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1. KEITH FERNER came to
Vikings this year from Grand

Forks Border Bruins. He
started last season with
Vikings, but after a dismal
start, was sent down. This
year has been a different
story. The rangy netminder
posted the lowest goals

against average In the BCJHL
and was named to the first all-
star team. His brothers Keith
and Daryl are both members
of the Kamloops Chiefs.

fa

6. BRIAN GRIESE shared
the top defenceman award
this year with his close friend,
Anaka. In his fourth season
with the Vikings, Brian is
considered to be one of the
best stickhandlers in the
BCJHL. Not known for his
overly-agressive play, Griese
is an excellent stick-checker
and plays the body when
necessary. He eclipsed the 20-
goal plateau this season for
the first time ever.

12. RICK SIMPSON got off
to a slow start this season, but
the big rookle has been Im-
proving every game, Just 17,
Rick already tips the scales at
more than 180 pounds. When
he decided to keep Simpson,
Tennant sald, “Rick 1s going
to be one of our players of the
future." After the Christmas
break, Simpson started
scoring goals more regularly,
and could be a star next
season,
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MEET THE VIKINGS

DARRELL

Is in his second
season with the Vikings. He
spent most of last year on the
bench behind Jim Scammel,
but this season has alternated

30. FUR-

MANEK

with Ferner. Known as a

clutch goalle, Darrell, along
with Keith, gives Vikings
probably the best one-two
netminding duo in the league.
Just 17 years old, Fermle
appears to have a bright
future ahead of him,

7. DARRELL BILLSTEN
has been Vikings' Most
Gentlemanly Player for the
past two seasons, In a time
when everyone is talking
about hockey violence,
Darrell is a prime example of
a player whq can do a job
without being dirty. One of the
strongest skaters on the club,
Darrell scored 24 goals in his
rookie season last year.
Medicine Hat Tigers plan on
taking a close look at him at
camp next September.

14, CALVIN HALASZ was
one of the final cuts from
Medlecine Hat's camp this
season. But, he intends to
make sure that doesn’t happen
again, After a fast start, the
17-year-old winger talled off in
mid-season and went into a
slump. In mid-February the
scoring touch came back and
Calvin has been terrorizing
goalles around the league in

recent weeks. Llke hls
linemates, Calvin acored more
than 30 goals.

2. PETER POESCHEK
spent most of the season at
forward, a position unusual
for the 200-pound, 20-year-old.
A defenceman by trade, he
was moved up front to give
Vikings some muscle on the
forward line. He responded
with a 20-goal plus season.
Captain of the club this year,
he has established himself as
one of the premier penalty
killers in the BCJHL.

8. KEN OULTON s
probably one of the top 16-
year-old hockey players in the
province. From Smithers,
Kenny came to Vikings
shortly after the season
started. He possesses a good
shot from the point, as his 12
goals prove, and is excellent
at defending on one-on-one
breaks. Although a little small
for a defenceman, he makes
up for his lack of size with
thinking. Could be a great
one next year,

15. GARY HUTH led the
Vikings in scoring this year
from start to finish. He picked
up 99 points last year with

Chilliwack Bruins, and
although he didn't quite hit
that total this season, he had a
better all-round year. Why did
he come to Vernon? He says
there is just one reason, ‘‘Joe
is the best coach In the
league."” Huth s a student at
Okanagan College.

Support the Vikings!

3. GARY GASSOFF may be
the most improved player on
the Vikings this season. Gary
spent last season’ on the
Vikings' blue line corps and
had a mediocre rookie season.
However, on the wing this
year, Gassoff has become one
of the Vikings’ sparkplugs. He
adds muscle and hustle up
front and is particularly at

| home in the corners. His three

older brothers are in the pro
ranks .

9. STEVE DANSHIN was
selected Rookle of the Year on
the Vikings this season. Steve
came to Vernon from Grand
Forks where he was second In
the Kootenay International
Junior B League In scoring.
He centres Vikings' highest
scoring line and scored more
than 30 goals himself this
year. A fine stickhandler,
skater, and playmaker,
Danshin is expected to be
wearlng a Medicine Hat
uniform in 1976-77.

4. GRANT SIDNICK

Is a
home-grown product. Known

for his unusual style of
aggressive play, Grant has a
way of adding excltement to a
game. It is no coincidence that
when Sidnick took a month off
for school in January, Vikings
started slumping. He 1s In his
third season with the club, and
at 18, has turned into a team
leader both on and off the ice.
He is a student at Okanagan
College.

10. KEN STROUD led the
Vikings in game- and
game-tying goals this season.
Perhaps the fastest skater on
the team, he has left many a
defenceman In his tracks as he
pours on the after-burners. He
possesses every quality
needed of a hockey player —
speed, size, a good shot,
natural abllity, and desire.
Stroud is one-third of Vikings*

top line along with Danshin
and Halasz,

5. TERRY ANAKA sacored
more goals than any other
defenceman in the league this
season. Only defenceman to
get more points than Terry
was Nanaimo's Greg Bor-
braten. He was selected
Vikings’ most valuable
defenceman last year, and
this year he shared that award
with Brian Griese. Anaka, 20,
played in his second con-
secutive all-star game this
season. .

11. DARCY WILKINSON s
one of the few players gifted
with natural scoring abllity.
One of the top scorers on the
Vikings this year as a rookie,
Darcy, llke Billsten, very
seldom takes costly penalties.
He ran into a slump In
January and February, but
Coach Joe Tennant feels he
will come out of it in time to be
one of the key players In
playoffs for Vernon,

When You Need Our Help Just Call
Hilltop Towing & Storage Ltd.
_ 542

. Hwy. 6, Yernon

-2324
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16. JACK LEFLEY has es-
tablished himself, over the
Past two seasons, as one of the
most rugged performers in the
BCJHL. Although you won't
find the 105-pound winger in
the league's top 10 scoiers,
any coach in the league would
love to have Jack in his line-
up. A great digger and penalty
killer, Lefley also handles
himself well when fisticuffs
are involved

18. BRIAN MASER has
changed from a big, tough kid,
into a blg, tough hockey
player. Maser, 17, tips the
scales at 212 pounds and
boasts one of the most im-
pressive fighting records in
the BCJHL; he claims no
defeats, Brian has improved
immeasurably and reminds
local fans of Owen Lloyd, the
punishing defenceman who
graduated to Medicine Hat
this season.

17. CLYDE GOOD-
SWIMMER was named Most
Popular Player on the Vikings
this season. His unorthodox
and aggressive style delight
the fans at home, and infurlate
the fans on the road. Clyde, 17,
hopes to be joilned by his
younger brother on the
Vikings next season. That is If
the elder Goodswimmer
doesn’t stick with the Hat. His
brother is playing Junior B in
Edson, Alta,, and is reportedly
bigger than 180-pound Clyde.

18. DREW TUMBACH |is
like lightning when he streaks
down the right wing. A native
of Medicine Hat, Tumbach hit
the 20-goal plateau in his
rookle season this year.
Tennant feels with a year
under his belt, Drew will be a
top-flight performer next
season. Because of his speed,
he is a fine two-way winger,
able to cover up for mistakes.

Hockey penalties
illustrated
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Unfortunately Bruins were
recently eliminated from
playoffs in the Kootenay-
International Junior B

GRAND FORKS BORDER
BRUINS boasted several
fine young players on their
junior B roster this season

Vernon Vikings vs

Chilliwack Bruins

Game 1
FRIDAY, MARCH 12th

Yernon Civic Arena, 8 p.m.

Game 2
SATURDAY, MARCH 13th

Yernon Civic lrnny, 8 p.m.
Game 3

'FRIDAY, MARCH 19th
In Chilliwack

VERNON DAILY NE"JS. TUESDAY, MARCH 9, 1978

Barry Lang, Blair Donnelly,
Jim Misener, and Ken
McNabb may see duty with
Vikings.

-
League, but luckily for
Vikings, Bruins' players are
now available to Vernon for
playoff duty. From left,

A
0

SATURDAY, MARCH 20th
In Chilliwack
Game 5 (if necessary)

TUESDAY, MARCH 23rd
In Vernon Civic Arena, 8 p.m.
Gome 6 (if necessary)
THURSDAY, MARCH 25th
In Chilliwack :
Game 7 (if necessary)
SATURDAY, MARCH 2Tth
In Yernon Civic Arena, 8 p.m.

ADVANCE TICKETS AVAILABLE AT VERNON VIKINGS OFFICE

3003 - 37th Avenue (in OK Plumbing)

. - Phone 542.6117
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1975-76 VIKINGS IN ACTION

™ - —
The R. E. Postill e Ba
Butcher BoyS GEékéoggcﬁks Village Green Mall V¥10n
Pleasant Valley Road Phone 542-2968 | 1800 - 32nd Street, Vernon 545-5008 Phone 545-5331

“We Urge You To Support Junior Hockey™

* Black Topping * Bulldozing * Land Clearing

Roy’s Tire
Service Ltd.

Our Best Wishes and Whole-Hearted

Support Go To the Vikings!
4207 - 24th Ave.

545-2729

Royal Canadian
Legion

Branch 25, Vernon
Play Hard, Play Fair .

Bill's The
Sportsman'’s Shop
3334 - 30th Ave., Vernon 542-7770

“If it's in sporting goods, we have it”




VERNON DAILY NEWS, TUESDAY, MARCH 9, 1976

Mool

The Village ~ Sun Valley Fermco
Sportsman Sports Rental & Sales

Village Green Mall, Vernon 5428641 | 3405 - 30th Ave., Vernon 5422852 | Kal Lake Rd., Vernon Phone 542'433?

“Hey, look us over” Don’t Buy It — Rent It From Us
ey, l0ok us ov

“We're behind you all the way”

Bennett's Stores Goon Hong

Chinese Food Cent MacKay's
0 & g : . .
3008'3£xv?m0n) Ltg'm-san 2801 - 33rd Strt:zt?ff:m(?r? e 5422811 _Prescnpt]()nsil_td.

For the best in Chinese and

“Good Luck, Vikings™ Canadian Cuisine 3309 = 30th AVé' ’ : : Phﬂﬂe 542-3186
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Vikings recently held
their annual Awards
Banquet and Dance,

honoring this season’s top
periormers. Award winners
were, from left, most

AWARD WINNERS

popular player Clyde Good-
sSwimmer, co-winner of best
defenceman Terry Anaka,
most gentlemanly player
Darrell Billsten, rookie of
the year Steve Danshin,

g..

most valuable player Keith
Ferner, unsung hero Ken

Oulton, and co-winner of
best defenceman Brian
Griese.

(Daily News photo)

Little violence this year

anywhere in the BCJHL

Hockey violence is on the
minds of all sports fans this
year, but one league where
rough-stuff has not been a
problem is the B.C. Junior
Hockey League.

Certainly the league has not
been without its altercations,
but as far as bench-emptying
brawls go, the BCJHL has
avoided such useless ac-
tivities.

This incident, in the picture
" below, took place at a game in

Nanaimo in early January.
Although things look bad from
this angle, only four players
were actually involved.

BCJHL President Bryan
Couling and the league
governors have frowned on
any unnecessary brawling. In
fact, heavy fines, suspensions,
and probations have ef-
fectively curved these ac-
tivities.

While brawling seems to be’

a way of life in the Western
Canada Hockey League,

Couling  says, *'‘Our league
doesn't need that kind of
garbage."

Fans attending Vikings’
home games have seen no
more than 10 fights during the
entire season. That would
barely be one period of ac-
tivity at a WCHL game in New
Westminster.

Couling says, ‘‘Good, fast,
hard-hitting hockey is the
objective of this league, not
intimidation.”

Che_c_:kpoint l"n-
Service

Back the Vikings
They’re Tops

By IRENE DeRILLE

A loyal fan from Armstrong
1 back the Vikings they're tops,
So let’s pull out all the stops.
We are the best we are the kings;
So let's make the rafters ring.

i see Vernon play Kelowna the other night,
#e?frxetﬁeqnot many fans there and It just ain't right.
These teams play hockey that Is second to none,

We go to most home games and always have fun.

v ins will be here
On Friday the Chilliwack Bru :
So come on and back Vikings with a cheer.
We have a team that can go all the way,
Our Terry Anaka is one of the best today.

Our goalies Furmanek and Ferner stop all the shots,
With Gassoff, Griese, and Huth giving all they've got.
Poeschek and Wilkinson, young Sidnick and Stroud,
All playing good hockey, so holler loud.

Tumbach, Maser, and Halasz each filling thelr spots,
Simpson, Lefley, and Oulton all mean a lot.

Then Billsten and Goodswimmer pass the test,

The manager and coach, Joe Tennant is the best.

We have a fine team, they win their share,

It must hurt them to see those seats empty and bare.

So come on out and back the Vikings, our boys,

When they win the trophy, we will share their joy.

“ _ -..-‘

Drum or Disc

BRAKE SPECIAL

For Cars with Drum Brakes

¢ Disassernble and examine wheels, drums.
shoes, springs and adusting mechanisms

® Examine wheel cylinders L

* Clean and re-pack front wheel bearings
(outer only)

® Inspect and measure all brake dryms

* Clean and lubnicate backing plates

* Inspect brake'shoe return Sprngs

* Labor for nstaling linings (4 wheels)

© Clean and lubricate adustng mechanisms,

* Inspect front/rear wheel seals
® Examing master cylinder.

® Adjust brakes

® Check power cylinder
 Check brake lights

= Final quality control test

For Cars with Front Disc Brakes:

= Remove wheels, inspect calipers
and check condition

 Check rotors for run-out and wear.

* Labor l_cr installing front pads.

* Remove rear drums, inspect lining
condition and wheel cylinders.

® Labor lor instaling rear linings.

* Inspect and measure drum condition,

*‘Assemble drums and whoels.

* Check master cylinder.

* Check brake lights.

* Final quality control test.

Disc machining and/or caliper

re-building is extra if required.

SPECIALPRICE

rake prices quoted in this ad are for fabour only, on
our car& condilion. So be sure to ask lor an estmate

ALL WORK-@UARANTEED 90 DAYS OR 4.000 MILES.

OR LESS

LABOUR OMLY.
MOST CARS,
PAATS EXTRA

mostcars. Parts are extra. The cost mMay vary depending on

Erllie,' Es$0 (oontown Vernon)
Swan Lake Esso (. 97 nortn)

We're woddny
to keep you moving

-
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Vikings' number one fan,
without doubt, is Mrs.
Dennison. A hockey fan
since 1006, she seldom
misses a home game. Coach

Vernon Vikings' veteran
trainer Roly Sammartino was
born in Trail, B.C., home of
the former world champion
Trail Smoke Eaters.

As a youngster, Roly played
goal in the minor hockey, and
became active in basketball
and lacrosse.

In basketball, during the
war years overseas, he helped
the Canadians beat the U.S.
Army for the European
Championship. In lacrosse, he
played for Trail, Vancouver,

WITH THE TIGERS
League. From left, the ex-
Vikings are Gary Gilchrist,
Ron Areshnekoff, Cliff Lane
(injured when this picture
was taken), Kenny Holland,
+Owen Lloyd, and Don
Murdoch. Murdoch is
currently leading the WCHL

in goals and is second in the

Six ex-members of the
Vernon Vikings are now
proudly wearing the
uniform of the Medicine Hat
Tigers. Tigers are locked in
a battle with Kamloops
Chiefs for second-place in
the Western Canada Hockey

league in scoring.
Areshnekoff is considered to
be one of the leading can-
didates for rookie of the
year on Tigers.

(Dally News-photo)

VERNON
VIKINGS

on finishing
first in the
league

to give their support

Keep Up the Good Work

VIKINGS’ ALL-STARS

A 5
NUMBER ONE FAN

Eight members of the Nanaimo. Vikings' all-star nant, HKeith Ferner, and
Vikings, along with Coach were, from left, back row, -~ Brlan ~ Griese. Coast
Steve Danshin, Ken Stroud, Division, led by seven

Joe Tennant, were selected
to represent the Interior
Division in the annual all-
star game, in January In

and Calvin
Gary
Ten-

Jack Lefley,
Halasz. Front row,
Huth, Terry Anaka,

members of the second-
place Nanalmo Clippers,
won the all-star game.

DRIVE:-IN

deon

“We support Junior Hockey™

Support the Vernon Vikings
BCJHL 1975-76 Champions

THEATRE

Joe Tennant and the club
paid tribute to her at the
team's recent awards
banquet and dance.

Roly Sammartino
... Vikings’ trainer

North Shore Indians, Victoria
Shamrocks, and Vernon
Tigers.

For the past two seasons, he
has been commissioner of the
Interior Lacrosse Association.

He is in his fifth season with
the Vikings, and is not only a
trainer to the players, but also
a friend.

Roly had a serious heart
operation earlier this year and
was away from the club for
two months. But, he is
recovered now and back in
action.

We urge all Vernon residents

by at-

tending the playoff games.'

32
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SAYS JOE TENNANT

“This is the best team DI’ve coached”

By DON KENDALL

Daily News Sports Editor

The 1075-76 edition of the
Vernon Vikings is a team
which will not be forgotten for
many years to come.

Besides glving Vernon its
first league title since 1971-72,
Vikings shattered numerous

B.C. Junior Hockey League,

records along the way.
A lot of hard work went into
the formation of this club and
Coach Joe Tennant deserves a
great deal of credit for his
efforts, because it wasn't
easy.
When Tennant took over the
Vikings last season, it wasn't
long before he met with stiff
criticism. He has always been
a believer in, “If you want to
be a hockey player bad
enough, you'll be dedicated.”
Dedication is the key work in
Tennant's coaching and he
found some players in Vernon
last season who did not fit into
the catetory of dedicated.
CUT FOUR
Before the season opened,
he released four of the club’s
better players. But, he formed
a contending team, which
made it to the Interior finals.
Even though he weeded out
some of the bad apples last
year, he did not get all of
them. Three players who
finished last season in Vernon,

were not invited back this
year.
He now says, ‘“We don't

have a bad kid on our club,
They are all boys I would be
proud of to have for sons.”

Tennant calls this club the
best tier two junior A team he
has ever coached. Joe said,
“We don’t have any stars, but
we have a perfectly balanced
team effort.”

Babe Pratt, who was
recently in Vernon, jokingly
called Tennant a liar. Pratt
said, “Joe's had some pretty
good clubs in his day, and one
or two of them were better
than this team.’”
SEVERAL PROS

Over the years, Tennant has
coached Joe and Jim Watson,
Jerry Holland, Wayne
Bianchin, Gregg Sheppard,
Bob Nystrom, Kelly Pratt,
Gary Howatt, Don Ashby, and
several other players in the
pro ranks. But, he insists, this
is his best team.

Medicine Hat Tigers’ Coach
Jack Shupe sald this is the
best team he has seen in
Vernon.

Shupe sald, ““They have six
or seven players who should
be up with us next season.

HEAD SCOUT

Jim  Gardner of Van-
couver has been Vikings'
head scout” for the past
several seasons. Besldes
spending countless hours
recruiting players, Gardner
also helps out a training
camp each September.
Tennant sald, ‘*“Without Jim,
and our other scouts, a team
like this wouldn't be -
possible,'"

They have a real nice team
here." '

Most prestigious record the
club set was last weekend
when they eclipsed the 82-
point mark, the most points
any team has recorded in a
BCJHL season. The old record
was held jointly by the 1670-71
Kamloops Rockets, coached

by Tennant, and the 1974-76
Kelowna Buckaroos.

The Vikings' Major

VERNON SPOR

Other records broken this
season include most home-ice
wins, most consecutive home-
ice wins, most shots on goal In
a game, and most 20-goal
scoring defencemen — two.

A lot of players blossomed
over the season Into good
junior A players. Gary
Gassoff changed from a
mediocre defenceman into one
of the finest checking and

digging forwards In the BC-
JHL. Brian Maser became a
good defenceman and Kelth
Ferner is now a top-notch
goalie.

Speaking ‘of Ferner, Keith
along with Darrell Furmanek,
finished one-two in the league
in goals against averages.

After a 66-game schedule,
what do the players think of
their team? Here are a few

quotes:

Jack Lefley, “I learned
more here in a week than I did
anywhere else in a “whole
Sseason.”

Terry Anaka, ‘“This Is a
great team, I'm sure we're
going to win it all.”

Darrell Billsten, “It's an
honor to be on this team.”

Brian Griese, ‘‘After four
years, it's our turn.”

~ to the

VERNON
- VIKINGS

from

Supplier

CENTRE LTD.
- 3109 - 30th Ave.

Gary Huth, “There is no
doubt who the best coach In
the league is — Joe."
PLAYOFFS START

With playoffs only a few
days away, a whole new
season is about to start.
Tennant, and his team, are
confident they can go all the
way.

In about a month, we'll
know for sure.

Phone 542-3154




