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Gilchrist makes jump
from midget to WHL

the Wings don't get pushed around by other
clubs. “Nobody outhits us,” he said. **Junior
hockey has changed since the days of thé big,
bad New Westminster Bruins. There isn't
much fighting or high sticking any more.

Gilchrist has live days al home before
returning to Kelowna for practices Monday
and Tuesday, then a game Wednesday,
against first place Kamloops Ollers

{is paren[s. Murray and Simone, have

augural season, With a playoff berth almost

wﬂl the question, Kelowna Is looking for-

ward to future seasons. And Gilchrist is one

of the players who |s counted on lo turn

Wings Into a contender, _
“We're very pleased with Brent," Arling

said. "He is an exceptionally hard worker

he's improving all the time.”

Gilchrist admits il gels l‘n.nstratlr;ﬁlr when

By DON KENDALL
Daily News Sports Editor

Brent Gilchrist made a move this year thal
most young hockey players can only dream
about

Alter only one season with Vernon Midget
Reps, Gilchrist joined Kelowna Wings, of the
Weslern llockufv League. He is among a

small group of 16-year-old players in a BEC o n e night, particularly when been active in Vernon minor sports for many
league dominated by players ane to four sotymany gghmts are ﬁhcclded by one goal years. Brent's older brother, Gary, played in
: years older le, ‘We're very young and Inexperienced, " he {ne BCJHL with Vernon before spending one
_Despite his l'imzoﬂn[d aggrgs::'\;e‘::'}y:‘ﬁ sald. "'A lot ol nig}:ﬁ‘.weol-!fpla ﬂﬂd““‘—"h“r‘l“ season with Medicine Hal Tigers, O
: ('-Jl:;hr\lr'!l:r:ui:: 'l!xaplt‘:rs ncl'I the B.C. Junior theo sition, but we don llén:;larwin&:n: WHL.
: Hockey League, or return for another year of ;er;nlls:y?l:ﬁm:h‘::::oeﬁpgrﬁun'dur_i"'s the While. he :ﬂx ting an Improved per.
. seasoning w ”"."é" Tﬁﬁnr‘u‘fﬁﬂg x""r"'g second half &!e (the young'play:rsj kmu; formance by his club in 1 ¢ second hailr :' :.hl'ﬁ
nprntc‘ls?'mchm are Igi'lt{ln lnlmiﬁingcam? WHACIJE de 4 Soo eve gt 3 KOO 1983-64 campaign, Brent % Jooking [0

games behind us now."

14 POINTS
Glichrist has 14 points, Includin

to future seasons with the Wings
“w:'re going to be lough next year andn%
year after,"” he sald. "Next season, it wi

and stuck ; ‘
The adjustmenl hasn't been easy!

| Not only did he have lo ml'(nsl to a far four

mpelitive level of hockey, he also owever, his most obvious statistic is  us who have the experience.” 3
| hm;:’“'“‘:?""ﬁ“' home and keep up his school g };J:{alty total, just two minutes in 34 After his junior camrﬁéfhuhe dttlgsl!llul g0
marks han 1 thought it games. Throughout his minor hncke){ “n;rﬁ g‘i}qf:tiy t& ::;s 9;::?:5‘1)“3“9"?!}'8‘ con-
“It has been a lot tougher than ggressive and at times, .
would be,"” the young forward said, not on the lnes::::lﬁown ot tribules money towards the education of

Ice, but off, 1t Is tough to play hplckey, go on
road trips, and go to high school.

IN CELLAR
Wings, who are buried in the WHL cellar,

their players after they complele tier one

hockey.

Gnanst said, “It is just like a scholarship,
only paid for by the Wings instead of th?
.1t 1 don't go any further in hockey,

“1 don’t think I've changed my style any,"
he sald. ‘I still hit hard and [inish my
checks, It Is a lot different in junior, you can
hit harder. Also, | think the referees pro-

m a prairie swin bably give me a bil of a break because I'm  5¢ Ak g0 ATy
;[';:rn‘l he;’ Iltlrjsrln:tcslr cgnosecutlvg outings Tbg one gf smallest guys (59", 155 pounds) on “-:r th‘:'“‘:; ';"r'"::'r'ls;‘:!-nr i the WHL, he has
second year team now has a 6-29-1 record for  the ice.”

a long time to impress the pro scouts!

13 points, one less than at this time in its in- Despite the team’s youth, Gilchrist said

Wensley joins
all-star squad

A

JUDD'S JOURNAL

Wings

: - | L]
- The Interior Division has (illed its 20- defenceman Tom Benson, of Sum- stumb lng
VERNON minor hockey graduste Brent  man roster for the annual B.C. Junior merland Buckaroos; éﬁx:;ﬁ:ﬂ“lt? & T
Gilchrist is in his first season with Kelowna  Hockey League all-star game, Jan.19,in Barfaro and Mike i e S RS p B JﬁMJ
Wings, of the WHL. Wings had & disastrous first  Richmond. Et\f’eiﬁ:tlkgf R;:ngt?:fc‘m ‘]'(al s e lly mswm ; P
half, but Gilchrist axpects a big improvement in Eight players, Including Vernon YE€rigin, Pat Feeley. of Merrilt Someone wanl: # gndd turnthis Christmas
the club after Christmas. winger Bog \e”ensie , were added to the dé;‘g?ﬂ?ﬂﬂ‘ MATocLY) and help a dyin elowna?
squad, Tuesday. However, Wensley's Sumrnerlaind and Yernon have a total There are kids dying in Kelowna, not literally, but

RACING DAYS
EXPANSION
HURTS BALL

Vernon Agriculture Soclety, operators of Vernon
Racing Days, appear to have declared war on the
North Okanagan's 3,000 soltball players.

The society (VAS) plans to expand ils raciﬂ
season from three to four weeks next summer a
has asked the Greater Vernon Parks and Recreation
District Committee not to allow any softball at Kin
Race Track Park for a week prior to racing to per-
mil track maintenance. . . . |

Kin Race Track Park houses the city's four best
, two of which will have lights in-

stalled for the 1984 season. If the VAS application is
mm\rﬂd by the recreation committee, no softball
be played lnlhenart[mm.!u]yﬁlnﬁug{l.

City officials incl Ald. Eric Reich, who is
chairman of the recreal commitiee, mel with
resentatives of the VAS, Tuesday, to te a
solution, Russ Postill, Lionel Valair, and Paul Du-
mont represented the YAS at the meeting.

. (VAS) are not reasonable,” Reich
said. “We asked that the avallable the week
prior lo races and on nlﬁ:: (Tuesdays, Wednesdays,
and Thursda .’ when there are no races. We were

MNatly ref A

Vernon Racing Days expanded from two to three
weekends last year and the VAS recently informed
the recreation committee of its plan to include four
weekends of racing In 1984.

Relch sald, “We didn’t want to fight, we wanted to
negotiate. Kin Park is a multi-use facility, Tax-

tion is 40,000
into its lighting project. It is not u&m keep
them out of the park for five weeks during the prime
baseball season."

Reich said he will take the results of Tuesday's
meeting o the next recreation committee meeting,
in mid-January.

“The recreation committee will make the final
decision," Reich said,

availability for the game is in doubt due
to a pending suspension. The 20-year-old
forward recelved a match penally after
an incident last week, in Penticton
Lakers are awaiting notification from
the B.C. Amateur Hockey Associalion
about the length of suspension.

Four other Vernon players, Gavin
Shuya, Ken MacKenzle, Kossan,
and Dave Wensley were named lo the
first or second all-star teams, Sunday.
Lakers' rookie Coach Mike Enemark
will be behind the bench

Other additions to the roster were: for-
wards Kelly Evan and Greg Cyr and

of five plagerson the 20-man roster. Pen-
ticton, which shares first place with
Lakers, has only three representatives
on the squad.

Enemark said he was told, not asked,
who the pickups would be. “They (the
BCJHL) chose the players and notified
me who they were, ' Enemark said. “I
thought there would have been at least
one more of our rlayefs,"

1f any of the pla are unable to par-
ticipate due to injuries or suspensions,
Enemark may choose the replacements.

Lakers are idle until Dec, 28 when they
meet the Buckaroos, in Summeriand.

P e ERR |

Knights take over

leton Knighls moy-
ed into first place In the
BCJHL Division
T A
victory over visitin
Rwelszteﬂ . .

. Lokecs Bt pkeks
non ¥y two
in the battle for Interior
Division supremacy, but
Lakers now have one
ﬁ%gr in hand on the Pen-

n squad.
NIn ojlher action Tuesday,
anaimo Clippers were
Uiree 611 o0 paess bt
players but
still earned an 8-3 victory
over Abbolsford Flyers.
Meanwhile lennd

eyes an
Eagles battled to aﬂ'?-;

oveértime tie.

In Penticton, the teams
were tied 2-2 after the first
period and 44 after 40
minutes before Knights
got three unanswered

in the final frame,
ATTACK

Mike DeAngelis led the
winners with a pair of

als while singles came
rom Murray Winnicki,

lan Ksligg] Mike Barzal and
Rod uter who scored
Fr:frdm at 11:41 of the
Ron Bonora, Richie
Dusevic, Guy Phl]li‘n. and
Todd Torrens replied for
Pentiet alkeepe:
enticton go r
Mike Jell’reyg made 18
saves while Mark Filz-
patrick turned aside 36
shots al the Revelstoke
nets.
50 POINTS
The win Penticton
50 points while Revelstoke
Is currently in third place.
In Nanaimo, the Clip-
held a 2-1 edge after
opening period and led
§-2 going into the final 20
minutes,
Len Evans and Darrel
P?g‘erslon led the Cl
W wo goals ap
while singles came from
Al Johnston, Dale Brisco,
Bill Hardy and Shane

 McFaul scored
twice for Abbotsford and
Mike Bulka had one goal.

“"top spot in division

In Richmond, with the
teams tied 7-7 in overtime,
Langley's Joe West
thought his slapshot at
5:50 wenl into the net
behind Sockeye
E?t'l:he ]udgglhouyit
differently and the
ended in a tie after 10-
minute overtime period.

Richmond led 3-1 after
one period and 5-3 at the
end of the second. But

ey started its com-

with three quick

goals in the first 1:10

minutes of the third period
to Lake the lead.

Richmond’s David

Thipps scored the tyi
mlmls:lz. tying

Eric Catchpole led the
scoring for Richmond with

mark of i

at least spiritually and morally

The kids in question are the roun ters who play
for Kelowna Wings, doormats of the Western Hockey
League for the second, consecutive season.

We could contribute toward an em‘rty stocking
fund, or maybe an empty Cooperall fund?

Anyway we'll use what's collected to ase a
new mana. ent for the Wings. In the process

haps we'll save face and a [ew careers for the

ms who toil aimlessly for the Kelowna junior
hockey [ranchise because no doubt the Wings
record is doubly hard on the team’s 16 and 17 year
olds who make up the majority of the roster.

It's not that the Wings are the [irst major junior

hockey team to ience the doldrums and it's a
safe bet they won'L be the last.
SINKING LOWER

But it is hard to imagine sinking lower than the
titude Wings set last season which Is ex-

actly the hole Kelowna’s tier one squad has dug itself

a recenl six-game road to

ﬂ!ﬂm by swing
anitoba and back . . . all of which turned a big fat
nothing in the win column for Kelowna.
WingmsominracLLheymmmalyme
point shy

ed in their ina
Ui

Is expected to be a bla
be absorbed.

club will at least kick (ree of the
sophomore slumps and occasional

be written off as growing pains, It's
sidered a more producr.ﬁm se
year two.

It's obvious the Wings' mana
Ing. God EI. g

of the mid-season watermark they produc-
al 1982-83 campa}pl.

y, the first year of a new franchise
ck oné . . , even a disaster can’
However, it's likewise assumed that a second-year

shell. Although
osing streaks can
s ally con-
ason is inevitable in

'NOT PRODUCING

L is nol produc-

knows no se! player wanls to

face bnc:i-l&back years like Kelowna has so far been

So maybe the cure lies in the cause. Get rid of the
ment and better things lie ahead. After all,

what have the Wings

“Founlose?
By contrast, the Western Hockey League's other
re franchise, Prince Albert Ra!ders] has
ocri

already traversed the bridge leading from med

mana

ty {obscurity in Kelowna's case) and is well on I.he
roa

to respectability.
In fact, at last tally, the second-vear Raiders had
to battle their way into third place in the

WHL's Eastern Division and in doing so have pro-

duced one of the

newest and hottest rsmrleg in

junior hockey around the province of Saskatchewan.

4 more desirable

Kelowna, and I'll

a %added rubber room
O

i'unjormm

hoc

mulating a dynasty in professional hock
Just too :!nmf lo:]cgs arm o
evel,

ends Lo on a paid professional.

Show me someone who says Prince Albert, Sask. Is
ace to play junior hockey than
you someone who's ready for

m what we hear at this end of the line, Wings
re still to the belief that recruiting
growing with them is the route to a

dynasty.
What our Kelowna coun in the junior
game don't seem to re is that unlike for-

there are
work eroding this sort of plan

FRUSTRATION

For one thing, the frustration of conslal
rates a little harder on a 16 or 17 year nll.’nrlu

L the junior

losin,
than

Having had some degree of

o have experience

success some time in his career, a profess

rlnyer might be able to rise to
on his experi
bt;fol positi /e relsfore Ioré)’t-ilﬂ).

youngster o the point
at least goin i Aot

lonal
e L
. even Il It's only a
ve reinforcem bolster
owever, the same situation can h‘ljrmtin o

the
back 1o a level otuglaylm: hmmat

won't be nearly so cruel to him

',
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