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TAPP RETURNS TO VERNON

R &
VERNON LAKERS owners Carl

Enemark, left, and Bud Russell,
right, welcome Chuck Tapp to the

KELOWNA (Special) — A change
in name will not be the only dil-
ference this season for the B.C.
Junior Hockey League’s
Revelstoke Rangers.

The Interior Division squad has
been named as a number one af-
filiate of the Western Hockey
League’s Kelowna Wings.

“‘We decided to affiliate with
them for two reasons,” said Wings'
General Manager Joe Arling.

“First is a financial one, they are

close enough to keep costs down,
but secondly we were impressed

organization.
Monday as head coach.

(Daily News Photo)

Kelowna affiliates
with Revelstoke club

with the job Murray Lawrence did
last year with Vernon Lakers and
we think Revelstoke will be suc-
cessful under him.”

Lawrence was fired in early-May
by former Lakers' owner Ray Willi-
ment. Difference of philosqg)l?
was one of the reasons cited.
Lawrence was recently named
coach and general manager of the
Rangers.

Arling expects to place about six
layers with the Rangers, but also

opes to use Summerland
Buckaroos and Shuswap Totems
for development of players.

Tapp was named,

By JIM JUDD
Daily News Sports
Carl Enemark and

Bud Russell, co-owners
of Vernon Lakers Junior
Hockey Club, Monday
announced the signin
of Chuck Tapp as hea
coach for the 1983-84
season,

Tapp, 29, spent three
months as assistant
coach of Lakers in
1982-83 before moving
on to become assistant
coach of Kelowna
Wings, of the Western
Hockey League, for the
remainder of that
season.

“1 had an offer from
the Wings and I felt I'd
learn a lot more with a
major junior club,”
quppsaid.

app will nnﬁ

reassign that persona
know%rédge to the
Lakers.

Born in North Bar.
Ont., Tapp grew up in
Montreal where he
Elayed major _junior
ockey for Pirfon
Pirates, of the Quebec
Hockey League. In addi-
tion to his stint with
Kelowna last season,
Tapp also has previous
coaching experience
with minor teams in
both Montral and
Kelowna, where he has
resided since 1977.

Although the sum is
undisclosed, Tapp's
position with Lakers
will be a paid one.

Tap g 's basic
philosophy of the game
will be similar to that
which former coach
Murray Lawrence im-
glemented last season,
ut with a few major dif-
ferences.

*“‘Moving the puck and
very disciplined hockey
is my philosophy,
basically knowing

where everyone is,”” he
said. “I'll also be look-
ing for a more ag-
gressive team, though
not a goon squad.

“I'm nol too in-
terested in size . . . just
aggression and deter-
mination."

With training camp
opening Sept. 1 and run-
ning for only about one
week, Tapp will have a
message for his return-
ing veteran players
once he does contact
them,

“If I've got any advice
to returning vets, it will
be come back in shape
because we won't have
much time.

“I haven't talked to
any of the guys yet but
there's a possibility of 14
vets returning.”

“Everyone we’ve con-
tacted from last year's
club is returning,’’
Enemark said.

In addition to veteran
Eiayers. both Tapp and

akers' management
have had their eyes and
ears open for possible
players. In all, the camp
should boast in excess of
70 hopefuls, according
to Tapp.

“I have some players
in mind and there’s lots
of excellent local
mid%ets and juveniles
available. I've done a
depth chart of the team
so I know what we've
got and what we’re look-
ing for.”

One of the positions
Lakers may be looking
to fill is goaltender.

Lakers name head coach

Though Tapp hasn't
contacted any
goaltenders at this
point, he is optimistic
about returning
veterans.

*“I hope to have Matt
Sekela back. I've known
Matty for years and I
coached against him in
midgets.”

“I hope to have Matt
Sekela back. I've known
Matty for years and I
coached against him in
midgets.”

Basically, however,
Tapp will have two
things in mind as he
assesses his hopefuls.

“Speed, with a little
more aggression. [ have
a system we're Eoing to
itmplement and stick
0."

Junior league scraps
interlocking schedule

Vernon Lakers, along with the other

teams in both the Coast and Interior
Divisons of the B.C. Junior Hockey
League, will adhere to a 56-game
schedule like last year but, unlike the
1982-83 season, there will be no inter-
locking games between the two divi-
sions.

“Four teams in this division wanted
to interlock and two didn’t, Merritt and
Revelstoke,” said Lakers’ General
Manager Carl Enemark. “On the
Coast, two teams wanted to Play the in-
terlocking season and five didn't.

“There’s a league meeting July 10 in
Vernon to discuss the scheduling . . .
mostly it’'s just a financial question.”

Meanwhile, the Coast Division will
drop from seven teams to six with the
loss of Langley Eagles.

Eagles have been suspended from

lay for the 1983-84 season due to a con-

roversy involving team owner Ron
Dickson.

Dickson is also part owner of the
Western Hockey League franchise, be-
ing moved from Nanaimo to New
Westminster this season.

On the home front, Lakers will open
their season with a pair of exhibition
Eames against the Summerland

uckaroos. The series with the 1983 In-
terior Division defending champions
will be a home-and-home event with
Summerland here Sept. 20, and Lakers
in Summerland, Sept. 23.

“We wanted to be the first team to
Elay in Summerland this season," said
nemark.

Local hockey fans who hold season
tickets may find their seats numbered
this season if Lakers’ management
gets the go-ahead for the scheme.

“We're hoping to get 400 to 600
numbered seats in the arena for season
ticket holders,” added Enemark.




