Neilson goes

Essos trade and
trim plaver roster

The Vernon Essos like the five
other B.C. Junior ‘A’ hockey
teams are faced with a
deadline.

Actually two important dates
loom for the six team league as
player rosters must be trimmed
to 19 by Monday, January 10
and then February 10 the final
signing of players musl be
completed where inter-branch
transfers are concerned.

Basically what it means is
that most teams will bring their
rosters down to 17 or 18 players
by this weekend then save one
or two player cards with the
hope they might pickup extra
help by the final cutoff a month
from now.

The Essos have already made
initial moves toward this end by
making an outright trade of
Gordon Neilson of Victoria to
the Kelowna Buckaroos this
past week.

Neilson played 22 games for
the Essos this season as a utility
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assisting on four others.

Who the Buckaroos will send
to the Essos to replace Neilson
has yet to be decided but it is
known coach Odie Lowe would
like more help on defence,

Essos also have in camp at
the moment three new faces,
two of them from Quesnel and
the other from Vancouver.

Bob Marsh and Vice Sloan,
both 18, hail from the Cariboo
community and both have
played with the Haney
Monarchs of the lower
mainland junior ‘B’ league this
season but were in the Essos
training camp last fall.

Third man is 17 year old Will
Gagnon who has been out of
action since early in the season
with broken bones in his right
ankle.

Marsh plays right defence
while Sloan and Gagnon nor-
mally see duty at the Centre
slot.
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Broncos coming

Scene set Saturday
for battle of gilants

What may turn out to be a
battle of the giants takes (o
Vernon ice this Saturday“a
B.C. Junior A hockey leaders,
Vernon Essos do the hosting
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honors to second place Pen-
ticton Broncos.

“~While Essos hold a nine point

bulge over Penticton, the dif-
ference in the two clubs when
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they meet is remarkably close.

For example: In six previous
meetings this season, Essos
have only a three goal edge in
the scoring statistics with the
tally showing Vernon 25 goals
for, while Broncos have come
through with 22.

In the win and loss depart-
ment, Essos again have the
better record with four wins as
against only two losses but
Broncos have kept the games
close down to the final whistle.

Penticton go into the Satur-
day night action with one game
in hand and a win would suit
them well as they take to the ice
the following night at Kelowna
with a good chance to climb
within five points of the league
jeading Essos providing they
can pick up the four points on
the weekend.

Another reason the game here
at Civic Arena should be in-
teresting is the fact that both
teams lost in their last outing
and in the past three games
played by each club, Essos, lost
three straight while Penticton
did only a little better by win-
ning one, tieing one and losing
the other.

Game time Saturday is 8:30
p.m. with ticket office and doors

opening at 7:30 p.m.
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