KENDALLS KORNER

Just two years ago

What iwo years make'

It was Just two yea ago, In April of 1878, Vernon
Vikingswere inthe B C Junlor Hockey League playotfs
agatnst Penticton \ees

Vikings had one of the most awestme machines in
PCJHL history and made short work of Chilliwack
Hrulns mn the quarier-finals Vees were expected to be
JUst & Slepping stone sn the way to the league cham
pionship

Penticton wis expected 1o have vetaran netminder
Derinis Ewanchuk in the nets But Instead. rookle goalie
Pat Murphy kot the call Murphy was brilliant and Vees
iiminated the Vikings
The loss of that series spelled the end of Joe Ten
Annt s areer as 4 cor “h in Vernon The club was more
han £30.000 In debt anu needed at least another four or
five playolf games at home to get back Le the breakeven
puint

Tennantand the Vikings parted ways and Joe moved
puck lo Kamloops, the cily which he had left two years
warlier to take the post In Vernon

He was out of hockey for three months until \ ritt
Centennials called for help. Never one to back down
from & challenge, Tennant took over the hapless Cents

med them Into 2 . 2spectable team by 'he end of
7 weason

nall summer to recrult, Tennant set out to bulld
a winner for Merritt, in 77.78

BUILT A WINNER

One of his first acquisitions was Ken Stroud Stroud
Ieft the HCJhL after the 7576 season with VIKIngs After
< brief stint with Medicine Hal Tigers, of the WCHL, he
went o Spruce Grove of the Alberta tier two loop

Then, Joe ge* a call from & player he had i'rit
« uted 9 years earlier. Kelly Ferner, after two years
inthe WOHIL, was 100KINg for & place to play
hearing Kelly was joining the Centa, brother
Keith h.l\ow"d sult. Kelth was an all-star, with Verno:
in 7576, However. hls performance with Vikings in 7677
ld be cailed, at best, medlocre.
Then. Tennant picked up a defencr.
natie

a differen;

n he had

stalwirt on the Merritt biue line

As fate would have It. Penticton felt Murphy was
expendable this season. Kemembering how Murphy had
@ngle-nandedly beal his club two years ago. Tennant
picked nim up as added insurance behind Ferner and
mokie Rob Polmatium

Femer, with his free spirit attitude, fell into Ten-
nant’s bad books and left the club In February. With
Femer gone, Murphy became number ane

COULD HAVE BEEN VIKINGS

On Wednesday, Centennials won the H.C. junior
beating

fichmond Sockeyes, in three stralght games. 1f Tennant
had stayed «n Vernon, 1L might have been Vikings that
are now B.C champlons

'he locals would no doubl have had Stroud. Kelly
tankoven, Murphy, and Ron Flockhart. who
scored the winning goal in overtime on Wednesday.

Flockhart, when cut by Medicine Hat ea-ly in the
wason, was destined 10 come o Vernon, However, he
chost 10 g0 o Merriit because Tennant had coached his
ader brother, Rob, foLr years ago.

It imn’t anyone's faull that Joe left Vernon — the
Vikings smply couldn’t afford him

Because of his knowledge anu success, Tennant in
abie to make his living by eoaching junior hockey — anvt
he commands a prelty healthy salary. As we ail know.
Vikings haven't exactly heen turning people away at the
door for the past six years. Even with a winner in 187576,
attendance was low and the financial losses were high.

Which brings us to the next point — Vikings'
cumulative losses over the past six years totl an
estimated $65.000

As a resull, the present owners put the club up for
sale two months ago and have reportedly reached an
agresment with a group of local businessmen. However.
the agrecitent was reached two weeks ago and no
papers have been signed.

To get junior hockey back on it
hope the deal is completed soon.

In another two years, Vikings could be the B.C

eet in Vernon, let us

Great ski season
ends with a bang

‘The busiest ski season In
Silver Star's history winds-up
this weekend — and it s golng
out with a bang

©On  Saturday. Molson
Breweries. in conjunction with
the Canadian SKi Instructors
Alllance, will be holding the
annual Pro Tear Race.

Sixty teams of insiructors,
from th-oughout Western
Canada, will be competing for
4,000 in cash. Among the 180
racers will be 12 from Silver
Star.

On Sunday, the final day of
the season, Silver Star ls
holding Funner Days. To take
part in any of the mountain's
aclivitles. you must be in &

stum,

Speclal events
dual slalom with
against

include &
children
parents, &
Molstar race, tug.o-war on
skis. cbstacle race, flims,
bingo and a Dixleland Band,
To end the day, there will be
8 cook-yourown steak bar-
becue. You can taie your own
seak or buy one on the
mountain

SUver Star Manager Woody
Weodman told the Dally News
he 1s excited about the

WOODY WOODMAN
.. good conditions

weekend festivities

Woodman sald, “In past
years, all we did on the final
day was say good-bye o the
skiers This year, we're going
to give them something to
remember us

Desplte the poar weather in
recent weeks, skling con-
ditfons are st good. Wood-
man said. “On most parts of

Daily News

Larry Stankoven. an

¢ a1 his Enderby Hockey School two years ago
inderby natlvr,

has becrme &

= g,
PLAYBACK EQUIPM

Professional Lynne
Sawicki-Fulton displays a
video portapaca, an aid
used for teaching figure
skating The equipment,
valued al 2,200 has & zom
lens camera to photograph
the skater in action and
has an instant playback
‘elevimon  monitor cam

plete with sound. Lynne,
who was born In Vernon,
the daughter of Dorothy
AVA UL S e for ¥ty
starred  wit

temational Ice Capes Anﬂ
toured North America. She
has taught competitive
skalers In the Vancouver
area for the past 11 years

PIN POINTS

0
Rign s aprai

Team
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Wild E agies
Fasy Eagles 3

teipte. Ll
Jamieson 454, high average, Lil

champlans

For (he past lour con:
secutlve seasons, she has
divected the Moody Park
Summer Schasl  for

Skaters, In New West.
minster. Skaters from
across-Canada, Yukon and

North West Territories
enroll annually at that
school. (Dally News Photo)

Swimming
program
under way

Vernon Kokanee Swim Club

I wonder where Tennant wili be then

Vees
advance
to semis

By THE CANADIAN PRESS

Penticton Vees became the
first British Columbla lunior
Hockey League team ta move
into the semi-finals, downing
Revelstoke Bruins 11-2 Thurs:
day to sweep their besl-f-
seven series In four straight
games.

In other action, Kamloops
Chiefs defeated Keluwna
Buckarvos 84 to take a 31
lead in their serles, and
Bellinghata Blazers edged
Abbotsford Flyers 8.7 to
#wume a 32 lead

In Revelstoke, the Bruins
ouwshol the vistiors 3047 and
scared the opening and closing
goals of the game, but other-
wise It was all Penticton

Kevin Maxwell, Terry Olson
and Darcy Lithaeghe paced
the winners with two goais
each, whlle Howard Walker,
Craip Cooke. Ross Fltz
patrick, Andy Tuner and Cary
Eades added the others.

Darren Field gave the
Brulns a 1-0 lead a1 1:93 of the
first pertod and John Butler
tallled the final goal with 13
seconds remaining in the
game
OUTSHOOT VISITORS

In Kamloops. Ralph An-
dreesen had two goals for the
Chlefs, who outshot Kelowna
50.35 Doug Lidster, Murray
Matheson Glen Merkosky and
Jay Kozak were the other
K imlcops marksmen

Bill Audyki, Darryl He:kar
Rod Danchuk and
musmm scorea v the
Bu

In Belllnghlm Glen An-

SPORTS

DON KENDALL Sports Editor
PHONE 545.0671
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20 gymnasts
will perform

W. L Junior
Secondary
nastics’ Club

Seaton
School

club. coached by
Marlene Nickel and Bnb
Davidaon, Is performing three
tmes at Village Green all,
! conjunction with Action
Vernon. The shows will Le

tonight at 7:30 p.m.. and
Saturday at 1 and 2:30 p.
On April 12, aboul 20

gymnasts will be performing
1 the Seaton gymnastum, at &
m

“Nickel told the Datly Niws
the students are enthuslastic
nnﬂ have progressed a great

e

snu said, "“The program
ed in November. and i i
Snce thak e, scere i the <« mp
students have really im- will enjoy our demon-
sure the public Strations.”

IT PAYS TO JH
SHOP
AT THE MILL

Lavington Planer Mill

the mountain we still have six
feet of snow. The snow,
combined with the surshine,
should make conditions great
this weekend."

‘The mountaln 18 cloaing,
according to Woadman,
because people have lost in-
terest in skiing for this year.
He sald, “We always close
about this Ume because peaple
are tired of skiing — they want
1o golt and garden now. We've
got enough snow to stay open

Although final statistics
have not yet been complled
Woudman estimates Stlver
Star's business increased
about 18 per centover the 1976-
77 season. Between 160,000 and
160,000 skiers have visited the
mountaln (n the past five
montha,

Woodman satd, “We've got
to meet people trom all over
the world this year. We've had
skiers from Japan, Eurcpe,
Hawall, Mexico, New
Zeslend, Australla, and all
parts of the US.""

Vernon
bowlers
in tourney

Two Vermon teams will be
competing in the Thomas
Adams Clasifies Bowling
Reglonal finals on Saturday in
Kelowna,

The men's team ls made up
of John Tykalovich, Stan
Skidmore, ana  Toews.
Lionel Hoftman. and Ken
Marko.

On the ladies®
Peggy Turek., Donna Des
marals, Diane Baker, Dell
Kistner, and Chery] Croteau

The classitied teams are
made up of five bowlers, from
five different average cate-

tes

squad are

Winners of the reglonal
toumey advance to the pro-
vincial finals, at a time and
dale still o be announced

National championahips wil
be held May 19-21 in Winnipeg.

\I‘;R\‘]( E

Chet Heater. of Vemon.
recently purchased a
Guide-Outfitters Cer
tificate  from  Bert

also of Ver

ficate’s area
Is vast — including the

watershed on the west side
of Okanagan Lake, east to
the Wap Valley. south to
the Monashees, and west to
the boundary of North and
South Okanagan. The new
gulding service will be
Known as North Okanagan
Outfitters

NEVER WON TITLE
A catcher wha was a regular
al his position has never won
the American League batting
Ulle

—

Drive For
Show & Putt
For Dough

Tillicum Golf
& Recreation
Centre

The driving range is
i open until 10, but have
, @ ball os lote os you can

NOW "OPEN

GORDIE’S MINI
MOTORS LTD.

[GORDON & COLEEN FRENCH)

specializing in

545-7628

GORDIE'S
MIN| MOTORS

Bro
Chicken

4605 - 23rd St.
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Your Dreams
Come True!

There's been COMPLETE
nn!hing':nmﬂ I1ON SERVICE
wil

onLY $12.00 pius parts
® Trans. Coolers installed $12.00 olus parts
@ Overhauls on herch $125.00 pius parts
© Tune-ups $16.00 per hr. plus parts

Davelopments L1d

t
'. y ALL A*AJOR WORK GUARANTEED
nE il pE r\, FREE TOWING WITHIN 20 MILES OF YEKNON
4 ol - ¢t
%4 545.7271 p/..,.v‘\u YORK TRANSMISSIONS
Ny [/ pant V9 SALES & SERVICE RR3. VERNON
z Exclusme Agents ‘\__1.( call 582-4962

Century 21 Artec Reall




