LES ROGERS
.. optimistic

KENDALL'S KORNER

Pro curling circuit
forecast by Daviduk

For the past decade, North American
¥poris fans have been flooded with the word
profesalonal. We've got professional hockey.
football, baseball, tennis, golf, wrestling,
roller derby. boxing. aulo racing. and a
dozen others

The next sport to likely try Ila hand at
galng pro Is Canadian curling. Although the
country’s top rinks pick up some pretty
handsome paycheques over a winter, there
ia not enough money n the game to make a
Uving at it

After the $50,000 Edmonton Cash Splel
this week. organizer Darwin Daviduk sald &
£200,000 curling competition ls likely within
the next five years. He sald, *I expect the
Edmonton splel to reach $100,000 mext
year."

Daviduk said he 1s convinced curling 18
on the brink of greater things. He said, “We
need anational tour, for one thing. We're 8o
close 10 & major western tour that It could
nappen hypothetically within 15 minutes

“We have aboul 1,000 top competitive
curlers in Canada. That is certainly enough
10 provide &4 good rinks for & series of major
competitions In & concentrated period.”

STUMBLING BLOCKS

While Daviduk's dream is a posaibility, it
certainly s not & probability For several
years, a pro curling tour has been forecast
However, there are three main stumbling
blocks: no major sponsor, mo adequate
spectator facility, and a Iack of excitement
B (ke gareey

Some % top curlers, tn Vernon
this wee)mm for the Carling O'Keefe Car
Splel, differ on the chance of & pro tour.

nding Saskatchewan champlon Les
Rogers, of Regina, feels the tour ls coming.

He sald, "Every year the splels are
getung bigger Regina, Vernon, Edmonton,
and Brandon all have huge events. And
there are plenty of $20,000 splels.

1 look at tennis, 15 years ago it was
nothing — now look at It popularity around
the world."

Rogers predicts for the circuit to run

Qciober o April, otal prise money
would have to be abowé$3 miliion

He said, "It costs us about $80 per man,
per day. on the road. S0, If you coud get

RICK FOLK
... mixed champ

MATT BALDWIN
. won't happen

near that $3 million mark,
probably atiract 20-25 good

you

could
rinks willing to
lake a chance by travelling all season

WON 850,000

Defending Canadian mixed champlon
Rick Folk, of Saskatoon, sald It is close to a
protessional circult now

Folk sald, “1f & team wanis to, 1t can
travel for almoat two months right now. In
the last two years, we've won about $60,000
as @ team.'”

However, Folk feels Rogers' prediction
of 20-25 rinks Is a }itte optimiatic. The mixed
champ said, *'I think If you got 10 teams to
hit all the splels, you'd be lucky. The rest of
the spota would have to be filled with local
curlers.””

Matt Baldwin of Edmonton, who has
represented Alberta five Uimes In the Brier.
has a different opinion

“'No, there are jusl loo many things to
overcome,” sald Baldwin “Under the
present format, curling lsn't & spectator
sport, The average game bores me

““You would have to bulld up some tierce
rivaliies and get some controversial people
nvelved to get the public Lnterested. And 1
dun't know how you could do thal

NO FACILITY

Baldwin. who haa an extenaive
background in pro & director of the
Edmonton Eskimos, feels facllities are
ancther major stumbling block.

He sald, “There lan't cne half-decent
place In Ceaada for fans to watch curling
TNAL 13, of course, except In an arena. And
when you play in an arena, the ice s 50 bad,
the pecple aren't seeing good curling."

As for the big prize money, Baldwin said
the majority of the lcot la being paid by the
entrants. He said, “Take a look at Ed-
monton. Of the 350,000 In prize money,
$38.400 was conirlbuted Dby entry fees.
Curlers aren‘t going to 4o that every week.
One or two ma jor sponsors would heve to be
found to cover coats.”

Curling will continue to prosper ir.

Canada and the major splels will get bigger.
But, I'm afraid In another five years, the
professional curling league will still be &
dream.

Four Vernon rinks
beat in first round

All four Vernon rinks takin)
part in the first draw of the
Vemon Carling O'Keefe Car
Splel went down to defeat

today.

Doug 8mith of
forced  defending 3
champion Roy Vinthers of
Vancouver to an extra end
before losing 6-4: Blake
Kimura counted one In the
10th end but It wasn't enough
s he lost o 6-5 squeaker to
Bert Gretunger of Kelowna;
Gord Rowland was short on
his final shot to give George

Vernon
B.C

of Calgary & 6-4 victory:
and Matt Baldwin of Ed-
monton doubled Randy Brown
B4

Smith forced Vinthers to
make a takeout, on his final
ock, In the 11th to win.

Rowland, who moved (o
Vernon thls year from
Terrace, took over as akip
from Emnle Cherowskl and
gave the 1978 c-r Spm
champion, Fink,

Kimura's last rock took out
two of Gretzinger's rocks, but
the Vernon skip's shot falled to
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Penny to make
coaching debut

Vernon Vikings' new coach

behind the bench tonight when
Vikings travel to Kelowna to
battle the Buckaroce In B.C.
Junior Hockey League action.

On Saturday, Bucks pay a
return visit to Vernon. Both
games start at 8:30 p.m

With the addition of centre
Darrel Leahy thia week,
Vikings' roster ls up to 23
Hawever, no more than 18 of
those players are capable of
playlng.

Stacy Smeader was ad-
mitted to hospital this week
for an operation on his knee.
Roger Plerce Is still nursing a
leg injury, defenceman Glen
Fester has & sprained ankle,
and winger Darren Halasz has
& cast on his fractured wriat,

In addition. centre Bernle
McNell, who was suspended
meunmly by the league for

in ‘an incident in
Nulllmo three weeks ago,
decided to stay at his home in
Edmonton and complets his
high school education.

©On the positive side, Leahy,

semmacl

LOOK BACK
FIVE YEARS

volleybail
team placed second In a
tournament st VSS behind
Revelstoke. In the boys'
section, Vernon also placed

18, was obtalned from Ab-
batstord Flyera. According to
General Manager Vern Dye,
he should help the club.

Dye sald, “'We're going w0
have to hit the Bucks. There
tan'ta team in the BCJHL that
can skate with them. 50 we'll
have to slow them down

stay
ROGERS WINS

In other firat round games,
defending  Saskatchewan
champion Les Rogers of
Regina easlly beat 1970 world
unior champ Paul Gowsell of
cay 86, Glen Plerce of
Vancouver downed Al
LaChance of Kamloops 88, Ed
Lukowich of Medicine Hat
beat Bob McWhirter of Prince
George 85, and the 1978 Car
Splel winner Tony Eberts of
Sherwood Park thumped
Steve Skillings of Victoria 7-1

nine ends.

Rogers was superb In hin
victory over the young Gow-
sell foursome. The Regina
foursome bullt up & 7-3 lead
and then played it wide open.
Rogers said, '‘We were
prepared to give them one an
end — we could atford to. I'm
very happy with the way we
played. The Ice here is great,
st like we're used to ut
home. "

Other draws were scheduled
today at10:30 &.m. and 1 p.m..
mm ‘the day's final round set

.m. The banquet and
-pleum will take place
tonight at.the Recreation
Complex.

Cents bomb
Bruins 10-0

By THE CANADIAN PRESS

Merritt Centennials and Ab-
botsford Flyers won blg In
British Columbia Junior
Hockey League acorefests
‘Thursday night.

The Centennials blanked the
Bruins 10-0 in Revelstoke
while the Flyers got five goala

the third perind to best the
Hlazers 8-3 at Abbotaford.

j| COAST TO COAST

momo's LARGEST TRANSMISSION SPECIALISTS !I

OVER 500 DEALERS
READY TO SERVE YOU

#ﬂmfs

4701 - 31 S,

* FREE TOWING
3 TO OUR PREMISES
§ « FREE ROAD TEST
i © FREE . gu_i' DAY SERVICE
1 CASER)
§ LTI fCHECK  « rnancee

ARRANGED

| e e
{oms coomors 2R (R
8 AANCO Automatic Transmissions
3 you
§ tormsiong 3 veridhal
a ay AAMCO Centre n Canade or e U S A st s modest fee

545-72

MET NORTHCOTT
Other three Vernon rinia.
skipped by Jack Hockey, Doug
ton, and Ernie Bird made
thelr first appearances In the
second round. had the
unpleasant homor of facing
three-time  world _champlon
Ron Northcott, of Calgary. in
his first game
Draw times Saturday are 9
am., 12 noon, 5 and 8 p.m.
while, & record 20,450
wu hid fur the 32 teams In
Thursday night's Calcutta
auction. Top price of $1780 wi
paid for Gowsel. Elght teams
went for more than $1.000.
Second highest bld was for
Vinthers at §1.600.

as follow:

Area Restricted
(excludes T-Bar)

Family Packages

Additional Students

Junior (3-12 yrs.)

. Four-year veleran

ALLEN LEAVES
PITTSBURGH (AP) -
Jimmy
Allen” has left Plttsburgh
Steelers In a contract dispute
and says he will retire from
professional football ““This Is
probably the beat thing for the
team and myself" the 28
year-ald cornerback sald

ALL STAR

WRESTLING
Friday, Hov. 4, 8 p.m.
VERNON REC CENTRE
MAIN TYENT

DON LEO JONATHON
& GUY MITCHELL

I'EI';EI &
MIKE SHARPE

ILKOFF vs RENALDO

CODY vs GENERAL
Plus 2 Other Bows
RESERVED TICKETS AT

Tillicum
Valley

“The great Canadian
SKIING BARGAIN"

Rates to be charged for the 1977-78 season are

RATES

Area Day Pass (all facilities) . . . . . .
Area Night Pass (5-10 p.m.) . .

Group Rates by Advance Booking
8 AND UMDER - FREE

SEASON RATES

First 2 Members of Family .
Additional Children (9-12 yrs.)

IR
SR (912YRS)
$550  $3.00
4.50 2.50
...... 25 150
DAY 4
NIGHT NIGHT
.+ $100.00 $135.00
2000 2500
«o.. 2500 30.00
DAY &
NIGHT  NIGHT
.. $65.00 $90.00
5 50.00  65.00
! 3000  40.00

Box 965, Vemon, B.C., VIT 6N2
Lodge Phone 542-8173
Sandy Bo‘yd, Manager

SEASON PASSES NOW ON SALE!!

VERN'S FAMILF RECREATION
150 ¥o

second behind

MOTOR OIL

Case of 24

HOME
AUTO

STORES LTD

FILTERS

priced from

Carling O'Keefe w Ssﬁe\
Chairman hn
Taporowski. For the fourth
conseculive year, since the

CARLING BREWERIES
representative Jack
Burgess, right, presents a
17,000 cheque to Vernon

PIN
POINTS

Thuriasy9-11p.m.

splel was orlginated,
Carlings I the principai
s7onsor of the huge event.

Daily News Photo}

DAILY NEWS
SPORTS ALERT

CURLING
Vernon Carling O'Keefe Car Spiel at the Vernon
Curling Club. Final draw today at 3:30 p.m. Draw timen

~4.T9 |§
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nigh average os: Saturday: #&.m., 12noon. 8 and 8 p.m
Pk Rt e ek Tame Bierfeat and dance tonight &t the Recreation DIXxco Eﬂglﬂe
Do &uerons. Mark, Kot Complex. Performance Perform over 30 tests on
Team Mg simgle Lef JUNIOR HOCKEY your sngine yourself!
142 nign Trigle. Lucky 8:30 p.m. Kelowna Memorial Arena, Vernon Analyzar
el R S TN Vikings vs. Kelowna Buckaroos. s
A e i MINOR HOCKEY * Rugged Construction
Lucky Shikers 148 :ru p.m.. pup and pee wee reps practice « Solid State Circuits
ng K 12 10-10 p.m., Juvenile rep practic
Pace Serers Va0 6-8:30 a.m. (Saturday), bantam house league o 2% Full Accu.
ocT 10 845 a.m -12:18 p.m. (Saturday), senior pup house * Easy-to-follow $ .
Thursday 1-9p.m HIOH SCHOOL BOCCER
s'm'm'i ;";B?‘n ;‘n"ﬂ”(.‘mr M’:; }1 am., MacDonald Park, Okanagan junior high
Torek wﬂ:_ hioh mYsTage s ;:\::ll!mcl:llmplnnlhlp semli-final Fulton vs
Turek 718 2
en's  high  single, John "
A T — i e 1
Tykalovicn s nmign  aversge. erican League. has joine
John Tykalovich jed a MONTREAL (CP) — Norm the coaching staff of Montreal CONVERT YOUR
afem bion single M. ReUer  Sherry, 4, former managerof Expos, the Nallonal League SPEEDOMETER FROM
s California Angels of baseball's club &nnounced Thursday. cAPTA’N cHAIRs MP.H. to KM/H WITH
o' Ciub. John i yusiovien
a = _: NEW KILOVERTOR
70 Clus, May Tures 12 with the h Reg. $375.00 pair

: ""?‘ul SHORT STEP TO SKI

Stieny Finge: n?: & Kilomaters a a gl 1]
Sl e $ s ttn S yeind
Wernon:Dakw Ve © Guranteed Method e Great Fun NOW I Na horm 10 your spesdomarer
includes: « 5 lIF: 3asses . ot + Seltubricating

I‘nur\?!cl:l}llllnn & Rentol of special shert learning skis
# Instruction for five one-hour sessions
Evening Program (Mon.-Fri.} 63.00

Weekend Program (Sot. or Sun.) 75.00

We can occommodate you at Tillicum Valley i

Phone 5428173

1 Chair Reclines
Swivel Bases

Rog. 548.00. MOW sas-w "




