Local players help Flyers
reach B.C. championships

By JIM JUDD
Daily News Sports
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Kevin Poirjer and J
Leschuk are members %(l'
Abbo_lsford Flyers. Flyers
are just one brief series
away from becoming the
provincial junior hockey
champions. * Earlier this
week, the Abbotsford crew
sidelined Kelowna
Buckaroos to become the
new B.C. Junior Hockey
LcEgg_udecham ions,
rriday, Flyers fa
Williams LakcyMuslangC;
champions of the Peace-
Cariboo Junior Hocke
League. The best-of-three
matchup will decide who
Boes on to face the Alberta
champs, and from there on
to the Abbott Cup final
then the Centennial Cup. :

One of the two Vernon
players, Poirier, will be
able to complete his junior
hockey season with a clear
mind and a conscience that
Is at ease. Poirier, offered
a full athletic scholarship
from International Univer-
sity Gulls in San Diego,
California, only Wednes-
day had his offer confirm-
ed, opening up a paved
road to both higher educa-
tion and a possible future
in hockey.

KEVIN POIRIER
. . . scholarship

“Coach Ron Ingram
phoned me yesterday and
confirmed their offer of a
ﬁcho‘iarship," said Poirier.

He's sending the nec-
cesary papers for me to
sign.”

_Normally a U.S. univer-
sity athletic scholarship
last a full four years, but
Since Poirier is now a 20-
year old, the offer will last
for only three years. His
fourth and final year would
have to be financed by his
OWn means.

. Poirier was scouted dur-
ing his regular season play
with the Flyers, a team he
played just 35 games with
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Local team
wins tourney

Coldstream Hotel Carl-
ings, of Vernon, blasted
Trail 7-2 in the champion-
ship game of the recent
Pacific Northwest Classic
Hockey Tournament in
Spokane, Wash. Carlings
won four consecutive

ames during the tourney.
gnother Vernon -t%m
Pecan Pies, placed ird
by blanking Spokane 90 in
the ‘B’ final. Monashee
Oldtimers, of Lumby, won
only one game but brought
home the Most Sport-
smanlike Team Trophy.

Season opens

Fifty golfers par-
ticipated in opening ladies’
day play, Tuesday, at the
Vernon Golf and Count
Club. Closest to pin awa 3
went to Karen Hassar
(0-25 handicap) and Vi
Harrison ( handicap)d.
Longest drive, in the 40 an
over handicap category,
was fired Marde
Millidge. Low net awards
weant to Betty C{ﬂ[’!{_e_.

6-2 and No. 8 Virginia
Ruzici of Romania had an
casy time with Yugosla-
vian Mima Jausovec 6-1,
6-2.

Will return

N E WY 0 R K
(AP)—Franz Beckenbauer
will return to the Cosmos,
the defending North
American Soccer League
champions, for the 1983
season.

“Franz Beckenbauer is
synonymous with the word
‘class,” and we're thrilled
he's been persuaded to
return,” Neshui Ertegun,
chairman of the board of
the Cosmos, told a news
conference Wednesday.
Details of Beckenbauer’s
contract were not disclos-

ed’l‘he 37-year-old West
German left the Cosmos
after spending four years
with the team and leading
them to league titles in
1977, 1978 and 1980.

He returned to West Ger-

o aftar the 1080 ceacnn

' Centennial
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because of an injury
earlier in the season. He
still managed to amass 30
goals and 35 assists in
those 35 games.

““The assistant coach
from San Diego was in Ab-
botsford several times this
year and he's the one
responsible for scouting
me,"" added Poirier.

With his future secure,

' Poirier, and Leschuk, can

concentrate on the
business at hand . . . help-
ing Flyers get to the
Cup,

junior hockey supremacy
in this country.

Lexchuk, like his friend
Poirier, got his start in the
minor hockey system in
Vernon. Both players
helped Vernon Coca-cola
Juvenile Reps to the
Western Canada title in
1980 before turning to
junior careers.

While Poirier toiled one
season with Vernon Lakers
before a season in senior
hockey and finally Ab-
botsford, Leschuk has re-
mained on the junior
hockey path since his
Juvenile days. After a brief
stint with Seattle
Breakers, of the Western
Hockey League, Leschuk
spent a season and a half
with New Westminster
Royals. It was only after

JOE LESCHUK
.. . defenceman

the all-star break and
following a 12-game
suspension handed down
by the league that the local
defenceman was able to
switch his alegience to Ab-
botsford Flyers for the se-
cond half of the season. He
has been a two-time all-
star defenceman in the BC-
JHL.

Poirier said, ‘‘Joe’s real-
ly helped us out ... he’s
really straightened out our
defence.”

Both players feel the
ressure on them to per-
orm in post-season since
the winning season they

Prolific line
leads Abbotsford

ABBOTSFORD, B.C. (CP) — The most anls and 90 assists. Vos, the left winger,

E[roiiﬁc-scoring trio in the B.C. Junior
ockey League has been dubbed the GAP

line — goals, assists,

The line of centre Bill Shi

wingers Ralph Vos and Dwight
Mathiasen was formed last fall by coach
Don Berry of Abbotsford Flyers and the

unit led the team to
championship.

They combined to score
assists and 423
games when

In the
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“With the season We ve
had we started looking for-
ward to the Centennia Cup
some time ago, said
Leschuk. ‘“The talk gr"ound
Abbotsford is that it's ex-
pected we win it all. :

the teams the Flyers

mf:ret in the near future
provide no more competi-
tion than they've ex-

rience to date, it could
Bg smooth sailing right to
the national final. Flyers
downed Burnaby
Bluehawks in the opening
round before disposing of
New Westminster and
finally Kelowna.

‘“We basically outplayed
Kelowna . . . I thought we
would have a tougher
series than they showed us.
We were really up for that
series,” said Leschuk.

Despite their easy vic-
tories to date, there’s no
way either of the Vernon
players, or the rest of the
Abbotsford team, is going
to let it go to their heads.
“‘Basically we don’t want
to be over-confident,” said
Poirier, referring to their
pending mini-series with
the Peace-Cariboo cham-
pions ... generally con-
sidered to be a weak-sister
league of the BCJHL and
who have yet been to
defeat a BCJHL team in
playoffs.

ad 39 goals and 99 assists for 138 points
and left winger Mathiasen had 50 goals
and 73 assists for 123

"*We know what each other is doing and
we're all the same t of
Shibicky said this week.
passing and finesse game.
t we'd do pretty well, but not
e’ve got a lot more points than
I thought we would. ThinFs just seem to
happen when we’re on the

HAS THE SMARTS

New Westminster coach Al Patterson,
who led Burnaby Winter Club midgets to
the Air Canada Cup one year ago, said
Shibicky is one of the smartest players in

points.
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