Schedule closing out

Playoff teams still in doubt

Vernon Essos found
themselves in sole pos=
session of second place in
the B.C. junior hockey
league after a two game
series last weekend, but
lady luck must have been

looking over their
shoulders at the same time.
Friday night, Essos

came away from Kelowna
suffering a 7=-2 drubbing
at the hands of the Bucka=
roos and at Penticton,
Broncos were handing
Kamloops Rockets a 5-1
shellacking.

Saturday night, Essos
played host to New West=

minster Royals and man-
aged to squeeze by with a
narrow 9=8 victory, while
at Kamloops the Penticton
squad were handing the
Rockets their second loss
in as many nights by a
score of 5-4.

Vernon’s win moved
them two points up on the
Rockets in league stande
ings to give them a second
place lead,

Going into their three
game series, Kelowna
moved out of fifth place
with a two win one tie
effort, to go four points
up on New Westminster

Royals.

After their Friday night
win at home over Vernon,
the Buckaroos travelled to
Victoria for Saturday’s
game and came away with
a 3=3 tie, then Sunday after=
noon in the Royal city, took
good measure of the New
Westminster squad with a
one-sided 9=4 victory.

All four interior teams
have three games remain=
ing intheir 40 game regular
schedule while both Royals
and Cougars have four ses=
sions to go.

The playoff picture still
does not look too clear.

Geo. Nuyens
re-elected to
baseball post

Vernon Luckies base-
ball club held their annual
general meeting last
Thursday and re-elected
George Nuyens to his
second term as club presi-
dent.

Mr. Nuyens was also
elected as vice-president
to the Okanagan-Mainline
Baseball League at an an-
nual meeting held in Ver-
non recently.

Vernon Little Leagueor-

Championship round

Badminton buffs
hold tourney

One of the largest entry
lists on record were on
hand for the annual North
Okanagan badminton invi=
tational championships
held at Vernon over the
weekend.

The two day event, held
in the senior high school
gymnasium had over 100
participants taking part.

runner up-Joan Batterton,
Vancouver.

Ladies doubles - Sherrie
Humphreys and Mary
Williamson, Vernon; run-
ner up-Connie Currie and
Allison Paynter, Westbank.

Mixed doubles-winners=-
Rodger Kerby, Nelson and
Phyl Hanson, Vernon; run-
ner up-L.ouanne Crabbe and

Vernon has the best odds
going for them at the mo=
ment, they have two games
at home and one encounter
at Victoria. Two games will
be played against cellar
dwelling Cougars and one
against Kelowna, One vice
tory would assure them
of at least a playoff spot.

Both Kamloops and Kel=
owna face a tougher task
in their three remaining
games, Kelowna must
travel twice, once to Ver=
non and again to Kamloops,
while they play their last
home game against league=
leading Penticton.

Kamloops travel to the
coast for a two game sweep
against Royalsand Cougars
and then take on the re=
surging Kelowna crew at
home, ,

Four points out of fourth
place, New Westminster
have their backs against
the wall in their four re=
maining games. They
travel twice to Penticton
to meet the Broncos,
play a final game in Vice
toria and then host Kam=
loops for their final game
of the season on home ice,

The hapless Victoria
Cougars, with no chance
of getting into the four=

team final playoffs, also
have four games r emain=-
ing., They travel just one
more time to Vernon and
then play three games at
home against Kamloops,
New Westminster and Ver=
non, If nothing else, Cou=
gars could act as spoilers
for the other teams intheir
drive for playoff positions.

Vernon gave Kelowna
little trouble Friday night.
Although they did manage
to keep pace for the first
two periods matching
single goals in each of the
first two periods, they fell
appart in the final stanza
while Kelowna banged in
five unanswered goals, four
of them on power plays.

For the most part, Essos
exhibited a sloppy style
of play throughout the 60
minute encounter, looking
very bad particularly inthe
first two periods,

The final period was
a little better, although
questionable refereeing
may have made the dif=
ference on some penalties
that resulted on goalsfrom
power plays.

There was no doubt from
a spectator point of view,
Essos were not pulling
their weight as a team and

it was obvious certainplay=
ers did not put everything
into it as a unit,

At home Saturday, Essos
matched two goals each in
the opening period with the
visiting Royals, slammed
in six goals to three by
New Westminster in the
middle frame and then fell
back for thelast 20 minutes
to let Royals outscore them
three goals to one.

As one bystander said
later, another two or three
minutes longer in the game
and Vernonwould have lost,

Lawrence Quechuk paced
Vernon to the win with a
three goal hat trick with
Jeff Wilson and Bob Blan=
chette scoring two each.
Singles came off the sticks
of Keith Rolston and Tom
Serviss.

R:okie Wayne Dye and
Jerry Vachon paced the
assists column with three
each for one of their better

nights.

Next home game for the
Essos is Saturday, Feb.
24 when they take on Kel=
owna and then play host
to Victoria the following
Wednesday, Feb. 28 before
moving to the Capital City
for the final game of the
season on March 2.
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Junior “A” hockey standings to Feb. 19.
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GP 15 T Pis.
Penticton 37 28 7 2 58
Vernon 37 17 16 4 38
Kamloops 37 18 19 0 36
Kzlowna 37 14 17 6 34
New Westminster 36 14 20 2 30
Victoria 36 9 21 6 24
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Vernon scorers

hold their lead

Although statistics from
the remainder of the week=
end games played in the
BCAHL were not available
at press time today, it
seems unlikely that Tom
Serviss or Jeff Wilson lost
ground as leaders in the
scoring race.

Serviss picked up one
goal and two assists, while
Wilson scored three times
and added one assist intwo
games played.

TOM SERVISS

... league leader.

With only three games
remaining for most of the
teams ih the league, it
should be unlikely thatany-
one will catch up to Ser-
viss who is seven points
ahead of his second place
teammate, Jeff Wilson with
80 points.

Going into the weekend
series of games, Keith Rol-
ston held a slim two point
lead over Penticton’s Bob
Mowatt to hold fourth spot,
but Rolston’s single goal
Saturday, may not do him
much good if the speedy
Bronco leader was up to his
usual standard in the dou-
ble header Pentictonplayed
against Kamloops Rockets,
Friday and Saturday.
Essos scoring to Feb. 18:

G A Pts

 Serviss .« ¢ » +:26 54 80

Wilsondere 555138, 35 73

Rolston ¢ses0 27 39 66

Quechuk + oo« 25 21 46

Hackman ¢t il 22 33

Vachorn eieie e 11522 33

Williamson . 13 15 28

IIye g s actevle’ %190 122

Mayer .. . 125921
Blanchette:, » 8% 7:15
Perepolkin.ss: 510 1S
MATSH o+ sivies 434012
Malinosky . . 5 6 11
Pollom s stdasi 2 416
Reilly:i vaa s 807 2022
Southward ..« 0 2 2
Nelson: s s s ibleaifl el




