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Hockey appears to have killed the goose that laid the

golden egg
National Hockey League and World Hockey

Association officlals were not content with depleting the
calibre of professional hockey hy Increasing teams, they
nave now oversaturated the international market.

Back in 1972, when Team Canada beat the Soviets in
one of the most thrilling hockey series ever witneased,
{ans everywhere prociaimed international hockey 1n the
greatest Not only was there great competition, but the
pride of Canada was also on the line

In the fullowing years, more and more people gul
into the act In 1874, there was a Team Canada made up
of WHA players. In 1978, there was Super Serles, with the
NML and Bobby Hull against the world. Not to mention
the world junior champlonship, the world midget
championship. and numerous touring teams criss-
crossing North America

Phis season  Alan Eagleson and company have
really outdone themselves. There are so many (om.n
teams travelling around Canada and the U.S. that
nobody cares

The recent junior champlonship altracted sparse
¢rowds 1n Quebec. Most exhibition games between NHL
and Czech or Russian opponents have drawn audiences
tar below capacity

Winnipeg Jets recently played a Russian leam In
Tokyo, Quebec Nordiques represented Canada in the
urnament In Europe, and a Soviet team la

y 1
Even
Furopean teams visiting Canada and minor teams from
this country gulng overseas.
So. to sa the least. international hockey has loat its
favor and excitement

have gone
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the World Indlan Bronc

Seaton teams

Skiers flock
to local areas

Skiers shattered all records
al Vemon's lwi 3
Silver Star sand Tilicum
Valley, over the Christmas
holidays.

Sllver Star Manager Woody
Woodman told the Dally Newn
he estimates 25.000 sklers hit
the slopes In the eight-day
pmud Vitiesh ChHakan a1
New Year's.

Woodman said, **Because of
season pass usage, It ls lm-
posaible to give an exact total,
However, we feel the 26,000
figure Is falrly accurate.”

The previous record was

000,

Woodman sald. “To be
honest, we didn't expect as
many pecple. We forecast a 10
per cent incremse in day
Hickets, when in fact, we were

l.rp an it 14 per cent.”’

Tillicum  Val'ey,
‘Mumger Sandy Boyd does not
nave his figures talled, but he
sald there I no doubl all at-

tendance records were
broken.
Boyd sald, “We enjoyed

crowds throughout the
holidays. And despite all the
akiers, we stll have perfect
conditions. The snowmakers,
combined with new snow over
the last few days, have made
skilng super.”

One thing that has Boyd
puzzied Is & slght decrease In
night skiers

He said, "“The people don't
know what they're missing
T'd venture to say we haven't
had conditions this good since
we opened In 1969.""

Vernon cowboy Ollver
Louts, above, along with
Mel and Wilf Hyland, of
Salmon Arm, will be tak-

ing part in the National
Western Rodeo next week
in Denver, Colorado. For
Louls, who recently won

DISMAL CROWDS

After the dismal crowds, hockey executives are

Riding Champlonship in
New Mexico, It will be the

Post victories
tirst of about 80 rodeocs this

starting 1o reallze they goofed. Officlals are calling for a
limit on the amount of Intemational games ta be played.
But. thal declsion isabout twa years too late.

People aren’ Interested in paying $8 to $12 to see
witered-down NHL teams play European tear.s they've
never heard of. Fans can get excited about cheering for
thelr country, but not for a team playing & mean-nothing
hibition game in the middis 5f the NHL seasor

As for the junlor louraey, why play It at the same
dme of the professional International games and the
U S college football bowl ga: -4 — when even the most
avid sports fan turna off his television for a breather?

Between last Saturday and Monday, in just three

year.

Panthers beaten

Seaton Sonics trounced
Armstrong 84-88 in junlor
secondary school boys'
basketball action on Thurs-
day.

All eleven players dressed
for the unbeaten Sonics put
points on the scoreboard.
Kelly Olsen and Greg
DeLeenheer were the top
mipers with 14 and 13 points
respectively

i P 1 L4 d
M In girls’ play, the Seaton
VANCOU"#'% Sonettes downed Armstrong
4229, Fay Zwarych and Janls
Turek were standouts for the
Vernon gals.

Next game for Seaton is at

days, there were 23 sports programs on television.

To add insult lo injury, Harold Ballard (fast
becoming known as the Charles O. Finley of Hockey)
mnarrassed Canada and the NHL by leing a mediocre
Toran'o Maple Les. team against the Czechs. Withoul
Mike Palmateer. lan Turnbull. Borje Salming. Lanny

(Specital) — Britannia
Brulns edge! +«rnon Panthers 88-62 during
opening day action In the Britannia In-
vitational Basketball Tournament.

Panthers' biggest enemy was fouls. Four

Forward Rohert Fisher left the game
early in the fourth-quarter. then Glen Sirges
and Mike Ondzik fouled out. seconds apart,
late in the game. When Sirges and Ondzik
left, the score was 62-62
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A Military Career
Counsellar will be 1

oy
i the Vel i et Receustang

MeDonald. and Brian Glennie (who played two shifta), of Vernon's starting five fouled out In the 30 in Vernon on Tues.,
the Leat w uld probably fInish 18th in the 18- l-!ln;NH'L second-half. € Harvey Eng led the Britannin offence 'one: 33713 against Lumby, Jan. 10th ot the
In Drtroit, where the fans have been flocking back to h Rick with 30 points — £
e e s D08 pouple s o ery R {fold e Doy Newa b ctervas versons top snper wiin 0 [ BOYARSKI | | Vornon odge Hotl
were on hand Lo watch Detrol t upset another Czech club Bign 't tisan. T67 the numbar of: [ (FREtione: points while Sirges sunk 16. Ondzik and Mike
Obviously. it is time the governing hockey bodies got Kakoske added 10 aplece. TOURS THE CANADIAN
twgether and pul & 5top to this over-exposure. NO HORSES Inrlg sald. T don't want to make ex- * RENO SPECIALIST ARMED FORCES.
Otherwise, when a legitimate international series is Inrig said, **We were playing well in the cuses, but It was our first game In ‘hree -
offered lo the tans — they're poing 1o turn their heads the second-half, but we just ran out of horse weeks and 1 think our guys gol tired. 2
other way Britannia held a 12-point lead at half- Overall, I'm pleased with their per- 76 ‘3‘35
time. however, Panthers came back and formance."
ook the lead late In the *hird-quarter. Then, Panthers play Magee Lions, In the -

Snowmobilers

to help cripp

led

Vernon's top scorer and leading rebounder,
assessed his fifth

Brent Zimmer,
personal foul

was

Vikings

consolation round, today at 5 p.m. Lions
were defeated by powerhouse West Van-
couver, T7-5, on Thursday.

Minor hockey

.
Lions'  Club  “Timmy' will be accepted ona per-mie SEQAIT L[rl

program for  crippled

childr Ul be McDonald sald, “'Our ‘t t

BHA SR Wopwe e cow ooy o o Stats release
Snowmobile  Assoclition's 100 families, will be out In

upcomiag ride-a-thon force And we €XpECL MANY  vernon Vikings Start their Okanagan-Malnline Minor Hockey Assoclation

All proceeds from the ride-
athon. scheduled 1o be held
Feb. 19, on Swan Lake, will go
o the Timmy program

Snowm.obile club  Vice-

smowmobllers, who do not

Eelong loer glub; 1o lend
support

D SUPPORT

Organizers hope the event

three-game coast swing
tonight in Langley against the
Lords

The trip resumes Saturday
when they meet the Clippers

released statistics this week for the pee wee, bantam.
and midget divisions.

Pee wee scoring stals are not available, but may be
published next week ¥

jresident Bob MeDonald told yor it (e stme WPPOT i Nanaimo and the final  PEEWEE REPS GF W L T Pis
the Datly News he 18 NOPINE  yundicapped has received in game s Sunday in Bellingham Yamioces, Elrors :: B8 g %
0,000 sun be' raimecl recent years wrwnteyatle ' Eleeer. Keioung B9 40 M
MeDion satd The McLonald sald, “'We're Vikinga' Coach Hank Rutiang W7 oT0 M
project province-wide. g ouie! for people, Wensley told the Daily News Kamogss Gutdeor $hop B s 81 m
organized by the BC an tonight's game 1s the most anl::mn :: 3 ‘< ]
Snowmobile Assoclation Bul g cnajienye each other. We'll  Impol errirt Bwoing s
we wantours o be biggestand ) CORCETRE ERCTOTEE T Wensley said, " Langley 18 in
hest WKing for the help of com. lest-place an the coast and I BANTAM REPS
100 VIILES munity don't think they’re any better Samsons. dseaney o
parucipants will cover 100 Anyone wishing to yide, or (hanus [f we can win tonight Penticion s iie
miles by completing & five. make a pledge. can do so by &1d et a poaitive attitude Kamioops Sid Srwth W os 4 4ts
mule arcuit 20 times. Pledges  phoning McDonald at 545-4748.  8DUNE. [ think we can go home Rutland B8 100 N
with two wins " Merrift s 5 8 2mn
= Meanwhile, Merritt Cen- iaridie I3 408
bP R tennials moved Into Airst place Wehioe; i 458 4
l in the Interior Division of the  miDGET REPS
= BCJHL by  amashin Kelowna 3o T
FALKIAND SKIERS ball League games Thursday Revelsinke Bruins 13-2 n: Penticton 12 g i 1 ?s
pimy members af the night al e Ceghnhnlsl BRIk Thursday night. Kam Wt sam
alkland Youtnh Centre in \ders edged Block Brothers  Merri v ernon
terested in cross country 1.0 while Vertebras and Ball  one m:“ b e genind Macitl a3 e e
pecs i re than Penlcton Vees Rufland Wl o7
ng. afe asked Lo contacl brushers fought o a scoreless and three more than Kelowna
lise Harrison al 3702287, or deadlock Buckarcos INDIVIDUAL SCORING
Vivian Buan at $78:2470. LEAGUE STARTS In the only other game, Don FLAYER{ Bintam) TEAM g
before Jan § Verne, Commercial Stewart and Don Werbenluk
TIGERS U NBEATEN Women's Basketball League each scored three goals as Ab-
Fiest place Vernn Lodge season got under way Thurs- bolstord Flyers defeated Bel-
Dgers strelched tnelr winning day with twe games at VSSS. lingham Elazers 10-4
% \o 56 Eatnen Thursday Molly Borneau scored elght  in Revelsioke, the Bruins B e e
AiEt by dumping Marauders POINS 10 lead Fireweeds to a  stayed with the Centennials in R:.W':q,,”...'
W88 In Mens Commerctal 15winover Blue Dentma. In  the f ¢ tralling only 4 Naka. Rullang
‘ague action ai lhe other game, Enderby 2 bul then'Se ates openedas Teery rdines
hool in other Motor Inn clobbered Troples Merritt skaled to a 102 JeH Arenisge, Kelowna
e S A second-period  lead  ame Bob Prochnay, Sid Smith
ers 1183 and  WINGY REDUCE BOSTER c0dsted to the easy victory. MIDGET
Enderby Motor DETROIT (AF) — Detreit Ron  Flesvnart,  Glen Cooke. Craig, Penticton 2 30 &2
inn ueaked by Fulion Med Wings of the National Johnson an .imke Stephen Cronie, Al Pentician 32 2 a
Hockey League have reduced scored twice for Merritt, while Metiger, Steve. Penticlon i 3
their roster by one SenttoDe. SINEles came [rom LArry  fanerm Dece emieror W
mp. ToIl’s Central Hockey League Stankoven, Bob Deschamps, w15 N
o n fmrm club at Qty on Pat Rabbitt. Kelly Ferner. o R
P i “,,,_,"_y Thursday were lorward Tim Ken Stroud. Randy Will and ol 2
s -play. Thurs Sheehy and defence Larry Gi- Gerry Sirkia M s
ol s Al i roux Called up from Kansas  Stuart Robertson and Al BN
iKin and Tory Kopp ae wrea Gty was defenceman John Graves scored for Revelaloke. w2 %
four gemts vach for the win. Fliworth which was outshot 4128
ra Plames held period
jeads of A1 and
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wan unly nne gl
in twe Meny Breom i
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« QUIX SERVICE &
© *QUIK PARTS

Open Mon. to Sat. from 7 a.m.

EIYER IQISANKS -

parts hot line 545-6087

Lube & Filter owy

House oil, house parts, labour mcluded

mostxars

Bob Johnson ws. zams:.

TFirestone . 5504




