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SPORTS BRIEFs

Lakers host
two games

After a two-week layoff, Vernon Lakers return to

Centennials Frida
~ Y, and Salmon Arm Totems
?aatténf‘dal\;. Students will be admitted at a discouni
e or both weekend games. Vernon currently oc-
upies second place in the BCJHL'’s Interior l%ivi-

S1on, seven points ahead S
' of Su
Buckaroos. mmerland
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By JIMJUDD
Daily News Sports

Now that the hangovers have subsided and the
celebration is over, we get into 1985, bidding a not-
too fond farewell to 1984. While some of us are hap-
pier to see it gone than others, most are simply hap-
py it's in the past.

With the new year we try to develop an optimistic
spirit about things to come and I'm willing to lead
things off by burying the hatchet between myself

. and professional sports teams in B.C. . par-

. ticularly Vancouver Canucks.

L True I've been guilty of giving them a kick when

- they were down and had lots of fun doing it, but I'm
ready to let bygones be bygones heading into 1985.
If that surprises you let me say that B.C. residents
have Canucks to thank for the change in heart I've
gone through overlast year.

"~ For 11 of the 12 months that was 1984, Canucks
went fruitlessly about their business caring little
for their fans or for their responsibility to the sports
community as professional athletes.

A month ago they were busy re-writing the book
on ineptitude.

But as they say, it’s always darkest before the
dawn and Canucks’ transformation from sea-slugs
to competitors in the last month of the year almost
made up for the previous 11 in which they stunk out
just about every hockey arena in the NHL circuit.

GOOD MONTH

Let’s take heart from the example the boys in
funny uniforms have made for us. While they re-
main a good distance from the playoff picture in
the Smythe Division, Canucks have much to be pro-
ud of for the month of December. The most notable
achievement was the five of six points they took

from the Edmonton Gretzkys in three meetings. . .
one of those a 3-1 victory over the Oilers, in the Nor-
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