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Three cheers for the...who?????

Don’t let the sweaters fool you. It's not the old
Vernon Blades you’re seeing, but the powerful Ver-
non Essos as they gather around manager-coach
Vern Dye for some advice during Monday night’s
practice session. Pat Becorte (foreground) con=

tinues to practice skating, but has one ear tuned
in to the words of the coach. The Essos see action
twice this weekend with matches against Victoria
Friday, and New Westminster Sunday.

Top Essos

Quechuck, Dye and

Vachon—top list

The big threefor the Ver=
non Essos after 17 league
games are Quechuck, Dye
and Vachon. The three have
scored a combined total of
48 goals and 39 assists.

When the statistics are
broken down onanindividu=
al basis, Lawrence Que=
chuck tops the list with 17
goals and 16 assists for 33
points.

Close behind for second
spot is Wayne Dye with 12
goals and 16 assists, a ter=
rific record when one con=
siders that he spent a lot
of playing time in the pen=
alty box during the first
12 games of the season.

Jerry Vachon has the
third spot nailed down with
19 goals and seven assists
for 26 points.

Even though he’s had a
late start, Pat Becotte is
expected to join the top
point getters before too
much time has elapsed.
Mana$er Vern Dye states
that “Becotte is looking
better every time out, and
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Who stole the puck?

ice at once. From among these youngsters, under
a well organized hockey program, will possibly
come the future Vernon Essos, and maybe evenan
NHL star or two.

When the pups go to practice at the Vernon
Civic Arena, you can be sure to find at least one
in every posidon, including flat on the ice. The
youngsters have a great time during practice
sessions, with as many as four teams taking to the

Four Seasons
to choose

arena locale
The Four Seasons Indoor
Riding Association hopes
to make a final decision
tonight on the location of
its proposed riding arena.
At last week's meeting,
two committees  were
struck to investigate the
possibilities of the present
Kin Race track, and the
Vernon and District Riding
Club which is located in
the Coldstream area.
These committees are
due to report to the meet-
ing tonight on their find-
ings. The meeting is slat-
ed for 8 p.m. in the Hill-
top Collision building on

he already looked good
when he first came to us.”

The players are under=
going rigid workouts in
preparadon for Friday
night’s encounter with the
Victoria Cougars and Sun=
day’s game with the New
Westminster Royals who
have pulled some real sur=
prises in their last few
games.

Whatever the opposition
has to give, the Essos will
have some way to block it.
Dye has put the pressure
on the team and states, “I
have no intention of letting
it off.”

The Essos are skating
hard during practice ses-
sions — harder now than
ever before. Practices are
rougher in scrimmage than
many of the games the team
has played.

And, as afootnote to Mon=
day‘s practice session,
goalie Al Alexander has
stated his intention of be=
coming the first goalie in
the league to score an as-
sist this year . . . if and
when the opportunity pre=
sents itself.

Here are the standings
for the Essos to date:
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L. Quechuck ... 17 16 33
e DVe seisue 12 16 28
G. Vachon..... 19 7 26
J.Marsh « v oes. 11 11 22
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Suggestions.

GOODFYEAR

Christimas
Record

PRESENTING
2 MOODS OF CHRISTMAS
e 21 selections by 14
famous artists.
¢ Side 1—holiday season
galety.
e Side 2—inspiring
traditional carols.

New for’68 )

GREAT SONGS OF CHRISTMAS

= playable
STEREO Mano.

4'-1b. Diecast |

Record and Play Anywhere! )

CASSETTE PORTABLE
% TAPE RECORDER
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Victoria set
for weekend

Reports from Victoria indicate thatthe Victo,;ia
Cougars are making some “little improvements™ in
their playing, and little improvements mean a lot.

For the Capital City crew, the little signs are
pointing out the fact that the Cougars now appear
capable of winning more games than they can lose
in their second B.C. Junior Hockey League season.
There were no such signs in the first time around.

These signs are not excessively bright, but they
have been mounting in recent games. Positional play
has improved, and so has the defensive record—an
indication that the two are related.

Individuals also have come along. Against Pen-
ticton, John Van Horlick turned in a tremendous
game and rookie Scott Munro has discovered where
the opposition net lies, scoring hisfirstthree goals
after going scoreless in four previous games. The
alternating netminders, Ron Grahame and Ed Fors-
lund, have been steady and seem more certain of
themselves.

- The Cougars have had no difficulty scoring, and
they are finding that goals are coming just as easy
despite their attention to defensive chores. Things
like team-work and positional play have been work-
ing wonders on the Victoria attack.

The islanders have come to realize that defence-
men must work with forwards and vice -versa. This
system has paid off handsomely for the Cougars as
the defencemen have been picking up alot of assists
in recent games. They head-manned the puck with
accuracy to wingers who have been setting them-
selves up in the correct positions.

The blue-liners have also been taking fewer
chances which has enabled them to overcome situ-
ations which formerly caused them to be trapped
at the wrong end of the ice in earlier games.

With all reports indicating that the Victoria
Cougars are shaping up into a solid playing unit,
the game Friday with the Essos should be a real

“grandstander.”
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