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to boycott

Brawling fight involves 32

{ By DOUG BULWER

Several hundred hockey fans
filed into Vernon Civic Arena
last Tuesday night to sce a
hockey game, and for all but six
seconds of the 60-minute game,
gol their
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Richmond (Vancouver)
Kamloops
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Kelowna
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TOP 10 PLAYERS TO NOV. 2, 1871
GP

that is where good hockey left
off and stupidity reigned
supreme.

Al 19:54 of the third period, all
semblance of sportsmanship,
good manners and decency lo

money’s worth, but ! fellow man was shed in favor of
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1 John Price (Vernon) 9
2 Bruce Affleck (Penticton) 10
3 Ernie Gare (Vernon) 9
4 Les Salo (Vernon) 9
5 Bob Nicholson (Penticton) 10
6 ry Holland (Kamloops) 10
7 ayne Dye (Vernon) 9
8 Don Gorman (Vancouver-Rich.) 12
9 Jim Lawrence (Vernon) e
10 Ken Gassolf (Kamloops) 10

NOTE: Due to score sheet of game
on Saturday, OcL. 30 not as yel
1971, further information cannol

senseless and idiotic behavior
by every single player that
dressed for the game that night.
There were 32, by the way.
For those thal were not able
fo attend, it is hard to describe
what took place without first
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G A Pis. Pen PiM
7 13 20 7 22
5 15 20 2 4
7 11 18 6 2
9 7 16 3 14
6 10 16 S
11 4 15 7 2
9 6 15 1 67
5 10 15 4 8
3 12 15 5 18
3 11 14 54
and Penti at Chilliwack

Cl

information received by telephone.

DO

being received by the statisticion as of this date, Nov. 3,
be listed, however, above stats are correct according to

UG BULWER, Vernon, B.C.

HI VALUE
USED TRUCKS

1969 International Model DF
480, 335 Cummins, 5 & 4 trans.,
44,000 DR rear axle, complete with

colors. good sSacnn

a bat, a collection of kids and a
corner lot added up to instant
entertainment — a softball

ga

mula’s cha
ball and bat are still essential.
So too are the kids. Bul in too
many areas the corner lots a lot

logging $ harder to come by.

Ll s 5 . 23l50o Even the game's achieved a
1965 B 61 Mack Cob and sophisticated air. Through the
chossis, will repaint to customer’s | | efforts of the Canadian

Amateur Softball Association
paget P2 T

By BOB FERGUSON
There was a ime when a ball,

me.
Today, however, the for-
nged somewhat. A

National softball
to be upgraded

12 national champions con-
testing the world championship
in Manila, the Philippines, next

ar.
yeThe 1973 Canada Summer
Games will feature a jumior
women's tille event while the
1975 PanAm Games will in-
clude softball as a regular
event. The CASA is involved too
in the Caravan '71 project
currently touring Southern
Ontario,

As part of the

getting a strong feeling of
remorse and nausea at the pit of
one's stomach. To try and
deseribe it goes against the
grain of decency.

The game at hand was sup-
posed to be a hockey match of
the B.C. Junior A level and
featured the host club Vernon
Essos and the visiting
Kamloops Rockets. For what it
is worth, the game ended in
favor of Vernon on the basis of a
63 score.

The game was called with
only six seconds to go because a
series of fights broke out that
took over 20 minutes lo subside
and then only because a few
cool heads had to pull and push
players from the ice surface.
CHILDREN WATCH

To the viewers of this uproar,
many of them young children in
the 8-10 age bracket from the
Lumby Minor Hockey
Association who were at the
game as guests of the Essos, it
was a disgusting sight.

Picture, if you will, youn
men on the doorstep of so-call
manhood, pawing at each other
and where they couldn’t throw a
punch at an opponent, tried to
scrateh their faces with bared
finger nails or pull and tear|
cach others sweaters.

In one instance, two op-
ponents hung on to each others
arms, too exhausted to do much
else than try and tear the
sleeves of the others un-
derwear. A ridiculous thing to
observe for Lthe onlooker and if it
weren't for the stupidity of it all
could have been viewed with
some humor if one were able to
see it that way in the light of the

moment.

n all, 53 penalties were called
in the game for a total of 422
penalty minutes, a fact really
not worth mentioning but
quoted in the hopes both players

and management will let
something sink into their
memories and never be
repeated again.

EXCUSES APLENTY
It is doubtful, however, the
d with running

43 nations playing softball,

BT R,

Canada ranks among the
1 dave Tt all ones [or natight

adults i
the teams will take this advice

players in hockey game 2

too much Lo heart as they will by
this time have some excuse (o
cover up what was displayed
before a paying public last
Tuesday night.

Much and many varied
descriptions of what took place,
why it started and how it finally
stopped could be written at this
time, but in doing so one would
have to re-live those horrible
minutes and really, the answer
would still be the same, com-
pletely unnecessary and un-
warranted.

One answer to stopping such
displays is to take away the
viewers from the game and let
the so-called hockey players
carry out these ignorant acts in
emply arenas

To some this may seem a
funny answer to it all, but if both
the players and team operators
stop Lo think a moment, this is
what will happen.

1f the present feeling of many
fans will be carried out, this is
what will happen next Saturday
when the Essos host Penticton
Broncos.

These past few months, the
execulive or owners, whatever
one wishes to call them, of the
Vernon Essos have been
working and looking to the
public to support the team in
attending hockey games.

They have said and are
asking the public to suprorl
their team because the dollars
paid by the fans goes toward the
team operation, cost of which
runs into many thousands of
dollars annually and without
spectators, there just isn't any
money.

There are some leams in
Canada and possibly in the B.C.
Junior A League who could
lahpemle without a single fan in

e arena because they have
financial backers but let's not
fool anyone here in Vernon,
there is no such circumstance.
POINTERS NEEDED

What is the answer then? Just
this, players who don the
uniform of the Vernon
had better be given a few
pointers on all the facts at hand.

In the first instance it should

be impressed upon them the
seriousness of what they are
involved with in playing for
such a team.

The Essos operation in the
eyes of the players could be a
stepping stone for a successful
career, This is the level pro
scouts watch and from here
many players move into full
time salaries.

If by chance a boy now
playing with the Essos never
goes too much further, he
should still give forth with his
best and fulfill a commitment
he started al the beginning of
the season. After all, they are
being looked after in that they
receive free room and board
and do gel a certain amount of
spending money.

Looking toward the
management factor of a team
operation, it is aboul lime

someone took a hold of certain
maltters such as issuing some
form of order to the players as
to their behaviour off the ice.
SET EXAMPLE

Every player is a maobile
advertisement to the team,
their actions off the ice are
being continually observed and
what or how these boys do on
their free time is a reflection to
the team operation.

It could be suggested, the

boys on Lhe team start
grooming themselves before
going into the streets. A clean
shirt and tie and tidy clothes,
jeans or otherwise would be
nice lo see plus a jacket suitable|
for the moment

‘The hair is another facet of
neatness, and while it is ac-
ceptable at the moment for long
hair, at least keep it trimmed
and orderly by passing a comb)
or brush through it often.

Most of the members of the|
Essos team are of the age,

land, to be mot eligible to enter
public beer halls or lounges
where alcohol is 50

according to the laws of the| ¥

beings, the rest of us will soon
let you and the silly little boys!
who fight en the ice have it all to
yourselves, then you can turn to
each other and beat your own
brains out
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to this factor, a warning be
given they are subject (o fines|
and chastisement in the eyes of!
the general public

It would seem that any boy|
wishing to represent the Essos|
as a playing member should
also take on the added task of
living up to what young hockey
players see in them, IDOLS of
what they would like to be some
day themselves as clean living|
but good sportsmen, not a bunch
of brawling hoods who live by
force and beleaguering others.

To the young fans and adults
loo, those that is, who like to see

start acting like decent human

fights, start growing up and| ¥
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you a whole lot of beautiful Miles
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