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Super-circuit envisioned
for B.C. Junior Hockey

The junior hockey situation in B.C. may be resolved or tossed completely and the valley than the
i nto the air next weekend when club representatives gather at Penticton to eastern part of B.C.

explore the feasibility of a seven team super circuit in this province. So far, only Trail has

The meeting has been sentative to the Canadian
called by George Stoll, Amateur Hockey Associa—
'B.C.'s junior hockey repre— tion.

Okanagan teams included
So far, the league is ex—it was also decided that

come out openly against t
- the move towards the seven

pected to be made up of
the four existing Okanagan—
Mainline Hockey League
clubs, Penticton Broncos,
Kelowna Buckaroos, Ver—
non Blades and Kamloops
Kraft Kings, as well as
three teams from the coast.

The new league, if
formed and sanctioned by
both the BCAHA and the
C AHA, woul d probably

start operation next year.
It would be known as the
British Columbia Junior

Hockey League.
The seve n-ceam pro—

vincial loop proposal was
adopted at a BCAHA meet-
in March 11 in Vancouver.

At the March meeting,

due to the responsibility

assumed by the BC AHA

under the conditions of the

pro—am a teur agreement
(NHL-C AHA) the executive
committee of the B.C. body
shall have the authority
to approve locations Of
Where the team s shall

operate and also the
management of such Junior
"A" teams.

As well as decide which

cities will be granted fran—
chises in the new league,
the Penticton meeting will
also discuss how the league
is to operate, and for-
mulate recommendations
regarding Junior B hoc—

key in B.C.

ing Epeculation that the
entry Of teamg into the
super-circuit would lean

more towards the Coast

NORTH

team Junior "A" league,
and could be the stumbling
block at next weekend.' s

meeting.

Emphasis on Junior "B"
Okanagan—MAinline Dis—

trict Representative to the
BC AHA Larry Buchan of

Vernon, connects the move
towards a seven team super
circuit in this province with

an amateur hockey bulletin
circulated at last Sunday's
meeting of the Okanagan
Mainline Hockey Associa—
tion, sounding outdirec—
tors on the idea of raising
the age limit in each minor
hockey division by 17

m onths.

Buchan claims that if the
idea of giving players an
extra year in each age
group is passed, it would
virtually do away with juve—
nile hockey in the province

and place a greater em-
phasis on Junior B .

The BCJHL would be re-
garded as Junior "A" with

the winner engaging in the

Memorial Cup playoffs
each spring, while all other

junior teams in the pro-

vince would come under the
Junior "B" category and
play. for the Cyclone Tay—
Ior trophy, emblematic of
present Junior "B" supre—

macy in B.C.

"The present age dead—
line is May, 31, and what
they are trying to do •now

is raise it by 19 months

to the following December
31," Buchan said. He main—

tains that by raising the
age limit in each division

by almost two years, the

effect would be felt more
on juvenile hockey than on
junior hockey. Players are

allowed to move up through
the raüs (Pee Wee—Ban-
tam — Midget — Juvenile —

Junior) according to their

ability, and in a small com-
m unity, where competition
is too great at the present
juvenile level, the situation
would be remedied at the
Junior "B" level where a

coach would have more
time with players to mold
a winning team.

The age difference, how—
ever, is the only drawback

in the agreement between
the NHL and the CAHA.

Once the agreement is
signed. the NHL would turn

over a healthy sum of
money to the CAHA each
year and would Sign grad—
uating juniors on a com—
mon draft. The raising of
the age limit would mean
an almost two years extra

wait for players beforethey

could. be, signed tpcæprp
card.

OKAN AGAN

Wins two trophies
M. (Mike) Kozack of • RR 2, Vernon holds the

F. B. Jacques Jewellers Trophy and the Fishers'

Hardware Trophy awarded last week at the fish

dinner for a winning entry, the second and third

largest Kamloops trout, caught in Okanagah Lake

during the Winter Fish Derby. The annual Derby

was sponsored by Lakeside Hotel & Resort, Vernon

Sport & Marine Centre Limited, the Highway Mar-

ket, Fishers Hardware, Viel Sports Centre and F. B.

Jacques & Son Limited.

Mmor soccer scores

Want a tighter hold
Dave MacKay, president

of the Junior Blades, who

Will bc attending the meet—
ing with club manager Hugh
Clarke, said that it is the
NHL funds that has promot-
ed the so-called seven-team

In the past, the NHL
clubs have directly spon—

gored junior teams (e.g.
Petroit Red Wings—Edmon-
ton Oil Kings; Boston

Bruins—Oshawa Generals),

but under the new pro—am
agreement, monies would

go directly to the CAHA

and from there to Provin-
cial branches where they

would be distributed to

junior leagues, and finally,
to individual teams.

"It is only natural under

the new agreement that the
CAHA WOLlId want more
control over the leagues
and the teams," MacKay
said. ' 'They are giving the
assistance and they want

to insure the obligation is
honored."

Division 2
April I — Penticton 6,

Vernon Aces, O.

April 8 — Vernon Aces,

bye.

Division 4

April I Kelowna 2,
Vernon Warriors 3; Jim
Arthur, 3 goals.

Rovers 3, Kelowna panth—
ers I; Robin Lacroix 3.

Division 6

April 2 — Vernon Spar-
tons 3, Vernon Spurs 2;

Allan Schuck I, Danny

Chong l, Dennis Sochan l,

Randy Pirnak 2. April 9 —

Penticton 3, Vernon Spurs

Involves more money

April 8 — Coldstream 0, O. April 9 — Vernon Spar-

Vernon Warriors 4; Jim tons l, Kelowna Gems 2;

Arthur l, Bill Smith 1, Wal- Dennis Sochan I.

ter Jaster 1, Ray Smilski I.

April 1 — Coldstream 0, Sat. deadline
Pen tic ton 2. April 1 —
Oyama bye. April 9 — Pen- COLDSTREAM — Final

ticton 3, Oyama I; David registration for Cold-
Nuyens. stream minor ball will be

Division 5 held on Saturday, April 15th

April 2 — Vernon Roversat 10 a.m. in the Cold—

3, Elite 11, O; Robin La- stream School.
croix 3. April 9 — Vernon Teams will be drawn up

MacKay stated he is
going into the meeting "to

and where Vernon fits into
tbe picture.

Doug Daws of Kamloops,
resident of the OJHL said
'To operate such a league,

which will be of a higher
calibre Lhan the present
Okanagan Junior Hockey

League, alid will involve
(nore league games in the
season, must also invlove

greater expenditures and
an anticipated greater

revenue source.'
Present speculation

is that one year' s operation

for a team would run in
the neighbourh00d Of $25,—
000, or approximately four

times as much as it cost
the average club in B.C.

to operate at a junior
level last year.

A major Of 
the m one y difference would

come from the CAHA, thus
neccessitating a tighter
control by the governing
body.

During the 1966—67 sea-

son there were nine Junior
"A" calibre teams in B.C.

representing three
leagues, the Okanagana the
Kootenay and the Coast.

An interlocking schedule
was played between the
Coast and Valley clubs,
and the Coast champion

New Wcstminster Royals

met and •easily deft
K -rypn•.

il B.C. semi4inals. The

Okanagan winner, P e n—
ticton B, aces,

Pin Day
set for
next week

The first Pin Day of the

•season Will be held at the
Vernon Golf and Country
Club Tuesday with a turn-
out of 49 expected.

The draw has a 9 a.m.
start and any women not

included in the following
tee-off times are welcome
to take part.

9:00 a.m. — 1. B. Pierce,

Aileen McRoberts, T. Bell;

2. I • Frederiksen, D. Wall—
ington, E. Desnoyer; 3. J.

Balestra, E. Stubbs, J. Ku-

immediately.
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denis ESQ
According to latest developments, 

the province of

British Columbia stands to gain most once 
the pro—

am agreement between the Canadian Amateur Hockey

Association and the National Hockey 
League is signed.

Next weekend at Penticton, a meetingof junior hockey

heads in this province will attempt to form a seven—

team B.C. Junior Hockey League in a move towards a

tighter control by the 
CAHAonjuniorhockey,and a gen—

eral upgrading of the same 
in B.C.

When contacted earlier

this week, BCAHA 
District

Representative (for Okana—

gan-Mai n line) Larry

Buchan stated, "There is

nothing further to report"

between the CAHA and the

NHL. But one cannot help

but think that the CAHA,

or at least, the B.C. 
branch,

almost rigid, control of all
teams. For that reason
their prime concern is with

where the teams will be

located and who will oper—

ate them.
If they hope to uppade

the calibre Of hockey 
their

way" they must have that

necessary control. What—

is confident that the agree-
ever their demands on

ment is not far from the teams entering the newly
signing stage if they called

proposed league, team g
a meeting 

the 
of this 

league 
nature.

that should be prepared 
the cost, 

to bend,
ifBecause whatever 

is envisioned in the pro—
at 

for the betterment of
vince is expected to be one

only 
in B.C.that will cost each club hockey 

close to $25,000 a year
THE SPORT SEEN . It

to operate, making the idea
absolutely 

the monies 
impossible 

from 
with— 

the

is that 
again, 
baseball 

and 
time 

a 
of 

iter
the

out year 

NHL through the CAHA

which, will not come until

a pro—am pact is made.
The so termed seven

team super circuit for this

province in itself is not

enough. However, coupled

With the money grants
which will be channeled

from the pros to every

junior team (and here the

"every" is important) in

the country, the loop could

be the best thing to happen

to hockey in B.C. since

the Penticton V's won the

world hockey title, and

that's almost long enough

ago to talk about.
What the money will do

is put B.C. on a par with

other Canadian provinces

and move it a little closer

to being able to compete
for the Memorial cup, apex

of all junior hockey in 
the

nation, and a trophy that

has eluded any western

team up until just a few
years ago.

Before the pro—am agree—
ment, drawn up to be signed
some time later this year,

pro teams sponsored junior

hockey clubs outright. The

objection the CAHA had
against this was that only
a few teams were being
sponsored. Eastern Canada

was, and still is, but to

a lesser degree, the hockey
hotbed of Canada. As a re-
sult, the east received most

of the cash; a few teams
on the prairies, for their
uncanny ability to come up
with good players were also
doled funds; but by the time
anybody got around to cast—

ing glances at as far west—
ern places as B.C., the

"beads and trinkets" supply

was exhausted.
Realizing that their' s

was a sad case if they
hoped to carve a niche in
pro hockey after a couple
of seasons of B.C. junior

hockey, prompted m a n y

players from this province

to migrate to the prairies,
or even further east. As
a result,it weakened the
calibre of hockey in B.C.

and left the province in no
whatsoever to

compete nationally.
Next year, the Canadian

Amateur Hockey Associa-

tion has warned there will
be no inter—provincial
transfers allowed between

teams. Suzh adecreewould
have to be considered
harsh, without the added
promise of such a league
as the super-seven.

With such a league
though, the CAHA must be

assured of complete, if not

numerous rumors from all

corners of the Okanagan

Mainline Baseball League

(some founded, some not

so founded, and still others

which were cleared up) ac—
cording to local head man

George Nuyens . • •
ticton M51sons, rumored on

the brink of disaster, were 1

but are nor any more; Kam-

loops LelandS and North

Kamloops Stars are in

about the . same boat as

last year (neither are ex—

pected to be boarding sink— h

ing ships); and Luckies will f

be better than ever this

time around the Con—
nie Mack situation could be

better, according to Nuyens

apparently everybody

in the high school age

league are sitting on the

fence and waiting for some—

thing to happen. • o

locally, a coach is being

sought for the under 18'ers,

and a couple of hats have

been tossed into the ring 1

. from this corner, it

might not hurt lozal
management to look into
the possibility Of Reg Main

h and ling the ypungsters
Ithey say a

change iS as good as a

rest, and the word from

Main thiS past winter is

that he would like a year's

rest . •

ow ing
The Annual Meeting of

the Vernon Lawn Bowling

Club was held at the club
house in Polson Park on

Tuesday with a record num—

ber of members in attend—

ance. The business meet—

ing was preceded by a

smorgasbord type dinner.
Retiring President, Er—

vine E. Fralick, gave a re—
port of the past year's ac—

tivities. In spite of an un—
usual amount of cool. wet
weather the Club enjoyed
a full and successful sea-
son in 1966. Thanks to a lot
of volunteer labor and ma-
terial contributions the

club was able to maintain
its facilities without any
great financial drain. Ver.
non was host for the Inter—

ior Lawn Bowling Tourna—
merit July and accord-
ing to Drawmaster Kenneth
Kinnard, this proved a com-

SAVE ON

Raydezo*


