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Senior A
returning?

The BC Junlor Hockey League, which already has
encugh problems (o keep Ann Landers busy for a year
will be facing another crisis soon — senfor hockey.

Most BCJHL teams are struggling at the gate, and
therefore the bank

Only clubs, Kelowna, Nanalmo and
Bellingham are attracting an average of more than 500
tans pergame To break even, most cluba need about 700
peaple per night

To compound the league’s problems, intermediate
and senior hockey {s making & comeback in the interior

The rejuvenated North Okanagan Hockey League
hasn't hurt the BCSHL much this season, but next year
could bea different story. Most of the loop's aix cluba are
averaging about 250 fana per game. And with plans for
further im provement next season, Vikings and Kelowna
Buckaroos could feel the effects

Hut, the biggest pinch will come In Kamiocops.

SUCCESS STORY
\loops Cowboys, currently reglstered as an
intermediate ;. team, were formed this season by a
group | headrd by ex-pro Gary Donaidson. in their short
whoys have been & whopping success
- games agalnst Cariboo Hockey League clubs,
the Cuwboys are drawing n excess of 1.200 fans. And

Kan

teres
A mew senior ‘A’ Interior league came one step

Lity Inst weekend. Representatives from tive
teams have agreed to push ahead with plans for the loop.

The proposed league has three entrants confirmed,
North Shore Hurry Kings, Kamloaps. and Prince George
Mohawks Williams Lake Stampeders and Quesnel
Kangaroos are probables and Kelowna is a possible.
NOHL officials In Vernen were contacted, but declined
an invitation lo yoin

The league 15 no small undertaking. Budgets are
expecied 1o be more than $40.000 per team

Donaldson said, “We're 9 per cent sure that this
league 1= eoing «0 come through.”

B:enkeven point for most teams would be aboul
1,000 jans — and Kamloops fezls 't could draw close to

2.000
FIVE TEAMS NEEDED

The league, Uf formed. will Se modeued after the
Western ague in the A tatal
of 40 games split eve: , al home and & *v would be
playe

Donaldson sald, “To start & league you need a
mintmum of five teams and hopetully six. and that's why
we are approaching Kelowna to see If they are (n
terested

We will go into a league next year If this one
doesn't come through. then we ' probably apply Lo joln
the NOHL.

When you consider Kamloops Chiefs, of the BCJHL.
fure atlraclng less tian 300 people per game, and in most
cases about 10, you car see why that club in worried

If the senior league doe: slart and becomes & suc-
cess, expansion would be inevitable. And the most
Iogical spot o expand to would be the Okanagan

Hackey fans still remember the glory days of senlor

Ahockey in the valley And much to the cancern of junior
hackey operatars. Ihose days msy be making &
comeb
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JUNIOR HOCKEY
Kelowna Arena, Vernon VIKings vs

lowna Huckaroos
NIOR HOUKEY
& 30 pm , Westatde Arena, Vernon Price and Markle
Canadlans ve Westside Packer
HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

§30 pm, VSSS. Vernon Panthers vs. Rutland
Voodoos Vernon Royals in Nelson for a girls® tour
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o Small concrete jobs
o Loveling
o Exokfilling

545748

o Bazoments
© Soptie tanks & flolds
© Water Haes

© Ligkt trusking

o Leading and Raniing
© Top-soil, sand & gravel

WAYNE'S IXZAVATING

For all your sarthly nesds

Dr. Terry Quesnel and his
team, from Vernon, will be
ore of about 80 entries in
the Western Can-Am Sled

VERNO!
VOLLEYBALL
ROUND-UP

MAJOR WOMEN

Bumpers 2. Hotshots 0
Village Green 2, Bib and
Tucker 0; Green 2, Justice 0,
Justice 2; Bib 1; Magnificent
Seven 2, Geniers Hotshots 0
Bumpers 2, Mag. 0; Cold-
stream 2, Mag. 1; Coldstream
2, Bumpers 1. B'b 2, Wood:
stocks 0; Green 2, Woodstocks
0; and Justice 2. Woodstocks i

COMMERCIAL WOMEN

Al OK Landing Scha
over Guatos 18-3, 515, ar
5: Kal Tire over Fatswith (52,
16-14, and 16-13; Dollles over
Setters 182, 188, and 150:
Jowers over Dinamates 1813,
15:8, and 11-15; Sneakers over
All-stars 15-13, 715, and 158,

and Guzzlers over Medl-cats
156, 169, and 15-12.

Seaton- 8¢!.00l:

Fonzie's Girl over Bilver Six
1812, 130, and 15-8; Feroes
over Cozy Cats 18-14, 7-18, and
15.11; Stompers over OK
Welders 1612 16-8, and 18-10;
Toros over Misston xmpomm
1818, 188, and  i218
Kootenay Six over Almncu 1
7, 1810, and 15+4; and Six
lets over Hawers 1015, 164,
and 15-13

at Lumby's
recent invitatlonal senlor
up hockey tournament
Fad difficully deciding the
most valuable player in the
two divisions Six tea
participated from Salmon
Arm, Enderby, Kamloops,
Vernon, Armstrong and
Lumby Above are Lhe two
boys who finally received
the nod Left in Brad An
dres of Lumby for Div. 2
with Devin Morley of
Salmon Arm, Div

FREE
ESTIMATES

SLED DOG RACES

Dog Championships 1o be
held Jan. 21and 22 at L and
A Ranch. Teams from
throughout western

Canada and the northwest
U.S, will be taking part
More than :2.000 in cash
prizes will be presented

Clippers hold

solid position

By THE CANADIAN PRESS

Nanaimo Clippers and Bel-
Uingham Blazers strengthened
their positions in the British
Columbia Junlor Hockey
League's Coastal Division at
the expens: of Langley Lords

and  Abbolsford Flyers
Thursday night
First-place Nanaimo

downed  third-place Ab
botsford 7.5 while second-
place Beilingham doubled
Iast-place Langiey 4-2.

Nanaimo now has 47 points,
Bellingham has 43, Abbotatord
has 39 and Langley has 26

In Abbotsford, the teams
were tled 2-2 al the end of the
st persod, but Nanaimo led
43 at the end of the second

Auron Rucka and Greg
Adams each scored twice for
the Clippers, which outshot
the Flyers Barry
Pederson. Jeff Wylle and
Brent Denat added singles

Rick Slawson, Brad

Murchy,
Geauvreau and Greg Evans

scored for  Abbotsford
Nunaimo tock four of six
minor penalties and e leams

L il S
Bellingham, the Biazers
Ied 10 at the end of the firat
period but Langley was ahead
21 at the end of the second.
Gerry Bell's second goal of
the game, at 12:40 of the third
period, was the winner. Glenn
Anderson and Romeo Profeta
added singles. Dain Phillips
and Gearge Walter scored for
Langley. which was outshot,
40-18.

Bellingham had five of
seven minor penalties

In games tonight, Nanaimo
visits  Pentlelen  Vees,
Kamloops Chiefs are at
Langley and Vernon Vikings
piay the Buckaroos at

LOCK BaCK
FIVE YEARS

JANUARY, 1978
Statistics released by the
B.C. Junikor Hockey League
show Dan Kunix leading the
Vernon Essca in scoring with
50 points including 22 goals

Shuswap
Seal 107

GOLF

TOURNAMENT

Sunday, Jan. 16th
starts 10 a.m, at
Lumby Park
Clubheuss - Luimby Carling A

Cotegories:
* Men's
* Junior Boys

PRIZES FO

* Women's

* Junior Girls

BEST COSTUMES

For more information,

call Fran

547-

ces Fisher

9079

Bruins’ Sheppard
fills Kings net
with three big ones

'By GERRY SUTTON
The Canadian Press

Veteran centre Gregg Shep-
pard of Boston Bruins riay not
be bart in top shape bul he's
dolng his Lest to make up for
lost time after missing 25 Na
tonal Hockey League games
because of a knee Injury.

Appearing in his third game
snce the layoff, Sheppard
scared three goals Thursday
nignt as the Bruins whipped
Los Angelea Kings 8-1, moving
Boston two points ahead of
Buffalo In the Ught Adams
Division race. Toronto Maple
Leals remained in third place,
stx points hehind Boston.

The Sabres loet thelr elghth
game of the season, 63 to
Ceveland Barons, In &roter
game played Thursday. whie
Montreal Canadiens beat De-
troit Red Wings 6-* and Pitt
burgh Penguins Ued Phila-
delphia Flyers 4-4

‘It's a slow process coming
ot an Injury. but | got more
ice time tonight and | hap-
pened to bein the right place.
Sheppard sald. "1 starte
skating again about 10 days

80 I'm not in real good
shape. It will be another week
or 10 days before I'm in top

pe."

Sheppard, who had one goal
before he was injured in early
November, got once in each
pertod Thursday, marking the
Afth time he has scored three
goals in an R ‘That
enabled the Bruins to snap «

two-game losing streak and

inarease their record to 2343
in the last 30 gamqs.

The big thing aboot Shep:
is that he's a slot m
Boston coach  Don cn:m
mid. "“The wings have carte
blanche to throw the puck out
into the middie dblind because
he's always in the slot

“I don't mean he gets there
wrestling with a defenceman.
He goes with the defenceman
and just rides around him.
He's nct ke Phi Esposito,
wha used 1o stand Ln there and
fight the guy

“Actually, I had Gregg
dressed just o play him in
spots. He pulled a muscle in
nis side tonight, but he had two
goals 80 1 put him on for the

SELECT LEADERS

BUENOS AIRES (AP) —
Argentina, West Germany,
Brazil apd the .Netherlands
officially were chosen
Thurada; pleaders for
frst round matchesof the 1
World Cup soccer playoffs
beginning June 1

power play so he could get the
hat trick.”

The Kings pulled into a 11
te on Danny Grant's goal —his
second for Los Angeles since
being acquired from Detroit
earlier thls week—on a
breakaway after Sheppard's
frst In the opening period
However, Los Angeles was
outplayed badly the reat of the
way, geting two shols on goal
tn the second perfod and belng
rutshot 35-18 In the game.

coach Ron Stewari of the
Kings.

The Barons may have sur-
prised themselves wiln teir
victory over the Sabres out
ey didn't surprise U thlr new
teammalte J P P

Parise, a left wlng\!r. was

acquired by the Barons as
part of a four-player trade
with New York Islanders on
Tuesday. And the Barons have
won both games since the 36.
year old, veteran came on the

‘When | was with the
Islanders. [ always looked ul
Clevelund as u hel of & tough
club. although they didn't beat
us very oren,” Parise sald
“They weren't getiing the
points they should, but there's
too much lalent here for them
not 1o grt better.

The sign of a good club 1s
that nothing bothers you. You
keep on plugging. piay ais
ciplined, patle it hockey and
learn to belleve In yourreives

‘We proved it In the third
period lonight. We forced
them lo make mistakes."

Lowe to coach
reunited Essos

Vernon vikings General
Manager Vern Dye
nounced Odie Towe wil & coach
the 1072 Vernon Essos when
they meet the Vikings on Feb.
5, for the Winter Carnival Cup,

Lowe coached the Essos for
seven seasons and led the club
to two provincial cham-
plonships. He retired from
jundor hockey after the 1972.73

on

Lowe said, “It will o¢ good
tosee all the kids again. There
are quite a few of them in
town, but a lot playing
sisawhers. 1 ko micat ot

them can make »

It will be the first time the
197172 Esaos have been
reunited since losing 1o Red
Deer Rustlers in the in-
terprovincial playotfs

Players expected 1o be on
hand  include Ernle Gare,
Wayne Dye, John Price, Bob

Lube & Filter nm'

ODIE LOWE
. behind beach
Powell Mike Smll.hwn. Jett
Shirley, and Les Salo.

House oil, house parts, labour included

mast cars

Bob Johnson was.2sms:.

Firestone

545-6014

British Columbia has a flavour
you wen't find anywhere alse.
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