
“They (Prince Rupert)

t very well '

Brian Kruger turned in
a sterling performance
for the Vernon h uad

,:“_WII:h‘,zl points while Rod
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ROD CHARLTON
«++ 20 points

Charlton flashed
brilliance with his 20
points, and Ted Vander-
wal showed good things to
come with his 18 points.
Willis Parnell was to)
%un for Prince Rupert.
he point guard for the
B.C. Selects team last
summer hit for 22 points.
Panthers advance to
the playoff round today
with a game against John

“Oliver at 10 a.m. If Pan-

thers win they play the
winner between D.W.

every other team

member hit the

scoreboard in the victory.
Walter Koeler’s 17
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Poppy and Correlieu of
Quesnel.

In other action at the
B.C. High School Basker-
ball Championship Thurs-
dae{, Centennial Centaurs
defeated Oak Bay Bays
76-65, Abbotsford beat
Windsor Dukes of North
Vancouver 79-67, Rich-
mond downed North Sur-
rey Spartans 85-72,
Quesnel defeated Van-
couver College 83-80,
D.W. Poppy of Langley
defeated J.L. Crowe
Hawks of Trail 80-57, and
John Oliver Jokers of
Vaniugver pounded Ble-
mont Braves of i
83%!. Victoria

chmond Colts
Abbotsford Pantherspfllalg
Killarney Cougars of Van-
couver meet Centennial
Centaurs of Coquitlam to-
day in semi- final games,

Meanwhile, Panthers
are pushing for another
victory today which
wouvd elevate them to a
battle for fifth place in the
prsstigeous tournament.

If we have a good
ame we'll be in a posi-
on to challenge for fifth

place,” said Jackson.

1top performer
cause

points, Lorn anson
ith 14, Pat Chemens s
Wally Fisher with 13

apiece paced National



