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NDALL’S KORNER

Junior club faces obstacles

It was announced this week that Vernon will rejoin
the B.C. Junior Hockey League. for the 1980-81 season,
after a one-year leave of absence.

You'll have te excuse me If | greet the an-
nouncement with some reservations. I have seen Ver-
noi's junior hockey team play home games in front of
100 paople. [ have seen too many people walk out of the
arena disgusted after brawls. And ['ve watched as
several local businessmen sacrificed thousands of
dollars to keep the junior club alive.

Vern Dye and Han. Aarsen, who are organizing a
group of 10 owners lo operate the team, are optimistic.
And [ wish thera luck. Local hockey fans would love to
ree junlor "A' return. But, the owners face many ob-
stacles. And there aren’ too many new Ideas totry.

Vernon Essos won the B.C. Juntor Hockey League
titie in 1672 and that Is the last season the club showed a
From then, it was stralght downhill,

1n 1973-74, the club changed Its name from Essos o
Vikings and was & serfous contender for the league titie
However, even with superstar Don Murdoch In the line
up. the Vikings couldn't attract enough fans.

HIRED TENNANT

The next year, the owners decided to hire former
colorful Joe Tennant as coach and general manager.
Tennant, famous for his aggressive style of ccaching,
brought a goon squad to town in 187475, They dldn’t win
too many games, but they did [ots of fighting.

The following season, Tennant bullt a team that
broke virtually every L regular season record.
However, the Vikings were eliminated in the playoffs, by
Penticton

Tennant's years were full of excitement, but the
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operating costs were outrageous. No exact figures were
released bul It 1 estimated the team lost £30,000 during
the 167576 season.

Dye took over the club in 1076:77. With a tight budget
alittlé talent to choose from. the club battied through &
mediocre season. Even with the moderate budget, the
team still lost thousands of dollars.

The next season was the worst In the club's history.
The Vikings broke many records for futllity including
least wins and most losses.

or the 1977-18 season, the club was sold to a group
of seven local tusinessmen, led by Sheldon Bloomer,
who hecame the tram’s general manager.

NAME CHANGED

The team name was changed to Canadians, Greg
Kvisle from Saskatchewan was hired as coach, and the
emphasis was placed on using local players.

Even with 10 Vernon players in the line-up, the
Canadlans still lost Ln €xcess of $20,000

The ownership group attempled Lo sell the clu®, tad
no takers, and settied for a leave of absence from the
league.

Dye. Aarsen, and company will attend a BCJHL
meeting next week (o finalize the application to rejoin
the loop.

Some of the problems facing the new owners will be:

(1) Arena cost, The group that operated the team in
1678-70 claimed one of the expenses that killed the club
was ice rental, Recreation Director Jim Alveberg 3ald
there will be no reduction In that cost, and in fact, the
rates are due for review In July. That means the team
will pay at least $300 per game, which includes two hours
of practice Ume.

(2) The parks and recreation committee has voled 10

to the new group. The $3,000 debt 18 to be pald over four
ars — 1 cost of $750 annually.

(3) Stll with the arena, the junior club gave up its
fee time last season when it withdrew from the BCJHL.
‘The city must now flnd 30 dates for home games plus
practice imes for the club. Alveberg feels the city’s two
arenas can accommodate everyone, but It 1s certain that
someone will be effected.

would not be realistic. The cost of boarding elght out-of-
town players would be about $2,000 ver month.

COACH NEEDED

(8) A competent coach, for & reasonable price, Is a
must. To draw {ans you must have a winner. And to have
& winner, you must have a good coach. Russ Newton has
indicated he will be coaching the team. Newton iz a
relative newcomer to Vernon, from the east. And few
people know anything about his hockey background.

(8) The team will need an entire set of uniforms and
equipment, which could cost up 000.

(7) At lenst 600 fans per game are needed lo make
the team financlally feasible. A champlonship team, a
goon squad, and a ¢lub swcked with local talent couldn't
attract that many people; what will?

Dye and Aarsen are to be commended for their ef-
fort. They are sincere in thelr desire to sce junlor hockey
return. Let us hope the people of Vernon missed the
Junior team and will show their support.

IT IS WISE TO ANNUITIZE
YOUR RRSP — HOW?

[
At no cost or abligation lot us show you the advantages of

1) purchasing an appropricte annulty now f you are f leest age
&0

2) transterring the resulting enauity income 1ox free 1o a new
RRSP Y

1) d annatiy
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Annuity Consulting Services Lid,

Okanagon Reglonal Office:
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RRNo. 3,
B.C.VIT 616

.X. Road, Vernon, 545-12| 3
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QUALITY womes 1o
Guarantead Component Homas
a basement
with no
supporting posts?

AN/

THE QUALITY WAY ...

Cloor span floer joists

Enginsared roof irusses

oSingle and multi-family
dwallings

*Commarclal & Farm Bulldings.
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Kal Tire
slips past
Nationals

Kal Tire edgec Natlonal
Hotel &3 in Major Men's
Fastball League action Friday
night at Alexis Park.

Winning  pitcher Deve
Johnsan pave up Uiree hits
and struck out four batters
The loser, Larry Fidler,
surrendered six hits

The teams were deadlocked
3.3 after two Innings and there
was no further scoring untll
the seventh Jim Draper
scored the WInIng run on an
errar, after reaching base on
another error.

We still have a large selection of
flowering & vegetable plants
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1.2 miles from City Limits

CHOICE IS YOURS

GUARANTEED TERM INVESTMENTS

I 10

a-m-- 8-00 p-m
Daily &
Weekends

3 YEARS

1=

ANNUALLY

*SHORT TERM

10~

20 0AYS

ANNUALLY

RETIREMENT SAVINGS PLA

i a2

ANNUALLY & VEARS o SAVINGS OPTION ime $170)

Min. $500

{short term $5,000)

No iees
( Ask about RRSP transfers

Vernon: 3105 - 34th Avenue (604) 542-4377
Wancouvar 681-5464 « Whito Rock 531 7525 o Victona 388.6507 « Prince Goorge 564.2300

* Some doy service on

color prints — in by 10
a.m. outby 4p.m
* Enlasgements

MEMBER CANADA DEFOSIT NSURATIGE CORPORATION
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