ASBUCKS DROPTWO

Another roller coaster

By MIKE CONDON
(Sporte Editor)

The old song has if that "Two
out of threa ain't bad” but i
migsos tho next ling « “If you win
the two."

The roller coasler rido thal
has beon the Kelowna
Buckeroos' season so far hil
more rlses and dips during the
past waekand as the Bucke los!
a hearlbroakor, took one con:

* vinclng win and then threw in
the towel In the third game.

The weekend results loft the
BCJHL's Intelor Dlv&slunsilﬂhl-
ly clearer In the race for firs!
place allhough enything stil
can, and ﬁrohably will happan,
before Ihe regular season
closes on Mar. 6.

The Bucks playad two good
periods In Penticlon Friday only
to give up a tieing goal Inslde
the final 12 seconds and then
losa the game on & delensive
lapse 10 saconds nto overime.

They had shown a ?raal (eal
of character In the third perlod

to ﬁull ghead after tralling 4-2
with less than seven minules to

go.

Simon Wheeldon and Derrlck
Ruppel traded goals in the firs!

riod, Kelly Para and Shawn

gityjohn did the same 55
gecnnds apad in the second ane
Iy for Brett Hull to give the
Knights the lead again at 15:31,

hen Dan Gerarden scored
at 250 of the third and the
Knights, eitheugh being pinnad
in their own zone for much of
the time, kepithe Bucks at bay,
it looked as if the game was go-
in? to fizzle out.

| was during this ever in-
creasing pressure that the line
of Marcel Raby, Scott Shoffstall
and Enzo Caccavo began to
force the Knights into mistakes
with some ferocious

““forechecking. 1., 1 .

From a face off in the Pentic-
ton zone, Caccavo collared a
loose puck and picked the far
comer o close the score 1o 4-3.
. This came at 13:43 and little
more fhan two minutes laler the
Bucks were level as Jeff Ar
mitage got his stick on the puck

i in front of goal. 15 seconds later

. the turnaround was almost com-

. plete as Shofistall set Caccavo

' in free and the winger deked

" Foster to score under the
crossbar,

Caccavo 5 not the most
popular player in Penticton so
his celebration in front of the
Knights’ baneh wasn't too well
raceived.

It looked as if referee Eric
Ausman wanted overtime as he
penalized Misko Antisin at
17:37 on a borderline call but

hoared chack along the boards
andset up Rick Boh whohad no
irouble boating Randy Kirby for
{ha winner.

There Wera 5oma Ugly scenes
on (he ico s the teams made
{hek way (o the droseing roems,
Cacoavo havln? to b restrain-
ad by Dale Relmer from gﬁnﬂ
altor Knights' coach HRic
Kozuback,

“Ho was calling our players
some really foul namee a8 ihey
were going off, there's no nged
for that when you've won the
game,” sald Caccavo,

The following night the Bucks ~ twos.

put that disappaintment behind
them as they finally broke a
home losing streak lo the
Lakars with the kind of slld per-
formance they will need If the
two teams should meel In the
pl%ofrs [ater this year,

o first period was aimost a
non event with Ken McKenzie
glving the Lakers the lead al
12:1 and Shoffstall tieing the
game at tha 15 minute mark.

The second was far more
entertaining with the Bucks slar-
ling to hil and the Lakers show
Ing that thay weren't happy with
{hat kind of game.

With the goalposts and Rex
Grant geting In the way of
many shos tha Bugks wara
feeling frustrated that their anly
reward was a bllslerim shot
from Caccavo thal whipped
through Grant's pads at 8:15.

The Bucks were furlher
stymied in their attempls to get
some momentum by indiferent
releresing that left them short
handed three times, the third
cosfing them as the Lakers'
pover play, almost anaemic
threughout the game, clicked
with 42 seconds left in the

period,

That could have been the lift
the Lakers needed for the third
butwith Kirby in fine form atthe
back, the forwards starled the
relentless forchecking that had
disturbed the Knights lhe
previous evening.

Goals had o come and once
Shawn Pettyjohn had cracked
fhe rearguard at 10:37 the
Raby, Shoffisall and Caccivo
fine moved info top gear and
popped in two more inside two
minutes, Caccavo making it 4-2
at 13:23 and then Raby conver-
fing Caccavo's behind the nel
pass af 15:19.

The Bucks outshot the Lakers
%M,

The following night in Vernon

ihe Bucks got off to  good slart

the Bucks kled off the short (RS

handed threat only to have a

defensive mistake set up the [§

Knights for a three on one that
Steve Charbonneau converted
with time running out.

The Bucks didn't even have "

time to get warm in overtime as

Gerarden fought off a half -

with Shoffetall opening the scor-
Ing after 3:09 but fromthen on it
was all downhill s the Bucks
defance became non oxlstanl,

The Lakers scored seven
unanswared goals balwoen the
four minule mark and tho end of
the second period &nd must
have loft the lce Ihimking that
Santa Claus had pald a late visit
1o the arena.

“The dols on the lco did a
bottor Job that our dafance,”
sald a boleagured Kirby afler
the game, "'ve nover seen so
many Ilhren on ones ard four on

In aditon to faling (o take
the man out, the Bucksalso pro-
vod to be over gererous In

passing the puck, finding white
sweaters far more often than
they were able to corinect with
plmrs wearing red anes,

en Rod Schiuter was trip-
ped at centre ics, allowing Bob
Wenslay o skate in unmolested
for the fith goal, the heads
sagged.

They did recover some sslf
respact in the third by shutting
down the Lakers and scoring
three goals themsalves but by
then the game had become a
meaniaﬂre_ss exerclse.

Had the team played with half
the spirit it showed Saturday
then the result could have besn
s0 much different bacause the
Lakers showed litle imagina-
tion. They didn't have to, all
they had to do was accept the

Enzo Caccavo shows how It feels to score in Penticton

qifts as thoy came,

The raco was further confus-
od Salurday s the Shuswap
Tolema wen! Into Panticton and
won 64 10 giv them sk wins
out of elght agains! the Knights
this season, a record that may
lsave the Knights unwiling to
preas oo hardfor first place and
1ne resultant soven gama series
With the certain fo finish In
fourth place Totems,

This coming weakend sees
more cruclal malch ups in the
race for first place.

On Friday the Lakers gu Inta
Ponticton and then Saturday
the hotlest rivalry In junlor
hocker resumos as the I(thts
move Inlo Memorial Arena for a

game with the Bucks,

On Sunday the Knights con-
tinue thelr travels, heading into *
Vernon for a return game with
the Lakers, The following Tues-
day the Bucks go to Vemon
once more,
BUCK-SHOT The Bucks have
lost winger Don Barber for
saven to 10 days with a partially.
saparated shoulder he received
in Saturday's game. He should
be -back in uniform for the
Bucks' game in Vernon naxt
week..an unconfirmed report
from the coast has the Knights
baing penalized two points for
playing an Ineligible player in a

me several weaks ago..the
fine of Shoffstall, Raby and Cac-
cavo was the most successful
for the Bucks this past
weakend, clicking for 18 points
in the three games.

Lift for
Lakers
on Island

A visit fo Vancouver lsland

was coach Brock Tully's hope of
ridding the Okananan Collagas *



