KENDALL'S KORNER

Future of Vikings

is up to the

A long. and ence proud. tradition is in
danger of dy'"g in Vernon

Unless new investors can be located
quickly. junior A hockey is destined to
collap e tn Vernon Thatisn't an ldle threat,
mat is a fact

Over the past five years, VIkings have
st & bank full of money The deficlt has
reached a point hal now threatens the
future of the club

Exact lotai of tne losses I3 ol public
inowledge. however. rumors pave the
amount In the vietnity of S60.000

The question |5 — does anybody ¢ ure 'f
Vikings leave Vernon® Judging from e
attendance at games, the answer Is no

Spectators are the club's major source of
income and they have not supported the
club Win or tase. the fans have been keeping
Sven when Vikings gave Vernon a
record breaking leam two years ago. the
crowas were dismal

DISMAL CROWDS

With a losing team this sesson, majority
of crowds have been under 400, and mosi .
the vicinity of 200 To break even. at
tendance would have to average aboul 700
i any. ler two Junior teams make
money — most dream of breaking even But
no one wants o lose money — especially for
five straight seasons Lasi tUme Vikings
bank account looked decent was back In
o when the club captured Lthe
provincial champlonship

Over the past [ive years. only ane BCJHL
wam mipht be called & (inanctal success —
Kelowna Buckaroos

I Vern Dye and his partners wanted to
make money — they wouldn't have pur
chased the Vikings Their hope was Lo bring
gwod junior 1ockey Lo the city and pcrhaps
break even, or even donate a few thousand
doliars  Bul, they can't sal
maritans forever The day of reckoning Is
approaching

no1s 10 blame for the team's downfall

— il Is .mpossible o potnt the finger at
anyone But, it s a sad story for 4 once great
team 111t wasn't for this club. players like

Don Murdoch. Eddle Johnsione. Ken
Holland, Ron Areshenkotf, and the ' .le Bob
Gassoff may never have made It to the pro
ranks

THE PROBLEMS

The problems facing Dye and his
colleagues are many With the saturation of
hockey @ few years ago., caused by the
founding of the World Hockey Assoclation,
many fans turned away from the juniors

Hesides the lack of fans, another ma 'or
problem has been getting the players in-
volved with the communily. Few people in
Vrinen know any of the Vikings and it 1a

fans

hard for anyone 10 get excited about wal
ching Leenazers they don't know

Which brings us to the next problem —
wsing local players Il has always been
tough to get local Kids to play in Vernon
Several top-notch prospects, incl 4ing Dean
Solne!m and Terry Lowe, went 1o Alberta to
play Stankoven of Enderby and
Vernon's Karl Poeschek are playing with
Merritt Centennials this season. And at least
four members of the Vernon juvenile reps
are good enough ‘or junior, bul none want to
o up

There are currently only two home-
grown boys on the eam — Dave Schnelder
and Glen Fester

Coaching s also  be major
headache Sine Odie Lowe retired five
years ago. the team has gone lnrough a
handful of coaches

Joe Tennant was costing the club too
much money and left twe years ago. Since
his departure, flve different men have run
the ciub. Stabllity and leadership behind the
bench Is important for & junlor team, and
with that many coaches. attaining those
goals has been impossible

And_a major handicap has been ihe
arena The cold, drafty bullding offers no
shelter for people walting in line for Uckets
And once Inside. the surroundings are
nardly modern.

THE SOLUTIONS

The ciub’s mainobjective now must be lo
fAnish the season. If the team folded, the
results could be disastrous. The present
awners don't even wanl o think of that
prospect

After completing the season, work must
start immediately on next year, First. and
fore most. new nvestors must be found The
team cannol operate on a shoestring budget

Secondly. the image of the team should
be changed — new uniforms, new name, and
a Iot of new faces. Which brings us to the
third priorily. recrulting. People like o see
an entertalning team, but there is no sub-
sttute for a winner To tumn Vikings Into o
contender, there 13 & lot of scouting to be
done

ourth. and one thing that should be
overcome, Is the arena. With the approval of
the recenl recreation referendum, massive
improverments Lo the arena are planned for
this spring. 1t should make watching a
hockey game a little more pleasant.

THE CONCLUSION

It isn'i golng o be easy, but junior
hockey in Vernon can survive. In the end it
is up 1o you the fan

As the old 3aying goes, ' You never know
what you've got Ul s gone.” And If junior
hockey leaves. It may mever return

American skiers
tops in freestyle

American skie  dominated

the Silver Star Freestyls Meet
which ended on Monday

Thirty-seven skiers,
throughout the U
Canada. competed for spois on
their countries’ World Cup
teams
ht Americans and two
tanadians eamed spots on
their national squads

Steve Rezendes of Park
Oity, Liah was the overnll
champion He was followed by
ark Archibald of Sunsei
h. Dan Kurdy of Sun
ley, Idano. Mike Godfrey
Calgary. and Paul Arnston
of Seattle. Wash

In the mogul event,

trom
an.

which

was heid in con;uncnm i
aerials on Arns!
captured WD nmon 1In se
ot was Hurdy followed b hy
Archibald. Dan Kolvy of
Bolse, 1dahe, and Greg Athans
of Kelowna

In the air, Rezendes edged
Kevin Dunn of Salt Lake City,
Utah for the champlonship.
Third-place went to Archibald
with Chris Andrew of Bolse in
fourth-place and Kurdy fifth

Brian Bilodeau of Vermont
and Boo Howard of New York
who qualifled last Friday in
ballet will be joined on the
US squad by Rezendes
Archiwald  Amnston, Kurdy
Dunn. .ad Andrew

Godtrey captured the oniy

Smith, also of Calgary, earned
the ladies’ berth.

Meet Coordinator Bruce
Alain told the Daily News he s
Feased with the way the meet
ran despite \wo days of can-
cellations

Alain sald, “We have no
control over the weather and
ihere is no way they could skl
on Saturday or Sunday (due to
poor visibility). Despite the
delay, [ didn’t hear any
complaints about the meet. 1
think everyone was please
with the keen competition and
tacliities.’

Cosens Bay hangs on
to edge Mountaineers

Cosens Hay Rattlers ok a

A2 18 lead 11 the first-half and
hung on 0 edge Stiver Star
Mountain -ars §8-84 Lo Major
Men's B ketball League
acton Moiday night at Kal
Senool

Mountaineers  came  stor:

SPORTS

GAME CALLED
A Pleasant Valley Hockey

League game. on Sunday
night  was called midway
tarough the se.ond perd

when a fight erupted At the
tme. Toros were leading
Firefighters 21 In a Monday
RIght contest, Vernon Canucks
dumped Kinamen T4
Flacher had three goals for the
winners

HONEYMOONERS

In Honeymooners Volleyball
League playof! action Sunday
nignt &t the Reereation
Cumplex Zodlacs beat
Spastic Spikers 159 and 157
Goodumers nln-r\iﬂ Team
Cannabis 155 10-15. and 1512
* Pack humped Zodiacy 15
nd 183 Friends dumped
™ 1512 and 1814
ylers drowned
215 152 and 158,
Fucers

and Camp Town
autacored  Upnatoms 15 14
and 1513
REFY NEEDED
Huckey  volleyball and
bankethall referees are
fended tor leagues operated
by he Vemon Parks and
Kecreation District  For
various  volleyh wnd
Biaxkethall leagues.  officialy
" atoul §6 per hour
U Valley  Hocks
rela piek up $12 80 per
r Intoemation phone

Y e

IACIOSSE HANQUET

ming back. and at one point,
scored 16 conseculive points
However, thelr rally tell just
smort

Gary Pruden and Jack
Robinson scored 14 points
each for Rattlers while John
Mahler added a dozen

BRIEFS

event will Include dinner
presentation of leam awards,
and dancing Music will be
provided by L ¢ [nk Spots For
tckets. phone Norm Brown at
5427950

MONDAY
HONEYMOONERS

In Honeymooners
Volleyball League com
Monday at W L

Rockets  edged
Orangatangs 815, 1814, and
1818, Jam Tarls defeated
Subtruclors 1517 158, and 15-
8. Sum Timers slipped by
Desperados 15:11, 16-14. and
1315, wnd Super Six whipped
Tempests 158, 15:5, and 1511

UNDER  OBSERVATION
ANGE! E 1APY =
Rockels «  forward
Rudy Tumjanovich w s under
oiwervation In hespital Sun
day after a {ight in the vecond
alf of the Rockels-Lakers
National Hasketball
Assoeiation game al the
Forum Tomjanovich s leam
males rame away fom the
baltlefield with a 116108
victory Friday nignt Bul
Tom janovich came a vay with
& broken nose and a cul from
from his left nostril down lo
s Wp 1L was metod oul by
am Angelen Laker forward
Kermit Washin gu o

RILLIE JF S WINS
LHONDON

Virginta
wn the

Bravmar
Asten % A TErnationa |

srnament

Eric Parker was top sniper
for Silver Star with 18 points
while Ron Hooge added 18 and
Blll Haworth swished 14.

In other games. Kal Lake
Voyageurs dumped Cherry
Creek Trappers and
Husky Service Plcaeers beat
Priest Valley Saints 73-67.
CAME BACK

Voyageurs led 34-32 at haif-
Ume and the lead see sawed In

the second-half untl Trappers '©

ok & 60-5 lead. Kal Lake
came back with elght stralght
points to record the win

Rick Wilson did most of the
damage for Voyageurs with 23
points while Glen Wheelhouse
and Dennis Roberts each
collected 14

Greg Wood dropped in 22 for
Trappers and Rick Inrig. who
played only lhe second-half,
added 18

Saints fought back from u
10-point. nalf-time deficit to
take @ 67-88 lead and almost
upset the Ploneers
4 POINTS

Gealr White. ihe
Husky crew w peints
while Steve Klng dded 33

pnbea

ey's
and Hick DeFenr added 10

SPORTS
ALERT

BALL
Men's
Commercial Volleyball
lLeague playoffs starl al 7
pm  Firstround games
huve BC  Hydro v
Hookies and Stingers vs

VALLEY

Atlumby Arena 7pm
Murger Harons v Blades
and % pm  Koyals vs
Village ireen

DIFN BANKETBALL

" pm . Recrealion
Compla kym Vernon T
Larkers prastice

MINOR HOCKEY ROUND-UP

Pups win one that counts

Daily News

N KENDALL—Sports Editor
PHONE 545.0671
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Vernon swimmers
show improvement

Three members of the While that trio was in
Vernor im Club !
showed lremendous Im-

provement at a level one meet
In_Vancouver last weekend.
On Saturday, Jim Morden
placed third in the 100
seaastatroka fiaal and fourth
style and 100

muerﬂy finals.
The next day, he qualified
for the final in 200 tree and 100

. the of
the club staged a Saturday fun
t.

et

Jul Strachan, Jodi Pesko,
and Susan Caurle organized
the event

From Dec. 26-20, the
Keknneen wil be hosting a
reglonal workshop. Guest
speaker will be George Gate, a
former Olympie, Com-

and impi
Mree of his personal besl
tme:

Mike Potyrala improved
five personal tim

At the meet, be. improved
trom eighth to fourth in 200
DM, 24th to 10Lh in 100 breast,
18th to 10th in 100 back, 16th to
10th in 200 breast, and 21st to
1Bth in 100 {1y
IMPROVED TIME

Troy Allum dropped his
personal best ime, in 100 free.
53.5 seconds He also
showed steady Improvement
In five other eventa

,and Pan-Am team

coach.

IN CALGARY
the recent

At Okanagan
Invitational Swim

Quub and Thornhill Swim Club.

Top 10 point-gettera for
Vernon were: Steven Vander
Meulen and Mike Potyrala
with 40, Jim Morden 36, Keily
Bedard 33, Laurle Kalszuk 28,
Margie Potyrala 23, Gary
Vander Meulen 21, Troy Allum
20, Graham Schnare i8, and
Jenny Strachan 17

100 participants

in turkey

Muru than 100 people took
part in the Vernon Racquet
and :m-msn Club's  second
annual Turkey Tournament
held over the weekend

Top three compeutors in
each class were presented
with turkeys

Gregg Caufield captured the
Men's Open Racquetball ttle
by dumping Martin Johns In
the inal Kelth Brookes
placed third

In men's ‘B° play. Dan
Martin took lop spot followed
by Johns und Brookes

Doug irwin won the men's
C' event followed by Wayne
Kinghorn, and Dan Irvin

the novices were

hreﬂx Erickson, Frank
Knobel. and Howle Hosenz.
welg

tourney

In ladies’ racquetball, Helen
Glennle beat Zoe Wakelln in
e inal Leslle Cole
placed third

In the ‘B’ category, Evelyn
Mell was first followed by
Jennifer Burrows and Tracy
Mathews

Geoff Smith won the 'A’
squash competition. with
Jorgan Anderson In second-
place and Curg Broughton in
tird Caufield won 1
squash event with Ross
Davidson second and Sunny
Zimmerman third

Top female squash players
were Leslle Cole, Joanne
Fisher, and Glenni

In handball, Archie
was followed by S
Glennie and Mike Stgalel

SN POINES

Gyey Dandy Bawling Club

wome. s single.  Par
Robirsor 711 mgh dowle Pat
Rob Wwor 172 high aversg. ida
Gis 1y

fhen s Righ sngle. Ron Chim
743 1ign douple. Arinur Neison
*4h average, Arthur Netson

[ Fole weak
Ahoxianne: Cragiey.
e hange Smathe sy

Lagies
e

e o

SNOW-RUGBY

Vemon Senlor Secondary
School rugby coach Terry
White declded Monday it
was time for his club to do
alittle training, about four
months before fhe season
gets under way. The VSSS
rugby squad was divided
into two teams and took
part In a snow-game at
noon. One comment was,
1 wish it was always this
soft when we get tackled."
(Dally News Photos )

By DALE MAJOR
Dully News
Correspondent
Vemon Star West Realty
Pup Reps strelched their
league-leading record to 60

|u| weekrnd

e pups topped Kamloops
M on Saturday in Vernon
Then, on Sunday In an
exhibition game at Lumby,
Kamloops avenged the defeat
by blasti~g Vernon 7-3. It was
the first setback for the locala
in 18 league and exhibition
games this season.

But. In the game that
counted  Saturday, the
goallending of Mark Frengh
was the difference. Freagh
blocked 80 shots, including 21
In the scoreless second period

with a palr of goals while Leés
Olsen and Warren Schneider
added singles.

Darryl Scott replled witn
both Kamloops goals.

On  Sunday, Kamloops
played an extremely physical
game and was able 1o
dominate the corners.

Majar, with two, and Troy
Mick were the Vernc nipers
In & lpsing cause.

MIDGETS BEAT

In other weekend activity.
Vermon Bloom and Sigalel
Midget Reps loat a pair of
high-scoring games, 748 lo
Kelowna on Salurday and 85
to Penticton on Sunday in the
Peach Clly. The losses
dropped Vernon's wonlost
record to 85,

On Saturday. the game was
tled 22 al the end of the second
period before both teams
exploded.

Rod Trentin led the Vernon
attack with & pair of goals
while Dwayne Streiger, Lance
Vachon, Ear! Smith, and Bob
Sophonow added solo efforts
Kevin Balfour chalked up four
assists

In Penticton, the host team
held period leads of 2-1 and 78,

Dave Fish, Vachon, Balfour,
Cralg Demetrick, and Streiger
shared the Vernon goals.
EAG

Only game played by
vernon Watkin Motor Pee
Wee

exhlbition loss to Eagles of the
Bantam House League.

Scolt Leir led Eagles with
three gonls and two assists
Dale Armstrong also got a hat
rick for the winners while
Barry Hildl and Bruce
Chambers notched singles

Keith Major replied for the
pee wees.

BANTAMS TIE

In another exhibition game.
Vermon Sun Valley Bantam
Reps battled L & 4-4 deadlock
witn Penticton

The leams were Ued 22 at
the end of the first period and
Penlicton led 32 after 40
minutes,

Tom DeVries blinked the
red lignt twice for Vernon
while Jeft Wejr and Kevin
Lelr added singles.

LOOK BACK
FIVE YEARS

DECEMBER, 1972
Edmonton Pee Wees have
accepled an Invitation to
participate in the 1872 Winter
Carnival Pee Wee Hockey
Tournament
DECEMBER, 1972
Concern Is being voiced in
the city, particularly by the
directors of the Vernon Essca,
why s0 few persons are at-
tending the home games of the
local elub.

BOYARSKI
RS

* RENO - LAS VEGAS
545-5283 or
Kelowna 762-3438

Only VOis VO

Canada’'s most respected B year old whisky
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