» IN JUNIOR HOCKEY

Kapick

trike forces

cancelled games

> National
r  strike
ek today
f a formal
» schedul-

sion money, though the television
revenue is a point of dispute — the
networks are paying their regular
fees for the first two weeks of the
strike, but owners are counting it as

chief negotiator for the management
council, said the owners were willing
to guarantee the $1.6 billion they
have offered, “if the union drops its
demand for a wage scale.”
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VERNON MINOR

hockey product, Nick
Kapicki, has already
established himself as
one of the top penalty
killers with Vernon
Lakers. Kapicki and
the rest of the Lakers
will try for their first
win when they host
Revelstoke Rockets,
Friday, in the Civic
Arena.
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ow he’s proving h
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s coach. However, this year
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e can play with the best of

under the guidance of Head Coach Murray Lawrence,q

Kapicki is the

hift. ! .
regu}](?i)?clld, who stands 5’6" and weighs 145 pounds, is;

considered by many to be too small to play junior hockey..,

team’s top penalty Killer and takes a',

But Lawrence, and more importantly Kapicki himself,

have dispelled that theory.

“I played a few games up i E With |
team al;dythen they released me,” said Kapicki. ““He .

(MacBeth) said it was due to my size, I really didn't i

agree with the decision.”

Now with Lawrence calling the shots, Ka

in Prince George with the

icki has

been given the chance he deserved and he isn’t disappoin-

ting.
AN OPPORTUNITY

“Mr. Lawrence has given me the op
what I can do,” said Kapicki. “I

(Lawrence) wants to use me as a penalty killer or on a
regular line, but it really doesn’t matter, just as long as I 4

play.”

Despite the fact Lakers are 0-2 on the year, Kapicki '
thinks with the talent assembled on the team,

lus with

Lawrence as coach, Lakers can go a long way this season.
“] think he’s a really good coach, he gets on the same'
wave length as the players, and still has dlsciﬂlme," said

Kapicki. “Last year the big thing was t

e lack of

ortunity to shoﬁ.
on’t know if he-

discipline and it kind of got away on him (MacBeth). But’
this year Lawrence has respect for his players and we °

respect him."”

Kapicki played for Vernon Juvenile Reps last year

and

Kamloops Oilers, of the Western Hockey League. o]
“It was a three-day camp with two games every-
day,” he said. “There was some pretty big guys there,

but it wasn’t much different than

rookie camp.”
MOTORS AROUND

Kapicki said he tries to avoid the heavy hitting as
much as possible, but still isn’t afraid to mix it up.

“I just like to go out there and motor around,’
have to help out and do some hitting

Kapicki. “But I sti
on mg;own.”

them to the league final, where they lost to Pen- -
ticton. Earlier this year he attended the rookie camp of"

ere because it was a -

’ said, -

sides getting used to the more aggressive play in
junior hockey, Kapicki also has to make adjustments as
far as q'ulckness inplay goes.

It

'

s a lot faster in junior, there's not much time tg

think or look around. Once you get the puck you have ta'"
know what to do with or you’¥e ingtrouble?” 4 ;

The adjustment to junior has been made easier for’
few returnmgoglayers in Lakers’ lineup.
ave guys like R

Kapicki b;
‘ iwe

rookies out.”

Kapicki, 18, is in his final year of high school so coupl*'”

s

bie Kossan, who is really
talented, and Peter Olipant, who has been in the league -
before, and know what to expect and that helps he

ed with the rigors of hockey, he also has to keep up on his

studies.

Kapicki and company will try for their first win of thes

season when they host Revelstol

m. On Saturday, the team

g.'evelstoke and then will be
p.m. start with the Kelowna

e Rockets, Friday, at 8}

makes a return visit tor

back home Sunday, for a 7
Buckaroos..
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