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NEW COACH APPOINTED

Totems

By JIMJUDD Daily News Sports

Salmon Arm Shuswap Totems announced the
outright release of head coach Terry Shykora and the
appointment of assistant coach Alvin Backus as
reg]acement for the coaching position.

he news came Wednesday from Gord Mackintosh,
general manager of the Totems.

Mackintosh said, “We thought we needed to make a
change for the betterment of the team. We’ve played at
the same level since about November now, having
about a .500 record or less at times. We think we have
the talent to go farther that what we’ve done so far and
therefore we felt a coaching change was necessary to
achieve the results we wanted.”

Shykora was less certain about the club’s potential
saying, “I think they (management) are setting their
expectations too high . . . we only have two or three ex-
perienced players on the team.

“I'll admit that in the last while we haven't played up
to our {)otenlial, beating Penticton then losing to Mer-
ritt, but what they don’t realize is that being a new fran-

chise and having to pick up players nobody else
r\;vamed, we don’t have the depth that the other clubs
ave.”
Mackintosh, meanwhile, felt that Bachus would
make a better coach because of his closer ties with the
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“He (Backus) has an excellent rﬁppor‘t Ei
players and he’s a good disci linarian. SR nie

Backus was not available for comme d not be so

Shykora thought perhaps the players wo i
quick to switch their allegiance. how the players take it

& ns will depend on i
(coﬁ‘é'r‘,?.ﬁé‘ e %?:ge). If they’re happy maybe they \?lll

ter. ) !
pl’zll‘{)tt:;rtls currently holding down fourth spot 1112 ér}e Bgc.
JHL Interior Division with a record of 24 wins, 26 losses
and one tie. They trail Vernon Lakers, Kelowna
ton Knights. They have recotds

k s, and Pentic !
Efuﬁ)raegoevins five losses against Vernon and Kle(loyv a
but have five wins and two losses against the Kni : ts

i on. y 8
thllglzsagﬁ?ntosh said, “We feel we can pull it together in
the next seven games and make a good show zor

urselves in the playoffs.” ) nEs?
¥ \l}f;'non travels tJ(; Revelstoke, tonight, for its final

meeting of the season with Rockets. Lakers lead the In-
terior Division with 59 points, one more thar_l Keioyvna

and Penticton. :
In Wednesday’s lone BCJHL game, New

Westminster Royals hammered visiting Cowichan
Capitals 19-2.
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